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Indian National Liberal Federation. 

TWENTY-HRST ANNUAL SESSION AT ALLAHABAD. 

December 27, 28 and 29, 1939 

The tn enty first session of the A ational Liberal Federation of India 
opened on the afternoon of Thursday, December 27, 1939, in Mayo Hall, 
Allahabad, amidst a err unpiessne scenes A large and distinguished a«cm 
Wage was pie^ent and the hall av s packed to its capacity by the delegate®, 
membeis of the reception, committee and visitois including a number of Indian 
ladie® The hall and its appioaches were aitistically decoiated and manj photo 
graphs of national leaders at ho rendeicd yeoman services to the country 
and inspir mg and patnotic mottoes fiom their writings and speeches adorned 
the at alls 

Dr R P Paianjpyc, the presidentelect, on his arm al at the poitico, 
was receiaed by Pandit Iqbal Kararn Gurtu, chairman of the reception coin 
mittee, and the «ecietanes and led to the dais in the hall in a piocession which 
included piomment Libcial leaders and some ex presidents of the Federation 
The entire audience stood up as the presidential pioce«sion enteicd and cheeied 
the president elect 

Along Aiith the pi evident elect and the chauman of the inception com 
mittee Mere seated on the dais the rt lion Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Sir La] 
ncsAraia and Lady Chmtamam, Mr J N Basu, the hon Mr PraLash Naram 
Sapru, Su Maluraj Singh, Rai Bahadur Di Iianlniya Lai, ex judge of 
Allahabad High Court, Mr and Mrs Chandavarkai, Mrs Kibe of Indore, Raja 
Maheslrwai Dayal Seth, Rai Bahadur Kunwar Guru Naram, Di Nai avail 
Pras id Astlnjia, adiocate general, Mr Barucba and Mi M D Altebar 

The proceedings commenced shortly aftei 1 4o pm with dei otional 
songs by the Pi a jag Panchkoshi Sankirtan bamiti and the \ aude Mataram 
sung by a batch ot girls belonging to the family of the late Laid Wazn Sahai 
(and students of Prayag Sangit Sannti) 

CHAIRMAN s speech 

P ivnir Iqbal Nagain Guiitd, chauman of the leception committee, 
delivered the following speech — 

Bkothek Delegates L idles and Gentlemen, — On behalf of the lecep 
tion committee of the National Liberal Federation of India I beg to offer 
you a cordial welcome to this sacred city of Allahabad on the occasion of the 
21st session of the 1 edci ation 

The United Pro\ mces Libei al Association mourns the untimely death 
of a a aluable colleague, Ivumai Rajendra Singh, who aa as a staunch Liberal 
He held the high office of Mmistei in these provinces which he bad to resnm 
after some tune because he courageously stood up for the position taken up by 
the Liberal Paity with regard to the Simon Commission 

The European Situation 

Me aic meeting this year at a tune of great political cusisboth national 
and international Exactly after a quarter of a century the wai clouds ha\ q 
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again burst in their full £uiy and submerged Lurope m a deluge o£ blood- 
shed, cruelty and hatied All efforts to substitute arbitration £or war ulti- 
mately faded and the gallant Polish nation has been ruthlessly trodden under foot. 
Our hearts go out to the Poles m then terrible misfortune and m the wanton 
destruction of then fair conntrj Through then suffering they have undoub 
tedly risen m the estuuation of the civ ihzed w orid and the aggressors stand 
condemned before tae bar of public opinion The forces of aggression 
and cruelty are however active not ouly in Lurope but they have been equally 
ictivc in Asia Our loving thoughts go to Chini which is the unhappy 
victim of the greed ot an ambitious ncigbboui 

The Position in India 

Lvents are moving in Lurope w ith Mich rapidity that it is di&cult to 
foresee the fui ther developments of the piescnt troubles mother parts of the 
world Our position in India is by no means bee from anxiety and while we 
are not to take a panicky view of the c ituation we hav e at the same rune not 
to be so ov er-confident as to consider ourselv cs absolutely safe and 1 m ulnerable 
Some of our leaders who claim to understand the international situation 
much better have proclaimed that there can be no danger to India They have 
been exhorting their admiring followers to take active steps to bring about a 
condition of affairs which could hardly be distinguished fiom revolution 
The couise suggested by them may or may uot bring 1 freedom nearer but it is 
certain to let loose the dark forces of anarchy, chaos and confusion and our 
helpless position in matteisof defence may vv ell make us an easy pi ey to the 
b teoad oOM'i ~o e urn* ~i" moor*' .Ab» -and .refi'Lrgainviad 

nations in a woild where tlic law of the jungle is holding supreme It is easy 
to characterize tins view as the di eased fancy of timid and craven 1 earts suffei 
mg from an inferiority complex but bravado and fool ini diuess winch refuse to 
look at the nudities of the situation lcveij diffcicnt from comage and far 
sightedness 

Gentlemen under the picssuic of its left w mg the Congress has formu 
hted its recent demands in a manner which 1 as aeated an unfortunate situation 
It is not necessary foi me to recount all tl e facts which 1 ave led to tl c present 
deadlock, when iftcr the rcsi D nation of tl c Congress u mistncs the majority 
of the Indian piovmces are being administered directly by the Governors 
with the help of Advisers under Section 93 of tl e Government of India Act 
The Congress is evidently going to continue its non-cooperation in different 
degrees of intensity m future as the needs of tl c moment as understood by it 
may rc pure, tjl its demands are fully conceded There is no doubt that if 
the present condition of uncertainty and tension is allowed to continue long, 
it will lead to developments winch would neitler facilitate the growth of 
ordered freedom m India nor would be helpful to Bn tarn at a time when it is 
engaged m a life and death struggle Bight thinking people in both countries 
w ould certainly not like tl e crisis to be precipitated A satisfactory solution 
of the present tangle is only possible wl en tl e people of both the countries are 
prepared to face facts 

India’s demand 

Ladies and gentlemen, during the la e t Great ‘ttar slogans of ‘protection 
of the weaker nations and of ‘self determination for every country’ were 
constantly raised But m India the Bowlatt Vet and the Amritsar massacre 



( 3 ) 


immediately followed the clo'-e of the war The policy of Great Britain m its 
relation to India m the \ital matters of finance, trade and defence has not under- 
gone any material change The rejection by the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
of the proposals contained in the memorandum submitted to it by the Indian, 
delegates to the Round Table Conference, which weie modest m their elm acter 
and upon which they were unanunoudy agreed, 'is still fredi in our mind. It 
is extremely difficult to reconcile Mich treatment w ltb the aims that were so 
loudly parole? ed a quarter o t x century \go \\ ith the ^ed tud truel expertca.ee 
of the past, Indians could not he expected to lm e de\ eloped b y a psychology 
which would readily accept the 1 cccnt statements of the BntiMi Got eminent 
and its agents entirely at their face v-lue It is quite legitimate to enquire 
whether tl e declared auns and intentions of Gieat Butain relate only to Lurope 
or w Lethci India too has any p’ace in the picture of the futme which is to en 
burc ‘the laying of a foundation of a better mtem tional sy Mem India was 
obt lously not in a position to discuss these \ ital questions behind the scenes by 
incans of \ olitical de c j itches or tbiough diplomatic negotiations conducted 
by its agent* It could thus bare uuthu aaouled publicity nor c at silent 
Gentlemen, it icsts with the Bnti«h Goaemment to cicatc such psychological 
conditions in India as would produce a genuine enthusiasm m the 1 earts of 
the Indian people to give their full and spontaneous Mtpport to tngland in 
the present gum struggle ag-in't the =pmt of lawlessness and ruthless aggression 

Tile Viceroys Declaration 

A«urances ha\c no doubt Ictn gnen m tic \ iceioj s Declaration and 
m tLc statements subsequently made on Lehall of the British Government in 
Parliament tLat the goal c£ British j they is the attainment of Dominion btatus 
by India of tl c t me character n& i« enjoyed by the se’f go\ crinng dominions and 
as is contcmp’atcd by the btalute ot ‘Ncstmmstu But wo all know Low the 
assurances 0 iuu on Lchalf of Lis Ma/na s Goaennuent bv Loid Halifax when 
he w»b ^ lccroy wen. sought to Le explained away when the new (xoaera 
incut of India Ut w»s brought on the btaunc Book Oui j.i t experience 
smcc the tune ol the CLartci Act of 1W3 and the prochnution of lSo# h<.s 
taught us the painful les on tl-t wolds ol { remise uttcied to tLe car can be 
com oncntly biohen to the 1 cart ibe prospect of Do uinieii status -t some 
indefinite future peiicd cannot and will not sitrdy any shade tf j ubhc imon 
in India today The ittammeut oE sucli M~nu by India w ithm definite 
period md the framing of a constitution on a basis w bleb w ill gvv e it the. 
substance ot uulcpeneicnee within tlut period is what Jude, w jit- The. 
penoei of transition mat bo cncrgcticnlh worked up to that well define 1 end 
by a well tl ou D ht out plan c£ automatic dvancc It o now spirit luoMug 
India today will not and cannot reconcile it«clf to tl c principle ot ad\ ante b\ 
indefinite and slow stages, the time for further advance and the extent ot each 
advance being decided by the Ihiti^h Parli rnent a'one after a pro'on 0 cd and 
clo e enquiry The claim repeatedly ur e cd that the manner aud the measure of 
cxery advance towards ‘•elf go\ eminent m India was to be determined solely by 
the British Parh meat has proa ed galling to the awakened political conscious 
nc^s of India uid to it* national self respect Toe Mgnihcaut sentence utlcrui 
by a haughty Minister ot the Crown, ‘Let do,_> bark, the caravan pas <_>> on , 
sums up the hi e h and uu 0 hty attitude adopted by Great Britain in deci hu g 
what political rights should he granted to India from time to tunc ami brin i*. 
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into prominence the 1 elpiess position o£ our country in nutters \ i tally affecting 
its future Tins accounts for the demand for a Constituent Assembly however 
much one may doubt the piacticabihty and wisdom of such a demand m the 
piesent condition of India The trouble is due to the f ict tint sufficient light 
has not yet been thrown on certain fundamental points which aie agitating the 
minds of our countiyincn today 

The condition laid down by the Viceroy that the communal differences 
in the provinces must be settled hist before any advance can take jdace in the 
chaiactci of the Ccntiai Goa eminent, is open to serious objection This is 
clcailj a rctrogiode move as no such conditions were contemplated £01 the 
introduction of the scheme of Federation under the Act of 193a But foi the 
war, Federation would lua e become an accomplished fact at an early date A 
still more objectionable Ceatrne of the statement is that it foieshadows the possibi 
hty of futuro constitutional progress being blocked if the minorities aic opposed 
to it It amounts to placing the iutuie political advance of Iudia entirely at 
the mercy of the minorities The pokey of ‘div 1 1c aud rule* is presented hero 
in its full nakedness 

Responsibility at the Centre 

Gentlemen, \ lovincul autonomy w ltb an lucsponsible gov eminent at the 
Conti o is an impossible portion Jt is bound to acute friction between the 
provinces and the Ccntic and will tend to make tlic Ccntie weak The history 
of India bcirs mple testimony to the tact that a w eak Central Gov eminent 
has olwavs lesultcl m the ^loutli ot fiasquious tendencies and has exposed 
India to daugei horn witlim as well is from without ILc way to ensuio a 
strong Central Government is not by keeping its chaiactci essentially diffci cut 
troin the charactci of piov mcial gov eminent? A new sti ength must he giv cn 
to it by tiaubloiimng it into a lcspousible government bio^dba«cd on the will 
of the people mste id ot using it as an instillment foi imposing on the pio 
vmccs the will ot an umcsponsivc and mcsjousible Lxecutivc 

Defence 

I lie British Government must simultaneously make up its mmd to revise 
its policy regai drng the organization of Indian defence It has to give up 
its attitude of mistrust and undue caution Although on a superficial view of 
the matter it may apj cat to be unwise aud lash to tackle such an important 
problem at a time v\hcu Lugland is engaged in the prosecution of a wai a 
deepei and a more svmpatlietic understanding of national j sycholooy a S well as 
the pressing icquircmciit of the situation point to the urgent need of taking a 
bold step m tl e direction of a lapul Indum/ation of the defence foi ecs of our 
country aucl of giving practical effect to a very much moie libeial scheme for the 
iccruitmcnt of Indian officcis Public opinion m India is unanimous on this 
demand and it is indeed surpmmg and regrettable that the question of defence 
has uot been sufficiently emphasized by the Congiess 

Fiscal Policy 

Gcnt'emen in matters o£ finance and trade also England la, to m akc 
its mind to lard a non approach m Us relation to Ind„ and to dran-m ,4 
angle o£ mum eomplctel; Here is notlrmg which India resents more deeply 
gl -ui tie way in ninth it Ins been exploited and its interests constantly sacn 
ficcd England must abandon the policy o£ imposing its ml] m fiscal matters 
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on India i£ it wishes to succeed in creating happier p&ychological conditions m 
tins country 

The Consultative Committee aod the Constituent Assemblj 
It must lme by now become clear to the authorities in India and to the 
statesmen in England tliat tlic scheme of a Consultative Committee as announced 
by the A lceioy has not created tlie slightest enthusiasm in anv section of the 
public Instead of casing tl c situation it lias in fact aggravated it. On the 
other hand, the Congre. •» want* to hav e a Constituent Assembly to he consti 
tuted ou tl c basis of adult francln e to which only the ‘accepted minorities 
are to return then rqncsentitivcs in proportion to their numerical strength and 
from which the Indian Princes ind the Luropcans are to bo excluded Congress 
leaders have been, picssing tins scheme with vigour and conviction and have made 
it their pivotal demand One cannot help pointing out that it is not a prvctical 
scheme m the present circumstances uid an undue m*\ tence on the method of 
constituting it aud on the uithontv which is to be assigned to it will lead us 
into new difficulties the extent and magnitude of vv Inch the Congress leaders m 
tlcu cnthusia m jic apt to ignore Sonic of the present Dominions m fact 
succeeded ui linking their unilateral decisions accepted by the British Parliament 
cither after a «uccc ful levolution 01 when after long cffoits tlie various political 
parties which wcie divided on economic, religious or social differences had 
irmcd at an agreement among thcm.el\c The involution in Ireland an l the 
Boer W lr in South ifiici illustrate evses falling in the hr»t catcgoi v while 
Australu and Canada belong t > the <ocond Our cffoi ts to ulucve self gov em 
ment bv non \ mlcnt metho Is elcarlv rule out the first 
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ci.ccuti\ e The source of danger to peace and good gov ernmtnt v\as chiefly 

present in Lower Canada which washab’e to Le attached by the United States 
from tiie south, and it was ti ere that tl e two races u ere so jealous of each other 
and 4 io-h ed no tendency to blend TJ e Cat J oJic Li 'hops used to ride through 
the jnie'ts who would direct their parishioners 1 ow to toto and the labourers 
and cultn itors tued to obey them Lord DurLoni who was sent in 1833 by 
the British Gov eminent to repoit, started with the idea of c olvmg tl e difficulties 
bj (1) tl e application of the federal principle, and (2) the introduction of 
complete responsible go\ eminent The 1 tench Canadians were friendly to the 
ulea of rc^ponsib’c government but were opj o=ed to federation, the British 
minority m Lower Canada was opposed to u^jonsiblc government for fear of 
the Ircnch domination m tie Assembly LI e federal idea iiad to be given up 
for the time bung ami an united Icgndatuic was cstabli 1 ed The let of Union 
of lSdO however icsultcd m furtier empl aei/mg lacial distinctions m Lower 
Cuiada Tho ircnch Canadians felt tlat the scheme was only intended to 
irusli their seporite nationality and i cmamed hostile to the ty stem introduced 
Tlic Catholics and lhotostants could luudly sec eye to eye on so many questions 
It took the people of Canada anotlcr quai ter of a century to be cons meed of 
the futility of i aci il uid religious quarrels The fcai and suspicion of American 
aggression ako 1 irgcly contributed to a chau e c in favour ol tl c fcdual movement 
and tlic idea of a greater Canada became moic and more occcptab'c Ti c rcso 
iutions pissed at a Conference com ened at Quebec m 1SGT ultimately adopted 
the sclieme of a Federal government After modifications mtioduced m consul 
tition with the eminent in Lngland, the i ccommcmiations contained in the 
.Quebec r.csoluticn'* were enacted m 18 (j 7 ■'S tl c British North An cnta Act 
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existence of states of vaiiou® dimensions and possessing •various degrees o£ 
authority ha\ e been a permanent feature of our Indian po lty Tlicir feudal 
cl aracter, it is Uue, does not fit in with our glowing democratic conceptions 
md tlen picscnce undoubtedly adds to tie complexities of our present day 
problems making tl en mi utiou n ore difficult problems of such importance, 
cannot but obtrude tlicmseh es on om attention and wc cannot sola e them by 
shutting our eyes to facts or denying their existence and claims To ao so 
would merely indicate an uttu lack of \ olitieal ‘•tn^e \nothci naive fcngge tion 
ottered is that it tl e Bntish Goveinmeut decided to witl arav. its Paromountcy, 
the pioblcm would become vciy much simplified and evei 3 thing would go on 
f-vummmglj Perhaps a subteiantan upl eaval would Le a still e. c icr solution 
of such an inconvenient and ticklish que tion Toi one tiling it wall leheve 
us from the botliei of Im mg to do 1 litt’e bit of lnrd thinking Suiely, the 
prob’ein of the India 1 states cannot be dismissed with a mere wave of tlie hand 
The claim of the states th t then o'd treaties with the Paramount Power must 
remain intact, however needs a more cntual examination Treaties have un 
doubtcdly to be respected and aie not to be scrapped 111 a lighthearted manner, 
but it cannot be denied that tl c«c treaties bear a direct relation to tl c stage of 
social and political evolution reauied at the tune when they weie made Any 
other mterpictation put upon them would effectively debar all progress till tl e 
end of time and would amount to mortgaging the destinies of a section of 
human society to a system of undiluted autocracy for ever Constitutional 
monarchies Lav e been tiled and piovcd successful and workable in modern 
societj It would bo a wi«o plan foi the Indian states to adopt it m then own 
interest The transition to the new order of things « ill necesemh take time 
however much an impatient democrat wedded to theories may cl afe at it 
Neither a federation of Bntisi India lone noi the immediate vitbdrawal of 
Paramountcv by the British nor the \ m l oj c ot establishing o\erm c ht a 
democratic and soenhstic stice of the 1110 t modern tv pe horn one end of the 
coimtiv to the otha, is a pncticil proportion 

Geutlc.rn.-w 1, from the. above, analysis ot tlio pro eat con ht-.on of t 1 mgs vn 
India, it would be clear tliat the idea of 1 Cons ltuent ft einblv with tl e powers 
deinande 1 for it by the Congre s i> imwoikable But all hone t effort m the 
direction ol hammering cut a coititution which woull meet tae 0 reatc t 
amoimt of agi cement among the Indians them el\ is fir-c s' ould be welcome 1 
by every patriotic Indi m The hivtorv ot Australia and Cana la slows that 

the final stage was preceded bv a number ot convention md conferences 
held fioiu time to time with a view to arrive at ‘one satisfactory solution of 
their piobluns It is true that our experience ot the previous conteicnce< u 
India has been very -a 1 But so w is also the experience ef these v I10 vv rked 
in Un train and Canada Is it not dearab’e But Government should also more 
ictively cooperate with the Indian pccqlc on tlu occa ion bv convening a 
Conference consisting of jmbac men cVcted bv the prov uaual and central legis 
Iatures is a 1 o of representativ c« of trade an 1 labour interests elected by v anous 
Chambers of Commerce and central labour organii.it ions ? Rulers of important 
btates or the mun ters nommated bv them together with other Princes elected 
bv the Chamber of Pnncca may also be mvite* l to tin- Conference along with 
cert un elected representatives from the State legislatures wl crev cr tLcv are 
c. tiblislied ccrt-un proportion of members may al-u be nominated by tLe 
T lccroy to repre cut interests and v lews which may hav e been left unrepre«tnt 
cd The pooling together of Indian talent in some such manner for the 
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purpose oE framing a really progre* i\c uul acceptable constitution for TmUi 
w ill well repay the trouble Gentlemen, I Live no doubt tint tie Liberal 
1 edent iuu will m it* present session give its most i ireful consideration to this 
important question, and it would lie prcsiunptuous on mj put to mticipate 
its rcunmicmlations 

It is sad beaoml words tliat an erstwhile Nationalist leader like Mr dumah 
sboull lu\e of lite adopted an cMrcmUj tnieulcut attitude Ihc ailucc 
rceciitU gi\ en b\ him to the "Muslims to ohacnc the * Deliverance Di\ ’ and 
to a. h for \ Ilo\al Cournii siou to enquire into the alleged ‘ itrocitics * oE 
Con wess Go\ eminent-* is most unfortunate rnd uiopportime at this i&xticuhr 
juncture Other j ohtu.nl parties do have uianj serious diif creates with the 
Con we s hut tlicv cannot subscribe to the \ icvt that conummal lngotrv is its 
besetting sm lo fan the fl line of eomimmil bitterness is not only Miicidil 
from the national standpoint but it ls litcraliv pfavmg with file lo such of 
our hiuinui in JnUii who Jie still weildeii to a communal ipproach towanls 
nation il question*- — whether thev lc Iiuidu*, Muslims 01 otl ere — let iw sjj , 

‘ I’ausc and thuth iu it hat manner your continent humau interests and digmt} 
tan be*t lie «afcgu irded No Indian of w Intel cr < i-tc or tommumh (.mime 
his head high with the brand of slai en on bis held I ct m Imo the wisdom 
to nah/e tint immmmil bigotry is i mu i 0 nuist uvihzntiou' While wo 
frvuklv i limt that our narrow toinmiuiil outlook ind scpariu t zed nc i 
serious hiuilrmec to our national progicss, we w oul 1 siv to the British people 
uni their «t itC'inm Vs rej lesuit itivcs of a lug nitiou with gic.it aehicvcmcuts 
to its ereht we tint vou will use to the t i sum am 1 w ill refuse to > idd 
to the tcuiptafi n tf holing iqion In hi s hffi nlttc-* i« ] liquids opportunity 
(l ou l i huts ) 
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pro eedmgs great distinction His pronouncement will be marked by courage, 
originality and \ lgour 

Messages were also received, it was announced, from Air B S Kamat of 
Poona, Rai Bahadur Badri Datt Joiln of Lucknow, Mr M S SLrkar of Shola 
pur, Ah L Yinayaka Rao, Madias, Mi Sri Prakadi Smga, son of tlie late 
iKumvar liajendn Smga, Lucknou, Air B A Gokhale of Bombay, Dr Jai 
Karan Katu Ahsra, Lucknou, Air Apte Dliuna, Poona, Bai Saheb Raghuraj 
Smgli Goui, AlhhaLad, Ah B B Km, Calcutta, and tlie Baja Bahadur of Tiloi 

Ah A T Dcsbpande of Aeotmal regretted Ins inability to attend the ^sion 
owing to il'ne«s mid wished the ses ion all success 

Air Alundle, Caavnpore, extremely lcgiettmg his inability to attend the 
•session, said ‘ Times are critical and inxions The Liberals never slu mk 
irom considered opinions because thev might be unpopul ir I wish the session 
eiery success 

Air Surendia Kath A emu iho announced that tlie lion Dr Htrday Nath 
Kunzru was unaiotdiblv absent todai as he had to be present at Amritsar 
yesterday m connection with the Scout Alela and he would letum tins evening 
Dr Kunzru extreme!} 1 egret ted tl at 1 e could not attend today » sitting 

Sir Couasjec Jelungir, it wa» announced, lud to suddenly leave for Bomba} 
this morning on account of a message lecened by him tlut hi« mother Jml a 
relapse of hc-rt tioub’c and was seuou-.lv ill ‘■ur Cowasjee had asked Air A emu 
to convey luscxtieme rcgiet for lus ab ence 

Sn Clumanlal fectahad had finally decided to attend the session, Air A eruia 
said, but due to sudden illness he could not come Thev all expected him here 
by tie Bombay mail on the iotli evening and were c on v to learn from the 
Bombay delegates that lie avis unable to come 

Air B B Bov, Calcutta, ako exposed las m ibihtv to be pre eut heic 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 
Mr S IV Sasu 

Pioposiu 0 Dr L P Paranjpve to the chau, Ah J K Bi«u ex President 
of the Katio ial Libei »1 I ederation mi 1 

Ladies and gentlemen we bare aimed at a turning point in the history 
of oui people Tlie step tliat we nm now choo«e to take um lead us to the 
call} attainment of the piomr-ed goal or to the wilderness oi to nowheie 
Quia is an oi gamzatton that has not attempted to aun cheap popularity Dao-c 
lio belon Q to the or 0 unzation hai c this satisfaction that though ltmavnot 
be consciously but probably in an unconscious mood its policy has been accepted 
and adopted m practice eieu bi its opponent* AMien tlie Aloutagn letoruis 
ucre pi omulgated, there h as an outcn horn i uious political parties in this 
countr} tlut the scheme aa not to be touclied and tlut it was unacceptable 
The l^gislatuie, -which these l ctoi ui-> Mt up, \aeie to be avoided But we live 
to see that tlie mentality of tho^e who took up tlut attitude has changed md 
gradually they came into tlie legi lituics \ot only did they come into tje 
le<nslituies but they took put in committee-* appointed by the government and 
b} the legislatures about various matter aflccting the a Imimstration of this 
country 

The association that had been refused at the commencement was conti lbu ted 
and effectively contributed as tune rollul on \\ 1 en the rcceut reforms uuder 
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tl e Go; eminent of India kt of 193o tame to be operated, there was at the- 
lummcuecmcnt i \ chcmcnt outburst from an important politic \1 party tliat the 
Go\ eminent of India Act fell far short of what had been expected m tlic way 
of amcfotutitml achance m this country But Alien tic new reforms were 
put in oj>eratioii m the pro\ iuti.il field, at first there A\as tire muuhtc issued 
Ij} tlic part a towiuhllmc referred that office av*i& not to be it cep ted But; 
ifttr about lour mentis tie matter aa is rccon«ulcied aud the point of aicw of 
the mueli ibtt e 1 | art} to Ailueli a\c belong aa a* iccepted, and it aa k> decided tliat 
the other [ irty si ould talc office Since then we know tl e In tor} Office 
aui» nu opted lie Go\ eminent aa as A\crhe«l mil m every A\\y tie opcrition 

o£ the adnum irative mul merj aa i-. more < r !e s tl e ran c a 4 - that which pre 
vmled wlcnifiice lad not been actqdcd bi tie otl cr party Certain ucav 
policies A\crc n » doubt promulgated and attempted to be carried out, but that 
happen* un ler eAcrj system of go\ eminent 

We Ime tl crcforc tlic Mti'faetion of feeling tliat the policy and the ideas 
for aa huh ue mini, tl ougli attempted to l>e ridiculed and to be tieatcd AAitli 
(ontcuiit aactc ultimatcl\ trcasvu cd to heart by the \ cop!e aa ho maligned us, 
uid AAere ultima tel \ ictcd upen b} tlieiu 
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I have the greate*t pleasure, ladies and gentlemen, in proposing Dr. 
Paranjpy e to the choir (Cheers ) 

Mr V N Cbandavarkar 

Air V N Chondavorkar, seconding the motion, sold — Air Chon man, 
ladies and gentlemen, this is the second time, «ir, that you m this city o£ 
Allahabad have ashed me to play tins role in. the absence of our distinguished 
leadeis from Bombay, Sir CbnmnH Setnh cd and Sir Cowosjee Jebangir But 
it is a matter of peculiar privilege to me thot I should get this opportunity 
of seconding this proposal to elect Dr Paranjpye as president of this cession 
of the Liberal Federation Dr Paranjpye, when he met me ’ yesterday, paid 
me the greater compliment m inv life when he said, ‘ You are responsible for 
bringing me here as the president of the Federation ' I do not Laow whether 
I deserve this compliment, but I accepted the compliment because my connec- 
tion with Dr Pvranjpye goes bach to the year 1901 when as a student of the 
Llphuistone Government High School in Bombay 1 was given the pi n ilege 
by the principal ofc my school to offer a right royal i eception when Dr Paranj 
pye returned to his bomelmd from Oambndge with the senior wranglerslup 
in Ins pocket Smce then I Im e had sev eral opportunities of coming m close 
contact with Dr Paionjpyc, °nd the more I know bun the more I have come 
to adnnrc him 

Sir, if there is one man who can call himself a true Liberal it is Dr 
Paranjpye (Heai, hear) He has always taken a aery impersonal view of 
politics, a very impersonal Men social matteis, and a aery impel sonal view 
in educational matters Whether as the principal of the tergusson College, 
or as a Alnnstci in Bombas, or as the Vice Chancelloi m Lucknow University, 
bis administration has been characterized bv principles and not bv expedient* 
Dr Pranajpye became i Minister because he deserved to be Almister, not 
because of his social status or f innly status or because be bad been to jail, but 
be became a Almistei on the record ot work done by him m the matter of 
education as principal ot the I ergu«son College and in the matter of politics as 
a member of the Legislatn c Afc«embl\ and as a member of the Liberal Party 
The one mistake he made m bis hte which we all legretted, was when be 
elected to join that sanctuary of retired civilian* the Council of the 
Secretary of State for India (Laughter and cheer* ) But he atoned for that 
mistake — and I think he xealized that it was a mistake hut he would not admit 
that when he left Bombay — when he cime hack by again taking back to educa 
tional life (laughter a 0 am) and after hi* letiremeut especially from the A lce- 
Chancelloidnp of the limvei*ity of Lucknow by taking his place his rightful 
place m the Liberal Party It does not pay to be a Liberal m these days and it 
will not pay to be a Liberal for another 20 years But it is the Liberal who 
alone, I think will keep this country on the path of progress — progress ba*ed 
on. ethics, based on principle*, fearless of either the British Government or 
fearless of any majority party or fearle « of that gi eat monster of all m this 
coun try, the minority problem To tackle all tLe c e problems which arc facing 
us my submission to you, Sir, is that we cannot hav e a better man than Dr 
Paranjpye Sir, it is my privilege to second the proposal placed before you 
by Air Basu (Cheers ) 

Sir Maharaj Singh 

Supporting the motion, Sir il-Uaraj Singh said — Air Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen, I deem it a great privilege to have been as red to support the 
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resolution which is beEore you Plic pieiious &peakei 1m leEerrcd to one 
mistake which oui piesident elect committed May I refer to one other uus 
take ? Mr Basn said tint Dr Piroirjpye went to Cambridge University As 
qae who mi taught ui Ovford University, I am sure you mil -agree inth me 
m thuikuig tint that w is the second mistake winch Di Paronjpve made 
'lhougli he bod a mo«t distinguished caieei there, I am som to say tbit, 
knowing the tenacity \i ith w Inch Dr Parnnjpye adheres to Ins \ icw s, he hns 
never legictted the mistake that I c nvnle 

Xbiv, ladies *uid gentlemen, I im not going to stand between j ou and 
our president-elect It is a mittei of some disappointment to me today to see 
that, although this lull is full, there aio \ cry feu ladies present But I hope 
that the ladies here w ill ti \ to bring a larger number of Indies for such meetings 
I undei stand that when a constituent isseinblj* takes pi ice we aic going to hue 
adult suffrage I also beliei c tbit adult suffrage includes w omen’s suffrage 

Dr Piraujjiyc has been admnabK described bv the other speakeis He 
has laid a veiv distinguished caicer lie was a Minister in the Bombaj Govern 
ment duiiug vci) difficult dvvs I Imc often hcaid that Dr Paianjpvc was 
ihle to stand up sutccssfulh to a somewhat imusualh stiong and c\ en obstinate 
Govcmoi smU i« Loiil I load was leputed to he 

Di Pai uijpve was telling me onb today that ins fathei pissed nwav when 
he was oiei 60 md tbit lus mothei is still hung it the verv ripe old ige of 96 
(Applau«o) Ihoi sivthat hciebtr counts a i cn gic it dc.il so fir -s longc 
aitv is com. erne l md tlieretorc, wc may all be win thitDr Piranjpyc will 
live to i goof old a„c (t beers) I hive nothing mote to six cvcpt coidraHy 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

Dr R „P Paranjpye, president, tken delivered tLe following address — ■ 

Brother delegates, ladies and gentlemen — I am deeply grateful to the 
Reception Committee and to my fellow Liberals m the country for the honour 
they have done me in calling me to preside over the Federation a second time. 
I wi«h it h°d been possible to entrust this position to somebody more deserving 
than myself I bad the honour of pre-idmg at our Lucknow Q e=sion in 1924, 
and it is perhaps remarkab’e that the same individual is called again to preside 
at another session m the «ame prov nice Besides this I consider myself as, 
nest to ’Maharashtra, belonging to this piovince, lnvmg spent six happy years 
in your mid-t I hope therefoie that vou will graciously overlook my shortcom 
ongs and give me your coidial co-operation in conductmg successfully the 
proceedings of this important conference 

Our Losses 

During the last vear our party lost Sir Hormasji C Din«liaw who joined 
our party at its a ery inception twenty one years ago and was a great philanthro- 
pist and a staunch Liberal and membei of our Council We have al«o to 
mourn the loss of TIi S S Per*La, a leader of the komti communitv of 
Bombay, who was a member of oiu party since 1918, and Dr Sir N - Choksey 
who was a distinguished Liberal and public w orher of Bombay 

The late Iiunw ar Rajentlra bingh w as a stalwart Liberal and a towel of 
strength to the part) especially in U P He was a mmister under the Montagu 
Chelmsford refoims and resigned as a protest ngimst the all British personnel 
of the Simon Commission His passing away is a great lo » to our party aud 
the piovince 

Further I cannot but refer to the gieat Io s the wlio’e countiy has 
sustained m the death of H H Su Siyajirao Gaik wad of Biroda a most 
capah’e and distinguished ruler who was looked up to not only In his own 
subjects but by all Indians as a trusted leader keen on the all sided progress 
of India 

The Liberal Party 

TLe Liberals may be comparatively few in numbers, especially d we only 
take mto account those who openly pioclauu them eh es as such, buu I am 
convinced that the Liberal point of view is shared by a \ ery wide section of our 
countrymen and that we, the dn ect inheritors of the original political mov e 
ment m India, are canymg the torch lighted bv Dadabliai jid Ranade, Pheioz 
sliah and Suiendranatb, Gokbale and AA acha A AI Bose and AA C Bonnerjce, 
Hume and AA edderbum, Tayabjee and Tclang and, shall I sav, even bv Tdak and 
llalaviya The Libei ah are the legitimate successor of the old Congies and 
though for the last twen tv yeois it has got into othei hands and, casting off 
the well tried methods of old, sought new guides said followed new wavs, we 
still firmly belicre that our po'icy is ultimately more eflicacious and will lead 
to abiding results AA e aie pamfuflv conscious that orn policy does not make 
the same appeal to the common man as s 0 me other policies do While we 
admit that wo Libeials do not put the same energy mto oui political propaganda 
and should take a lesson in this respect from other partie-, we cannot shut 
our eyes to the fact that middle parties that can only appeal to reason, common 
sense and experience are always apt to take a subordinate place in times of 
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storm and t tress But we should not Io«c heart and, realizing that in the 
broad stream oE national life a fen years arc comparativ cl} m-ignificant, and 
that sanity and statesmanship will ultimately proa ail, carry on 'our vvorh in 
the linn belief that w e are the tl c trustees of a glorious tradition and in full 
confidence that our work will surely bear frmt ui the progress of oiir beloved 
• country 

The International Situation 

\\ hen w e met last year m Bombay, the international horizon appeared 
dark The Anschluss of Austria and the Munich settlement dismembering 
Czechodov ikia had been accomplished, tlic Smo- Japanese “ incident " was still 
contmuiug, .aid the cofiict m Spain v\ as going decided!} m^fav our of t rrnco, 
though mil not at an end The anti Commmtem pact between German}, 
Italy and Japan was the chicE fcatme of the world situation Germany imdcr 
Hitler, after tearing up the Treaty of Vcr-aiUcs was frmticalh re irunug, and 
I n gland and Trance were mu casing their armaments in «cl£ defence Poland 
winch had helped herself to a Mice of hapless Czechoslovakia ajjpeared to be 
one of the powerful countries of Europe, though it looked as if it was being 
gradual!} estranged from its allimcc with 1' ranee Danzig continued to 
be an opui tore. The League of Nations w as gradually losing all its potcu 
tialitv for Kucccssfullv settling mtcraational disputes PaIe«tmo was in great 
Cermeut owing to the violent conflict Iciwccu tLc Vrabs and the Jews. 
Abv ssinia though nommallv conquered bv It-h was proving a hornet’s nest 
both militarily anil economically The persecution of the Jews was going 
incrrih on m Gennanv and Yustria, md It lly lnd began to take a leaf from 
her totahtarnn Mstcr in this abomination Russia, though bated and reviled by 
the die tators ippcarul an\iou« to lie rc< ogmzcd as a respectable member in 
the coinitv of nation*, c«{>cci illy democratic nations, and democracies looked 
with sympathy »nd hopeful interest on tlic gicat economic and political experi- 
ment that was being carried out tlere bLe professed strict adherence to the 
principles of international morality and sneered at the backwardness of demo- 
cracies in earning out solutions against -ggressor nations 

boon after the beginning ot the vear the douds got dirker still 
Hitler not satisfied with his profes ckI, and to a icrtaiu extent osteusibl} 
txaseilible, objective of gathering up all Germans under the llcicli, bW ooped 
down upon Prague, uul m out form or another incorporated Czecho- 
slovakia into (iiniaiiv At last the dcmuinucs of LngJand ind I ranee 
were roll'll to aetiuu llitv gave undertakings to Poland, Bouiumu, 
iurkev and <» rexxe to goto their help m ea-c of attack hj Gerruanv and 
rvdoub’cd tlitir work on rearmament iVaud wuh Danzig as the spear 
point of allot k, was the immediate object of Hitlers unbitiou L\cr}bod) 
knew that effective help could not lie given to Poland bv Lngland and l ranee 
except with the cooperation of Kussu Sa wlm appeared to be belated and 
almost unwilling negotiations began with lUi These were mtenmnabl} 
protracted ui l at L.«t came to nothing In the meanwhile llussn, which had 
SO far prifessevl die most une\ceptionallv correct ill ttmaticnial principles had 
been Mxivth ncgitiatuig a jut with tiermain and as soon as it was si Tied 
Geniunv felt that it was no longer liable to attack on both fronts and there* 
f,re suAkulv atta» Led Poland ljiglatid and I ranee declared war a amis t 
Gtnnauv m amnlunc with tl cir undertaking, but without Bus-ia the\ were 
uitab’e to save I Vand which wxs overrun within one month Ilus-ia, perhaps 
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to stop Germany occupying the whole of Poland, a]*o overran that hapless 
country which was partitioned between the Nazi and Communist dictator-. 
The part of the Polish loot that Russia obtained almost without firing a shot 
has effectually* prcv cnted German access to Rumania and the Balkans Russia 
did not rest content with this bloodless accession of teiritory She began, 
to exert pre* sine on Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia which have foi all practical 
purposes become Russian protectorates almost as the Indian States ai e of the. 
Government of India Not satisfied witli this she began to try the same dodge 
with f inland, and tins has led to serious military opeiations whose end cannot 
he in doubt but wluch has evoked the sympathy ot the whole woild towards 
her Russia has* thus practicJly become tlic most powerful power in the 
Baltic, and Germany appeals to have lo*t more than she gamed by her pact 
with Russia 

The war between Germany and the western democracies goes on, for the 
moment at a snail s pace One does not know how long this state of things 
will last Any small incident mav further extend the aiea of the conflict 
India has for the moment been far from the eentie of active operations, but 
dangers can very easily be conceived under «ome po««ible circumstance* Owing 
to the understanding between Russia and Germany, Italy is feeling disgruntled 
and is getting estranged from her leceut partner m the Rome Berlin axi« 
If Italy had stood bv Germany, India would have immediately felt the effects 
owing to the Italian po ition on the Red Sea and the east coast of Africa 
Rv en now if Russia and Germany decide to join forces and cooperate m active 
operations, a thing which is not out ot the range of piactical possibilities, 
India will immediately be in some danger on its northwest fiontier It 
would, bow ev er, be useless to speculate on a future which is so uncertain and 
which is constantly changing Suffice it to say that India s eoinparativ e safety 
for the present and aI«o its liability to dangei m future are dependent on the 
British connection 

Lesson for India 

1 have dilated at some length on the international situation as over and 
above Us intrinsic importance and its possible repercussions on India, it has 
several lessons for all of us To the extremists on the left who at least till 
recently, took their cue directly or mdnectv from Russia and dieamtof acorn 
raumst regime m our country as the veiv antithesis of all imperialism the 
sudden emergence of Russia as an imperialist pow er ready to ti ample on her 
weaker neighbours and to cast all ideas of international morality to the winds 
must have come as a great disappointment There are ot course some among 
them vv ho still swear hj the name of Rus-ia and can see nothing w rong m any 
of her actions , but to most people Bolshov ik Russia is now unmasked as Czanst 
Russia under a diffeient name with only a greatev power of doing evil To the 
vast nvvjoi lty of Congressmen who hav e adopted independence as India s goal 
but who give only a Up serv ice to the cieed ofc non \ lolence it should be apparent 
that theic is no place in these davs foi states that are not fully prepared to 
defend tliem«eU es m all ev entuahties It should be obv ious to them that coin- 
paratvve *vfety lies only in an intimate association with a large and powerful 
organization like the British Commonwealth of Nations Weakness and result mg 
non. violence will he no safeguard against nations that are out to grab as large 
portions of the world as they can An independent India standing entirely 
alone on its own resources will inevitably fall a v ictrai to some other power, be 
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it Japan, Russia, Italy or Germany 1 inally tie present international situation 
must serve as a warning to the British Go\ eminent also 1 or nearly a century 
Britain has followed a policy in regard to India which is mainly dictated by 
■suspicion Whatever basis there might have been for it immediately after 
the "Mutiny, this policy has non been shown up as unstatesmanhke If 
India had been properly organised for defence it would hav e had a 
tremendous weight on the international situation Its asst man power 
and its almost infinite natural ie c ouiees luve not been utilized as they 
should have been The present feierish activity appears like the attempts 
to begin to dig a well wlen the house is on fire \ny measures taken 
non lull require some time to produce their effect One would line 
thought that the experience of the last w ar would lm c taught a useful le«son to 
our rulers, but that lesson was soon f oi gotten, and the policy of “ dnide and 
rule , of keeping India weak so that it should always require Butish support 
has been followed once again May one hope that all sections of Indian and 
British opinion will, at least at tins htc hour, Lke a sane view of things and 
begin earnestly to prepare for a dangeious and uncertain future ? 

Resignation of Congress Ministers 

An immediate result ot the war on India has been the suspension of demo 
cratic Government in seven provinces and the taking over by the Governors of 
the administration of these prov mces m their on n hands Whatev er one may 
think about tho way in which the Congress ministries hav e carried on the 
administration foi twenty seven months — and I shall luve Pomethmg to say 
about it later — these lesigmtions arc to le rcgietta) m e\ eij w tv The whole 
position appe us to have been grossly mismanaged both by the Butish Govern 
ment .aid the Congie*s ministries Government appear to hav e ov erlooked the 
Let that the Iudiv ot 1939 is uiffei cut from the India of 1914 and to assume 
that Indian self respect will reconcile ltsolt to an) action that Go\ eminent may 
independently tike M bile there w ould pi obnbly have been veiy little opposi 
tion hom the Indi n public to range Indn on the side of the democracies 
in opposition to "Nazi Germany it Indian leadeis and peibaps the Central Lcgis 
litiuo hid been consulted befoichand, Indians feel that tliej continue to be tied 
to the coat tails ot Butam and that their pelt icspect coimts tor naught with the 
authouties Inch ms lccogmze that detente me .smes have to be liken m seciecy 
long beforehand but it should hav c been posMb'e to secure the acquiescence ot 
the leideia ot Indian opinion m the ceutiJ md even prov uicial legishtuies 
betore Indian ti oops weic sent abioad to Lgvpt, fcnngapoze ..nd other places 
W ith a genuine desire to consult and respect Iudun opinion there would Iiave 
been no dithcult) m eonv incin 0 the Indian public about the necessity of this 
move lurtLei wLui wai was dually declaied, a secret ses'-ion of the CentaaJ 
Legislature should Lave lcui m mediately t led to acquaint India with all 
aspects of the question, uid India would have become a belligcicnt voluntarily m 
stead on the meic hat of British Government ILc \ nous statements made later 
by tLe A lccrov and the fccuetaiv ot btate could have been made then, though 
perhaps in a diffeient tone and in more concibatoiy phia^es Government 
should not hive depended mciely on the offeis ot help trom Indian Princes — 
the e are naturally to be cxpecte l as a matter ot eour«e — out should have done 
something to appeal to the heart of the Indui pcop'c But Government appears 
to have token merely a formal and legalistic view ot its position ani immediately 
.declared India a belligerent Tnis lea ling ot tue situation appears justified trom 
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■a consideration o£ the declarations made by ‘Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit 
Jawaharlal Kehru immediately on the declaration of w ar But imagination 13 
the last thing our Government possesses and a fine opportunity o£ -winning the 
heart of India was allowed to slip away 

Congress Demand for a Declaration 

But, if Gov eminent did not show any imagination m deal mg w ith the 
situation, I am afraid the Congress oiganization allowed itself to be rushed into a 
position from which escape is difficult While the first thoughts of the M vhatma 
and the Pandit were statesmanlike and generous, all this changed when the 
Working Committee of the Congiess w os called to discuss the situation The 
effects of mob psychology weie immediately apparent in such a meeting Instead 
of. c onfi ning itself to the war situation it made a demand £01 an immediate 
dedal ation of the war aims so fai as the} relate 1 to India Now it should have 
teen obvious to everybody that such auu& could only be laid down in guicxal 
teims, and definite words 01 dates aaeic impossible to announce while the war 
was just m its initial stages Nobod) can piophe«y the actual situation at the 
end of the war Government put forwaxd, not only "s 1 meie debating point 
but as a real difficulty, the existence o£ communal tension as the mam obstacle in 
the way o£ gav mg a categorical aindei taking The Congiess should not have 
hid itself open to such a ictoit 01 made «uch a fanciful or impracticable 
demand as the com ocation of a constituent assembly It should have addie«sed 
it«el£ to the ta«k o£ achieving Hindu "Muslim unit} and not indulged m a wordy 
warfare with Mr Irnnah b) means o£ declaration*, statement or articles m 
the Hanjan all oE which have merely rc ulted m making the communal tension 
even gieater It should have taken Government it its word when it «aid that 
the aim ot the Butish policy w as the estabhslunent of Dominion Status m India, 
and implied somewhat as follows \ou say that you wish to put India in the 
nay of attaining full Dominion Statu* Me accept voui statement at its full 
face value But you know as well as we do that it involves full pxcpaicdnc«s to 
defend ourselves Me see the gaave external daugeis facing India What 
immediate steps are you going to take to make India self sufficient in matters of 
defence? The acid test of youi bona jiles is a 1 eat 1 mess to help India in this 
mattci Take Indian public opinion into full confidence and lo o not a moment 
m taking all ucceasUy steps to oigunz° the po ici ot the countr) both in men 
and lesouices Above ill, therefoic chan 0 e ilia«tically )oui defence and external 
poke) , cease to ie 0 ard India with suspicion, give hex your full confidence treat 
her as an equal , take steps to indnnvzc the airnv , do not depend upon only 
a few classes fcoi join defence iorces but make the nun air torce au 1 navy 
bioadbised on the whole ot the Indian people oigunizc Indian, mdustnes on a 
farm tooting irrespectiv c ot any temporary ill efteef- on British industries , start 
new industries which ai e ot basic national nnpoitmcc, cncomage Indian ship 
ping and do not thwait it m the interests ot vested British capital Aho give up 
youi conscious or sub-conscious dependence on the div isions among Indians toi 
the continuance ot British rule Lncouragc the ruleis of Indian {states to 
introduce responsible government tbcie m the sune way as in British proviu 
ecs Do all these things and the w ho'e of India w ill rally to y our side as 
one man’ If the Congress load taken some such hue there would have 
been no chance for making debating points as arc now being made on both «ules 
On the one haul, su U a pra heal attitude woul 1 have been appreciated 
by the p opto o£ kiglrad ml the world in geneial, md India would 
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have had the whole British people, who aie, broadly speaking, lovers of 
democratic freedom, on its side On the othei hind, a programme like this 
when fully earned out would make India truly capable of Swaraj — call it 
independence or Dominion Status — and nojxxly would then Lc able to resist 
a demand for at Instead of such a piactical md straightforw ard statement 
of India s demands which everybody can uiidei stand and accept as leasonable, 
the Congiess, as is its wont, continues to Imp on vague phrases and meaningless 
formula! which, even if accepted, will Icid m future to endless difficulties of 
interpretation and clmges of b d faith on both sides 

Viceroy’s Offer of Change at the Centre , 

In its insistence on woids and formula; the Congiess missed the possibility 
of making a great advance which could have been made without a gieit change 
in the Government of India Act In Ins oiigma! statement the Vicctoy offeied 
to form a consultative committee, on which public opinion would be fully 
represented, to help in the prosecution of the w ar The offer w as no v ague 
and so dependent on the personal prcdilcctious of the authorities that it was 
rightly rejected by all parties In the succeeding discussion with Mi Gandhi, 
however, this offer was considerably modified, and the Viceroy agiecd to 
nominate certain public leaders to his Lxccutive Council This offer w as also 
contemptuously icjectcd by the Congress To me it appears that this was a 
great mistake This suggestion could probably ba\ e been lrmmered into the 
torn of a cabinet responsible to the legislature and a convention might 
have been established whereby if one ot these new ministers m charge of any 
departments lost the confidence ot the legislature he would have had to resign 
At present one of the great detects ot our transitional lmckuieiy of government 
is the 11 responsible and irremovable personnel ot the Ceutnl Government 
hoi a legal and toimal change m the Central Gov eminent m all its aspects 
much time and energy w ould have to be spent by Parliament to make the 
necessary alteiatious in the Government of India Act, v tbmg which would 
kav c been impossible at the present moment , Lcncc an attempt should have 
been made to put the pioposal ot the Vicuoy into an acceptable shape It may 
not have given a veiy great deal, but it cannot at the same tune be considered 
altogether insignificant It is the duty of piactical men to take w hatev er is 
offered pro\ ided it is a p a t ot an acceptable w hole, and me this part itrelf 
as a level to get the remainder The history of the British Cabinet system 
itself shows that it attained its present form by gradual and even impel ceptible 
steps during a period ot ovei a hundred ycare This is not the first instance 
by any means when the Mahatma has by Ins absrnd insistence on formal 
terms lost a golden oppoitunity ot D cttmg a valuable step forward m the 
path of India a progress 

A Constituent Assembly 

file insistence on a constituent assembly seems to L c equally impolitic 
The scheme can be riddled with objections and its discussion is likely to 
create further ddjjcnltlM It teems magnificent to call such an assembly 
elected on "dult tnllrage, tat does one eeiiouslj flunk that the illiterate 
villager, vita would form tta v-ast portion of tile electorate, is capable o£ 
pronouncing an opinion upon complicated matters lie the machinery 0 £ 
tta Government o£ a vast country lie India' Is it too uncharitable 
to say that Mr Gandhi evtpects to cam- the uneducated voter off his 
feet by means o£ a whirlwind campaign m winch high-sounding words 
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like truth, AUunsa, Charkha, Dliarma, untoucliability, reinforced, if need be, by 
tLe threat of a fast, Mould be used as slogans to give him a mandate to do what 
he likes ? Is it not likely that such a campaign will lead to inter communal 
riots unless there is previous understanding with the leaders of other parties ? 
Already there hav e been several modifications of the 01 lginal idea of the adult 
suffrage , minorities ore to be given the light of separate election for the 
pm pose of e'ectmg this assembly , the question of weightage has been left 
beautifully a ague , the question of the repiesentation of Indian States has been 
untouched , the way m w Inch minorities of opinion that do not bow the knee 
at the Shegaon 6hrme me to be represented Las been left uncon«ideied , and 
a v ast number of other questions hav e been held ovei possibly to giv e a chance 
to tbp Mahatmas “inner voice to esque^s itself Several of the«e questions aie 
to be first settled, according to Mi Gandhi, by a consultation among the leadeis 
of the v a nous parties, or even by tLe award of the Government which it is in 
tended to replace If such an agieement is possible on these vital preliminary 
points m regard to the formation of the constituent assembly bv a friendly 
discussion betvv ecu the leaders or even tin ought the benevolent mtci v eution of 
Government itself, whit objection can there be to such discussion on the whole 
question of our constitution itself ? If the thing is po «ible in one connection it 
should be possible m another I am reminded of the ambitious chemist who 
de&ned to discovei a reagent which could dissolve evciy solid substance, but w*.s 
nonplussed when asked by a plain man m what receptacle he was gomg to store 
tins leagent Is it too much to say tlut Mr Gandln is like tins chemist who 
does not see such a piactical objection to his ambitious scheme ? The history 
of all constituent assemblies, whenev er they appear to hav e succeeded, show s 
that the ground was first of all fullv piepared by informal discussion among 
all leadeis and by securing an alinot-t complete prelimmarv unanimity and 
then if at all it was considered necessary, a formal cachet of appi oval was 
given to it by means of v constituent assembly it it could be convoked Manv 
such ambitious piojects hav e on the otliei hand led to heated disputes that 
ended in nothing as at the time of the 1 rench devolution I am inclined 
to think that a inoie appiopnate couise toi om leaders would be to follow 
the path, which though it actually failed m the end, seemed to be so proun mg, 
and get together a small informal and man igeable conference like th it which 
drafted the Nehru lepoit 1 a cn Pandit Jawaharhl may condescend to tike 
a leaf out of lug father 9 book 

Lost Opportunities 

To me it appeal s to hav e been i tactical mistake on the part of the 
Congress to m c ist at this juncture on a formal declaration by Gov eminent 
about the future system of government in ludu with a veiled threat of 
non-cooperation \\ bile I say this I am e pnJIv clem that Government 
of its own accord should hav e come out with an appeal and a declaration 
of policy which would hive stirred the imagination of the Indian people 
and enlisted their Leai t, as I hehev e their head already was, on the «ide 
of the democracies which had taken up arms in defence of freedom and 
international ordei Thus there lias been a lamentable senes of lost 
opportunities on both sides and instead of cordial co-operation there lias 
been interminable and fruitless discussion in a huckstering spint tv crybody 
knows that at the end of the war everything will change and India cannot 
remain as it was Lv en as a result of the last war there occurred dev clopments. 
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-which, howev er disappointing and halting, did mean some improvement and 
could ime led to much greater progress, if our leaders as well as Got enimenfc 
had phyed the game in a spirit of mutual understanding Non twenty years 
1 av e rev olutiomsed the whole outlook Awakened India cannot be disregarded 
any more, and if it cbceifally and whole heartcdly ranges itself on the side 
of the allies, its fnttue pzogicss would hare been assured It is not too late 
even non The Allies aie faced with a problem far more difficult than they 
weic twenty five years ago, and In Inn support will coimt a gi cat deal both 
from the moi ll and material point of a lew The outlook of the British lias 
also materially altered, and there would ha\ c been a ery little opposition even 
from the diclvuds of Britain to i radical change in Indu s constitution I 
must notice another co isequcncc of the diffeient attitudes taken ou the one 
hand by the Congi ess and on the other by Muslim leaders like Sir Sikaildar 
Hayat Ivlvui and Air I izl ul Hurj and by the Indian States When after the 
war there is renewed consideration of the Indian problem, British statesmen 
will he necessarily influenced bv tins contrast, anil at least unconsciously, their 
weight will be on the side of those sections and against the Urge mass of 
nationalist India a very Urge proportion of whom aie Hindus Hindus ah Cady 
have had to make wire sonahle concessions to those sections in the form of 
weightagc and disproportionate representation m services and legislatures to 
secure then support is it wise on their part to increase their own difficulties 
in future and make the achievement of a purely democratic India, in which 
caste and creed and clw lmc noplace, even more difficult than it need lmo 
been ? 

Working of Provincial Democracy 

light provincial Governments m which Congi ess had a big majority 
hive been ruling their provinces £01 over two years and have now lcsigued 
In =ev cn of these piavmccs Gov emors hav c assumed full powers of Gov eminent, 
and m the i emaming four prov mccs responsible democi itic Gov eminent® are 
still functionmg It is now time to take stock ot the situation and ex inline 
the prosper t« ot demo racy in India In the first place the fears entei tamed 
by the British dichar b about the transfer of lvw md order to popuhrly 
elected minis ti ics have on the whole proved unfounded Though theic 
have been in mv complunts, some of them with a substratum of truth 
hut mo->t of them without any foundation one cm say m general that 
responsible Government m the pi ounces has proved moderately success 
£ul The MiuisteiB have woiked haul and done their best to cany out 
then piogi irnme though signs of moidmate huiry want of previous 
expel lcuce, md excessive anxiety to consolidate then own pirty lather 
than adv mco the interests of the countiy as a w hole md conciliate minorities, 
have been but too evident Policies have been followed and legislation has 
been enoctc 1 w Inch iuve not pi o luce 1 all tin, effects desued Occasionally 
there have been a tenlencr to ride lough skol over classes m winch their 
opponents have piedounnancc In spite of high sounding phrases on their 
bps most of the ministries have not shown themselves to be bcttei til ui tiie 
previous bureaucratic Governments in the distribution ofc pationao-e oi to be 

above manipulating rules and legulations to get them own supporters out of 
tight corncis The o'd trick of ip pointing committees or commission, Q f 
mvestigitioa to get rid foi the tune being ot unpleasant educations 1 U3 bcui 
iully learnt Many high sounding pi oim&es have been entirely forgotten or 
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even explained way Financial commitments Lm e been made which it would- 
be veiy difficult to meet in their entirety Some of the minorities have been 
rubbed on the wrong side and they feel so disgi untied that they are expiessing 
their delight at the lesignation of the ministries Sectional, linguistic and 
class fav ouritisin is not unknown There has been a lecrudescence of communal 
tension With all these criticisms the single fact that the Governors hat e not 
felt themselves called upon to exercise their lesened pow ers owing to any 
serious in\ asion of the rights of minorities shows that the machine of pro\ incial 
autonomy can work, e\en though cieakily There is reason to hope that if 
the elected legislatures and their responsible cabinets are allowed to work in 
full independence, unfetteicd by extraneous interference, democracy will be 
found to hove a suitable soil in our countiy 

Totalitarian Tendencies 

The great danger to demociacv in India appears to be the glow mg spirit 
of totalitarianism both in the Congress and the 'Muslim League In a true 
democracy the elected repic«cntatives must realize tl eir lesponsibihty to their 
electors, and the cabinet to the elected lepiescntatives If by the mtei position 
of an extraneous authoi lty the sense of tins responsibility is dcadeuc 1 demo 
cracy cannot be «aid to be stable w hatev ei external facade it mav lme or by 
whatever name it may choose to call it«clf The Congress ministries m the 
eight provinces could not by any Wretch of imagination be c illed responsible 
to the meinbeis of their legislatures 01 the piimaiy electois They aie 
the bond slaves ot a small junta called the Pai hamentary Committee and 
of the "Mahatma who ically controls all oig am zat ions ofc the Congress 
and whose woid is law Ihe electors are only expected to vote once 
m five years tor the candidates iepic«entm D the Congiess and take 
part in periodical demonstrations £01 the gi cater glory ot the Milutma 
or any of his Lenclmien of gi eater or lets impoitance As foi the 
Congress membeis of the legislatures “theirs is not to question why then a is 
but to vote md he often to their own convictions All this goes under the 
name of discipline which is said to be necessary m a tunc of wai e\en ot i 
non \ lolent character By the way this continued use ot nuhturv language 
m the mouth of the ap ostle ot ahitnsa appears to me to he mci e cant I can 
appreciate a sense ot discipline in any organized body ot uidu iduals, but it 
should be so exeicr-ed as not to kill all sen«e of self lespect or independent 
judgment I can undeistand the Congress laying down genei il lines of policy 
and compai mg notes at mterv als But w hen it comes to oue raembei of the 
Parliamentary Committee interfering ui the choice ot the personnel of the 
cabinets, or in the det ills of admmistrativ e 01 legislator e measures or eien, if 
rumour is not a lying jade m matters of appointments gieat and simll m 
three or foui provmces we ire no longer withui the domain of legitimate 
discipline but are dreadfully close to I ascimi oi Nazism The list and the most 
important of the ten commandments of the I ascist militia is "Mu‘«olnu is 
alw ays right the Nazis are taught that Justice and Hitlei s w ill arc one 
and the same In the Congiess organization from the lmmbL«t prunarv 
member of a viUa n e Congiess committee to the Piemiei of a prov mce eveiybody 
has to legard the view of the Mahatma as saciosiuct And this view may 
change as violently as you like Thus the lcfusal m April, 1937 , to form 
-ministries unless the Governois giv e on undertaking not to me their safeguaid 
mg jjowers, and the decision to form such ministries m July of the same year 
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without obtaining such an undertaking, wen. both piaiscel by the obedient 
CongiesMiien as the hi D he»t exhibition o£ statesmanship The decision to fast 
at Hajkot and tlie decision to B ive nj> that fist a few days later without much 
having liappcncl in the mterv al, both sent oui patriots into extacics as supreme 
illustrations of malatmic grandeui The Latin poet held up a womans heart 
as the perfect type of w hat is \ arymg and changeable, but he obviously nev er 
came itro s a Mahatma m tho e primitive days 1 Seriously , this absiud venera 
turn for the word of in individual, however eminent, is the absolute negation 
of tl e democratic ideal We luvem oin count! y but too many of such deified 
men and the hosts of their mi'gtndcd devotees , but they generally wear a 
religious garb But democratic politics is a prretical business based on bistory, 
reason an l experience , it should not find a place £01 such supermen vvliethci 
thev aic callel a Duce a Inbrer or a Mahatma If at the piesent time w o 
express sampathv for dcmociaaes fighting for freedom, we should take caic 
that we oui selves are not unvv ittm 0 ly heading for the abyss of totalitarianism 
which is its verv antithesis 

What I have said about the totahtamn tendencies in the Congicss applies 
m some mea«urc to the Muslim League ami some othci orgmizatious Mr 
Jinnah is claiming to be the Muslim Mahatma whose wold is law ml who can 
t ike am decisions like the ret ent decision to observ e a day of thanksgiving 
at the recent lcsignation of Congress ministers without consulting his col 
league He lias not vet learnt all the tricks of Mabatmaship, but appeals to be 
etting oil M i} one hoi e that the Muslims, with their long tra litions of 
democratic ctjuahtv w ill not imitate this undesirable aspect ot tl o Congress 
organization i* What demotraev wants sic capible, farscemg and state manlike, 
leader', not a Leader v «h a csi ital 1 I 

Hindu Muslim Tension 

lhc great ol taelc m the way oL India » lcichmg its political god is the. 
growing w mt ot confidence 1 etwc.cn the Muslim Lc iguc and the Cougn. s In 
spite ok auv dieted dctaile l charges I think everybody w ill ulnut th it tlicsc 
cannot I e serious at 1 e umot geneiallv be sub't udiatc 1 Of touri-c m my 
j articular j late small in ittcrs loom lar 0 e and continual repetition of such eliar Q cs 
uicrui-es the nnt ltion It tnyboly n bent on hudrng ernes toi ^lousing 
he < in iln » » hn 1 tlu.ni Bui sensible lea ler* shoul 1 i ike care not to attach 

ui exaggerate 1 unj ortauee to ueh matters ud shoul 1 tiy to smooth out such 

differences But ow m„ tc the strained relations exactly the opposite course 
is being fo'lowc I On the si lc ot the minority i irtv there is too gnat ui 
insistence on nou-e scntials which ire bcui 0 leprcsuitcd as matter-, of vital 
nmonal toueem Thus the stress lai 1 upon the Congress 0 ig mid the attempts 
to force it down upeii all as n national Ua 0 leads to the Muslim League insisting 
ujxiu its own tia_, Vfter dl i lii 0 is a mere symbol, and it should he a symbol 
c£ unity ruLerthui of Iword ml I hoic tie recent declaration of the 
Mahatma that tt shoul I not tc limstcd at any place if there is any objection 
to it v> til lx. strictly follow ul 1 v all tou e rcsnuai lie same is the case with 

the Baude Mauraiu sou 0 the Charklia and hhaddar and GamUii cap All 

the c mav be very „uod in their wav ) ui the aitemj is to force them down tlie 
throats of others even tl ou^li tkc\ may be m a numerical mmonty , only help 
to accentuate the tension \\ hen the large an I more v ital questions have been 
satisfactorily sett’ed anl there i«t a general feeling ot friendliness everywhere, 
it woull not be very difficult to dev uc a national flag or to have a national 



( 23 ) 


anthem acceptable to nil I am not particularly attracted by a special party 
uniform as it seems to be an mutation of the black 01 broom slnrts of the. 
Fascists and Lvazis, still I consider that a generally accepted national dress will 
add to the solidarity of the country, though tins should evolve of itself ratliei 
thon be specially invented and forced upon eveiyhody Sumloi remarks {can 
be made about the Vidyo. Mandxr scheme and othei alleged c rases of difference 
The leadeis should try to keep such matters m tlie background ratliei thui 
bring them pioinmently forward But uufoitunatcly this is exactly wli n t is 
often not being done 

The Congress Claim 

The main cause of all tins tension is, 1 owever, the amour propre of both 
sides The Congiess considers itself eiitit'od to ieprc«ent the whole nation 
including the Muslims, while the Muslim League wonts to be lecogmzcd as the 
only body representing the Muslim® To an ob^en ei who is in neitliei of 
thc®e camps it seems tint while tlicie is some substratum of truth m both these 
claims they cannot he fully sustained The Congress is undoubtedly the 
bigge«t and be«t organized political body m the country But it cannot be 
considered as the solo representative of all sections In spite of the presence 
in it of a few Muslims and in spite ot \auous attempts at mass contact 
with them, one must admit tnat tlie huge body oi Muslims do not repaid it as 
representing themselves and do not considei then interests ®afc m its hands 
This may be an unreasonable attitude on then pait, but it is ab uul to deny its 
existence The land'd ds and capitalists h a\ e also not joined it m any large 
numbeis We Liberals aho do not belong to it though we aie alwayb piepoied to 
suppoit many individual items m its piogiammc In spite of the prai ewoitliy 
eftorts of the Malvatama for the uphlt ot tl e H nyuis tl ere is, I believe, a feeling 
among them that the sympathy of many Congi e^inen is only skin deep and 
it is undoubted that Di Ambedkai, tl eir undisputed leader, has not identified 
lumsclE with Congi ess activities like tic Hanjan Sevak Sangh intended toi 
their advance On the other hand, the Iu®<m mov emeut and the labour mov c 
ment are undoubtedly critical of tl e aims and methods of tLe Congress though 
they may not ffi all cases have formally separated from them The Congress can 
not entirely represent eitner tne 1 rgo body of progressive Hindu opinion re 
presented by Mr bavaikar, filial Paimanand and Di Moonjc, oi the luge though 
compaiatively silent body ot banatam Hindus who sigh tor tne levival of 
ancient Hindu culture I leave out of account the question, ot the attitude of 
the Indian States and then people®, though any national political movement 
must include them m its purview In view of all tl esc facte the Congi ess 
cannot claim to be tne the sole representative ot India, though it is the most 
important single political body in the country and though it cm command huge 
majorities m many provinces, winch perhaps is paitly explained by the general 
existence of singled membered con®tituencies which tend to leave mmonties 
unrepresented and also by the glamour attaching to Mr Gandhi « name and 
personality 

The Muslim League 

It is necessaiy to examine nr the ®ime detail tlie claim of the Muslim 
League But in tins case al®o it may be generally admitted that it is the mo t 
important organization among tlie Muslim® Owing to the intense background 
of religion, dissidents among them arc not so vocal as in tlie case of the 
Congress, though one can name the Shia®, the Monnns and others as at least 
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indifferent to the League It-js prob-Mc also that many of tic youngei cduci 
ted Mu shin* arc not attracted to the League, partly because they aie not £ma 
tiealh rehgiou* and partly bcciusc they consider that a national moa ciucnt 
must lm e a broader ba'-e than mcie ldigion Theic is also an appreciable 
number o£ nationalist Muslims whose leadei is II mlana Abul Ivahm Azad, of 
Communist minded Mud mi-, nho uc attracted by Bo'slcusm, and of Muslim 
icEormers who rigud modem Tmhey of Ivamal Ataturh as an example to follow 
It maj be said m general teams that tie claim of the Muslim Leiguc is as 
well 01 as ill founded as the claim of the Cougrcss 11 hen theic is anj dismeh 
nation to accept these cl urns it is sound policy not to iu ike them but to depend 
upon actual woik and the intrinsic meut of their programmes for their 
tacit acceptance bj all But both bo lies aie now making these claims a matter 
of prcitige, in 1 when in any dispute picshgo come in, comiuoxisen^e ami sanity 
ire sure to go out 
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that on one or two points there may be a difference of view , but on such 
questions free -vote should he allowed and the decision should be left to the un 
restricted judgment of the Assembly without the use of the party whips 
Such a freedom of voting is not unknown even in British cabinets, and I know 
of at least one instance where even m the iloiley Alin to Councils a member of 
the Executive Council was, for conscientious reasons, allowed to abstain from 
voting on the Gov eminent side, and it may be mentioned in passing that this 
abstention led to the defeat of Government by one vote It may be generally 
expected that when a body of intelligent men, drawn togethei by a general 
consensus of views, work daily together in intimate association, such ca«es 
will not be frequent and theie will be a gool deal of give and take between 
them It will be generally agreed that the Congiess majonty is inclined to 
tv eat all opposition with scant courtesy, to make eveiy vote a paifcy one, thus 
making its membeis meie autoimta, md, to cany out the behests of the High 
Command with a lugfi hand Tor the satisfactoiy working of demo ratic mstitu 
tions there must be a de«ne to treat evciy opposition with 1 expect and to v ield 
on points on which tin, oppo ite party makes out a good case m debite, oven 
though it is against th pievious decision of the party in powev The Lrge 
majorities which tlu- Congress party has in seven provinces appeal to have 
turned its head and its want of consider vtion to its opponents has modi. all 
minorities feel disgruntled and sullen If no victoiv m constitutional mgu 
ment can avail, peoples minds natural]} mru to extra-constitutional wav a ot 
action The Congress party in the legislatuies should learn the le=son ot the 
saying ‘It is good to have i giants stieugth but it is cruel to u e it like 
a giant 

borne modification of the ngoiou-. part} dis lpline seems to be called for 
if the uijrned tedmga of Mudnn .3 and othei minorities ara to be allaved It 
is not a greit deviation even trom the strict lemo 1 itvc practice of England 
when, in tunes ot gieat «tre->a all parties couibuie to torm mttonal Govern 
men ts without giving up then own fundamental principles Cannot In In tiv 
vanous new methods and work out a system which will best suit its own pecu 
hai conditions f lhe one most important point is to bung vauous corarnu 
nities to 0 etlvei on puvely political and economic phtfoims and to do awvv with 
commimil parties altogethei This con be done by winning each others conh 
deuce Hiding the high hoisc on tie strength ot huge inajonties is not tne 
b st w iy ofc attaining the object It unj be worth while studying the conatitu 
tion ot a country like bwitzulani when, three cleaily rnukel linguistic divisions 
o£ the couatvy have long learnt to woik in lunnonj £01 the gool ot the 
motheihnd Theie the henmn, the licneh or the Indian speaking con 3 ti 
tueuts ot the populition do not cherish onj extra territoiul lovultv to German v 
1 ranee 01 Italy, is they allied that they can fulhi tlicir detunes u their 
own load fhcie all the tlnee languages aie treated alike by the state nor is 
theie any distinction between the Koinan Catholic or Proto. tant populations 
«o fir as their countr) is conccined 

The Defence Problem. 

I earnestly trust that the leaders o£ the Congiess the Aluslun League 
and othei parties and sections in the country will coaie together and m a 
conciliatory spmt work out the country s programme for the future Been 
initiation must be avoided an l a determined effort must be male to reach a 
settlement There may b~ some difficulties fiom the Briti h Government, 



( 27 ) 


I am very glad to «ee that the Congie«s executive lias appointed a national 
Illumine committee under the chairmanship of Pandit Jawaharlal J^ehru^ 
and I hope it will lay down a compiehensne programme and that 
pro\ mcial and central Gov emments will carry it out \ igorowdy If the 
Pandit can do this work satisfactorily, he will be doing far moie for the 
country than any amount of polemic il recrimination In tins connection 
I must also urge the encouragement of Indian shipping in all nays, 
and cordially support the proposal to restrict coastal shipping to Indian 
concerns as is done by many othei countries Just as widespiead civil aviation 
is a necessary background to in efficient an force, an extensive merchant 
marine is essential to a national nivy On sev enl points lie aie likely to 
come into conflict with a ested foreign mtere ts, but if all Indian parties continue 
to make a united demand foi such national reorganization as well as for 
political adv ancc it cannot be long w ithstood 

Federation 

It is not m\ desire to speak at any gieat length on purely political reforms 
lull Dominion btatus is what we all aun at and every political measure must 
be a step m the direction of its attainment In its broad outlines the Indian 
Dominion that we envisage must be federal in stiucture with the subordinate 
administrations having clearly marked functions I am in fav our of a strong 
Central Government for there is but too gi eat a fis«ipaious tendency in India, 
and we should he careful to discourigc it as far as possible Indian States 
will necessarily have to form component parts m such a fe ieratiou When 
we find tint the best minds of Luropc are groping towarls a European 
Federation in which the present independent nations will shed some of their 
existing privileges as the solution oE the present malaise of their continent 
we should beware ot preparing trouble for our=ckes in future by entrenching 
the component units of an Indian federation too firm!} m then particuhnst 
privileges One of the great drawl) icks of the new Government of India Act 
is that it shows too great a tenderness for the lights ot the components ot 
the Federation and the Indian States m particular aie to make Imdlv any 
sacrifices for the priv liege of joining it They are looking too much to their 
treaty rights an! prerogatives But modern political thought requires that 
there mu t be some easily practicable method of levying treaties that are out 
of date and Lurope lias come to its present deplorable condition because the 
provisions relating to treaty revision were tound impricticable or were not 
acted upon The Indian States mu t realize the changed condition of India and 

the world Wien long standing imperial diadems have toppled down m the 
dust aud their wearers when not physically hqui lated 11 e m exile, Indian 
rulers should not m«ist too much on their outw orn treaties or depend upon 
a foreign government for support They should introduce reforms in their 
States and bring their people at least up to the political level of their neigh 
hours in British prov nices Some of the far sighted among them are already 
taking means to effect this change but they all should bestir themselves m 
good time for the march of ev euts may otherw lse he too strong for them The 
British Indian provinces also must adjust their prov mcial ambitions to the 
supreme need of having a strong centre In every federation there is generally 
a well marked demarkation between the central and the provincial sphere*, 
but m any federation worth the name the interests of the centre must ordinarily 
prevail ultimately against those of a subordinate member 
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The need oE the hour ia to aetuie peaceful political cvo'ution m India 
It is not to be secure I by the dcli\ery o£ political ultimatums or by enunciating 
the m inimum demands o£ any one Beet ion, or by too gieat an insistence on trea 
ties or vested rights, or by any fanciful tlicoucs of racial superiority or capiat} 

If this evolution is brought ibout in conditions of stiife and turmoil, it will leave 
behind it unsavoury memoncs which will hamper future progress The best 
way is foi all pirties, the Government, the Congress, the Muslim League, 
the Hindu Sabli a, the scheduled classes, the Libci ils and other sections, to 
come together in a spirit of friendliness and hunincr out a so’utioii by com 
promise If all parties understand that too D rcat in insistence on then own 
claims lshkelv to 1 mm the whole structure tint afieeand honouiablc tsso ntion 
with the Bntwh Commonwealth oE Nations is to be pi efened to a nominally 
independent existence which is Lomid to he 111 ecu ious iu the actual stito of 
the world that religious considei ations should be kept out of practical questions 
of politics and economics tint full libertj of the individuals is a goal north 
striving foi and tint tl e ret son d etre of a state is onl} to sccuie this Uhcit} 
to the inlmdual, it will be possible to reach a jcaccful solution of the Indian 
problem In a cantcrenee of this kind the Liberals lme an essential pait to 
play Iheiis is the onl} party which is not based on reb 0 ious affiliations and 
winch believes in constitutional methods and gradual evolution Still I am 
sure Indian Liberals will be prepared to co opci ate whole hcaitcdly with any 
01 all sections whatever may be then thcoietieal differences with them They 
hiaialy tiu*t tl at a great future lies before tlieir cou iti} and that their 
countiy will make its own contribution to the pio o ic«s> of the world The 
w orld is lor tile moment out of joint But it is only by a w iso application of 
broad Labei al priu lples that it will once moie bc B m to tread the well tried path 
of pcaccLul civilization winch is tlic sanest condition toi «ccurm 0 the happiness 
and contentment ot huuiauitj 

I have eonhned ni}self to questions lelatmg to In lias constitutional 
pio e rcss s these ue it present oxupvutg most ttcntion m the coiuitiy I 
have left mvsclf no time to speak at an} lcn D th about matter*, of le 0 islation 
and adimmstr linn both in the Cential uid Provincial sph ics Not tint these 
matters ue lc s niqoitaut tor they dfcct tic ical happiness ot tl c j eople„ 
and determine the j ace ot tie country s pi ogre=s But I spoke about m my 
ot them httecn jears a o 0 an! do not wish to lepeat mjselt moie thin I can 
hclj Moreover m orn le 0 islaturc they receive detailed considei \tion, though 
imkoitunitel} the point of view ot tlie Liberals i« often not adequately expressed 
owm to thui absence tiom the lc 0 islatme« Such picstions ldci to tenancy 
Ie lslatiou, to schemes tor debt redemption to rudustiial disputes to ruial 
raonsti action to leorgnuzation of education of ill gi des (including tl e Manilla 
scheme), to the introduction of iroLibition to the xi~e of 2 epicene lc 0 isJation, 
to control movements of individuals and meeting and tree expression ot 
opinion b> the press to interference w ith 01 linary pro cp«cs of Jaw, to 
the dwti lbution ot patronage to the tieatment of the services, to the 
day to-day lelations between commimitics, to the uplift of the scheduled 
classes to blna bunni disputes to the adv mcement and regulation of 
onduatiics like sugar, textiles <kc to mdustml ploimmg, to road deve 
lopment, to the administration of raihv ij s, and to a host of other mat 
ters Mlnle on man} of these questions the aims of governments are 
•admirable, the way m which they are being carried out leaves much to be 
desired On all these questions the Literals Lav c a definite outlook On 



the one hind, they refuse to remain stagnant and desire to more with the 
tames , on the other, they generally eschew chock tactics, high sounding phrases 
and method of jobbery, grift and improper patronage They put every 
question to the te«t of general good, dealing tenderly, but not too tenderly, 
with vested inteiests, but realizing it the same time the need for well considered 
changes They have in intense belief in the liberty of every individual 
consistently with similar liberty for all, md abhor ill totalitarian methods in 
whatever form they inav clothe tliemcelves The leaven of liberalism is we 
lepiesent it is therefore essential in the public life of our country and it is 
up to us to make our voice heard and felt 

IJie tunes lepuie that Libei ils> should bestii tliemcelves and spiead tlieir 
a lew a amou 0 a much wider section of the public than we unfortunately seem 
to be doing at present Disappointments md neglect we mav have to face 
but we should not lose heart d.ou cannot tool ill the people all the time, 
and I am suie that the innate practical sense ot om people will ere long come 
back to the gospel of rational pi ogres® individual freedom of thought and action 
and the gieatc&t good of the greatest number Shall we not put all our 
eneigies into this all important national work 3 ( Lmi l Cl eer ) 

Dr R P Paranjpyc Gentlemen the open session for today 
is now over ani the hederation will meet on December 2) that is the 
day alter to moriow it 11 30 a m All the delegates torm the Subjects 
Committee The {subject Committee will meet tomorrow pimctuallv at 12 noon 
in tlm hall 

I have to make another muotmeement Uur last mm will be a on Q 
But I vv ish to announce tint altei tbit wc sbiU have a tea partv Thcjaitj 
is being given bv one of our delegate l»ai Bihadur Babu Bliagwati baron 
Singh rats ot Ana pur (Apjlaiuc) Members ot the Reception Committee, 
delegates and other guests who lmc been specnll} invited to tl c pi tv arc 
requested tc go over theie to the 'havncmti in the compound 

SUBJECTS COUMIITEE 

(December 2X 19oJ ) 

1 he Subjects Committee met at l 5 noon on December 2X 19o9 under 
the piesidencv of Dr li P Pvranjpye ml dehberited tor nearlv ci ra ht hours 
1 he resolutions to j e mov ed at the open ses ion w ei e agreed upon 

RESOLUTIONS 

( December 29 19o9 ) 

Hio Liheivl L cdei vtion again met m open so. ion on December 29 1J39 
at 12 noon m Mayo Hall with Dr li P Piranjpve m the chair Ihc pre&i 
dent wxs led to the Ian in a pnx.es ion and the proceedings commenced with 
the \ ande Mataram vm 0 

LIBERAL PARTY S LOSSES 

1 he follow mg con lolence resolution was jut from tin chair and aimed 
all standmg — 

(a) The National Liberal I ederation of In ha records w ith sorrow the 
death of him war Kajen Ira Sui e h of Lucknow a former Minuter 
in the U P Gov eminent who vv is a prominent member of the 
Liberal Partv an l rendered meiitorioit) services to the couiitrj 



( 30 ) 

The federation offers its deep sympathy to the members of the 
bereaved family 

(6) ihc Ledention records with sorrow the deaths of Air A A Patwar- 
dhan, a foundation. member oE the Scr\ants,o£ India Society, -who 
specially interested linn-elf in the question of Indian states , 
Sir Hormosji Dmsluvv w ho w i« a member of the party ev er since 
its foundation uid a great plnlantlnopist , Air S S Per&lia, <i 
member of the iclu 0 u Community of Bombay , ind Dr Sir Nuser- 
w mp H Cboh^ey ot Bombay, all of whom were staunch Liberals 
mil rendered v alucd services to the country ihc federation 
offcis its uwx-t sme ere sy in ithy to the members of the bereaved 
family 

INTERNATIONAL WAR 
Kunwar Sir Mabaraj Singh 

Kttmutr Str Malartj bingh (Lucknow) Air Picpidcnt, bi other delegates, 
ladies and gentlemen, the lcbolution which 1 hive the liouour to move is one hut 
at the tune time it la m three pirts Let me read out to you the farst part 

‘ i lie i edent ion stron^lv condemns the policy ot a 0 ression followed by 
the totalitarian states agamst smaller or wcakci states and sympathizes with 
the -victim* The tcderaticn considers that Great Britain and i ranee arc 
hghting Germany in the ciu c ot democrat y md treedom and tecls that Indian 
sympathies arc on the side ot the democratic nations and that the whole of 
India wjflbe* that ihwr ilhrts wall lx. Lrowned \uth success 

Now tin* needs verv little elaboration at my hands So far as I im aw ire, 
every politic d body m this country has cxpic«scd its sympathy with the victims 
oE igyrc sun ind Ins at the same time demount ul the i eo rcs^orB It is hardly 
nactsirv toi me to uientun to tins audience the vanous outra D es that have 
been eoumutted bv Germany under the Ihtlci regime lou will lemembcr 
how m the lin-t nistancc Vu«tiu wludi li d been cicated i smill but rndepen 
dent liaticn, was m the vt ursc ot a few days mcorixinted in the German Belch 
1 here w is j crli ips stmcshidow < F a claim oF n n ht in that meorporatiou, he 
t iue the gre iter portion c t the population of Austria were Germans or at 
lea t Germans -pcakin 0 But look it the next ictivc aggression which was 
igaui't the (./cvhs Vituuteut witii the settlement arrived atm Munich 
which, according to many was an ovcrgencrous settlement, Hitler, within a 
few incut hs oF Mgmng that igrecment proceeded to take forcibly within the 
Ilcich the whole of t zeehodov ikia, although Czechoslovakia was never at any 
rate in modem times a portion of Germany It was before the Great War 
of 1914 an mtcgril pirt of Vu«tm and Austria and Germany were two separate 
countries between whom m the latter half of the uuictccnth icntury there was 
war 1 hen < dine the attack on Po'anl fort '’•eptember in spite of the protests 
not oulv of Great Britain and i ranee — because vou may consider them to lie 
parte on nations inasmuch as thev signed a Piet with Poland— but I think 
tliat I am n„lit m Mymg of almort the w ho'c world mchiding an independent 
and mij artial nation such is the l mted fcUtc* of Vmcrica Ail these joined m 
the denunciation of this cutra„c on Po'aud President Boosevclt liad suggested 
arbitration I’o'and accepted it, Genmny would leave none of it and I "believe 
tliat I am right m saying that up to the present day President Bocscvelt 
lias not had the courtesy of nxcivuig any reply from Hitler A clearer 
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case of aggression never took place I now come to the second part of the 
resolution 

“ The 1 ederation appeals to all Indians to give their support to the cause- 
far which the democracies are fighting 

Now as tar I have been able to discover, there has been more than one 
statement by different political bodies advocating support to the allied cause* 
since it is the cause of democracy and freedom It my memory scrv cs me i lght, 
the Hindu Mabasabln not so veij long a_,o sui that they considered that the 
cause of democr icy should be supported by this countij I noticed only in 
today s newspapers that the Council ot the All India Conference of Indian 
Christians lias made a similar statement, oi rather that its pie ident has made 
a eimilai statement, and I believe that Mi Jnuiah, is lepresentmg tLc Muslim 
League, has never denounced the point of view ot the Punjib Muslim leaders 
that active support should be gi\ en by at least the piov race of the Punjab to the 
allies It is true that the largest ud most mipoi taut political body in India, 
the Congress, has given onlv conditional support What is saul by its Working 
Committee in plain language is this Wc give to the demo roues our full 
sympathy Pol ind, Czechoslovakia and no doubt I inland arc entitle! to our 
heartfelt sympathv But we shall give no material support whatsoevci unless, 
as a condition precedent, the Bntish Government accede to certain demands 
Now ladies and gentlemen, what is the use of sympathy ot that kmd ? It 
seems to me more straightforward and moie logical to be silent on the point 
and not to send any expressions of sympathy either to the victims of aggression 
or to Great Britain or Trance I et me take an analogous case Your neigh 
hour b house is burgled The persons living m that house mav not in all 
respects, have proved agieeable to you You mav have disliked some of the 
tilings that they have done At the same time you dislike very much more 
the burglars and you aie well aware that if and when that house has been 
burgled and pci haps burnt to cinders the nest attack will be on join bouse 
You are asked for help You turn louni and say to them ‘You hive my 
full sympathy I dislike intensely this attack upon you but as to effective 
help I am very sorry that 1 cannot give it I wish to ask you wliat is tl>c 
use of sympathy without any practical demonstration of assistance That is 
exactly the view that Finland has lcccntlv expresed to the League of Nations 
“Thanks very much , the Turns Inve sail foi your sympathy but we shall 
be only grateful if you «end us militarv help The result has been that 
material assistance i* being sent not only In England and France but by nations 
such as America in the form of money by Sw eden in men and bv Italy in 
aeroplanes It is this assistance that mu pull Finland out of the file rather 
than mere expressions of sympathy and heartfelt commiseration 

Now have you noticed this lathes an 1 o entlemen, that there is no demo 
cratic country in the \vorll, so fai as I know, winch has sympathized with tLis 
attitude of the Congress, that is to say, refusal of all support unless certain 
pnlimmary demands are fulfilled Theie is, howevei, one country which has 
been immensely pleased with what the Congress has resolved, and that is 
Germany I hav e heard, as you no doubt lnv c heard, statements issued by the 
Berlin radio I understand that there vv as one issued yesterday which criticized 
our President s speech It is a compliment perhaps to the President that Ins 
name and fame hav c alrcay reached Berlin but the criticism was that his speech 
was not the kind of stuff that is wanted m Germany, where they much 
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7 'referred i\l*vt tie Centre*-* Go\emmcuts bid said nud done Tint p’cascs 
Hitler, uot Dr Paruijp) c's «-jcccb I noi\ come to tl c third part 

fho Federition is convinced tlut the larger interests of India ire bound 
up with tl e dcfeit of Nazism and tie success of the cause of ilcmocricv inti 
freedom At the Mine tunc m order to enable this country to put forth its 
■wlio’cl carted Fupjiort, the ini igmiUon of the people should be tiptured b\ 
a change in tl c attitude of tic British Gov eminent regarding the future of 
ludn " 
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for these smaller' or weaker states and with the victims o£ aggression on the 
pait of the totalitamn. states The world should know and all those with whom 
we are connected should know that our sympathies, spontaneous and full, are 
with them and that while we feel that sympathy, we cannot but desire success 
to those nations that have stood up tor these devastated nationalities They 
are doing all they can to bnng life mto a body that has been sought to be 
crushed They are trying to set up these small states on their feet again 
And these democracies that hav e been attempting tins difficult task lm c non 
our fullest sympathy , and uc cannot but tee! that hl should render whatever 
help we can, though it may lie, as 1 have said, that m our present condition we 
are not capable of rendering to the fullest extent all the help that we might 
have rendered had we been in more favourable circumstances But whatever 
help vve can rendei we should contribute, whatever ways are open to us, wc 
must take, in order that we maj contribute tlic little sticiigtli that we hue 
on the side of those that aic trnng to help these nations that have been crushed 
under foot Wc cannot but tecl that attempts ire being m ide to obliterate 
these nations out of the mip of the world 1 he hght agamst bu< h attempts of 
the totalitarian states, should lm e w the fullest measure our sj rnpithy an 1 
support, and vie cannot but de-lie that the cause that Britain and France have 
taken up is the cause of the spirit of democracy and of the spirit of freedom 
To an Indian tins cause is sacred, this cause is mspirmg, an 1 we cannot but 
rendei whatcvei help we can for the furtherance of such i cau^e Vt the same 
time we must state what the real fed mg in India is m the matter Wc cannot 
but feel at the same time that hid we been placed m more £a\ ourable circmns 
tanccs, we- — a nation of 300 millions a country which is full of material 
resources — could hav e rendered much greater help I nuy Bay decisive help 
All those that lave the power at the present moment for evoking that full 
measure ot support should cieite m itinocpherc which would attiact that 
sympathy md rouse those latent capacities that arc now dorimut It will 
not do morel v to entertain the feelings to which I have referred but we gi\c 
expression to the tcelmg so that others specially those with whom wc ire in 
more intimate contact, should know that while declaring as to « hat oui future 
should be, a much larger measure ot help *uid support will be evoked, 
md that tlic declaration should lie clear and detuute so tlntumoie 
favourable atmosphere mav be created I eomraeud this 1 evolution to vour 
icccptancc 

Rai Bahadur Kunwar Guru Naram 

Bat Bahadu i kunwar Guru Nat am (Lucknow) Mi Picsuicnt, ladies ml 
gentlemen, it is mj proud privilege to suppoit the resolution so ablv moved 
by my friend, kunwar bir Mali u ij bingh, and seconded bv Mr Bi»u Before 
I saj i few words on the subject I man evpiess mj heartfelt thanks to 
Dr bir C \ Chmtamvui md the lion Mr fevpm toi then kind invitation to 
attend this session of the Liberal ledciation People base diifcicnt views about 
this body and there have been many who have been staunch cntirs of the 
Lederation Some lme described the Liberal leaders as ann-ebair critics 
Some say that the^ arc gre.it fighters of commas md tull stops Whatever their 
views rnigl t lie, I am inclined to think that I shoal 1 not tike them as criticisms 
but vs complunents 

Ihc rcso'ution tbit Ins been moved is to be ihv idctl into four parts Ihc 
liret part is conlemnation of the aggres ion of the totalitamn states over 
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sealer md smaller nations, the second, sympathy for the \ ictims of the 
a e grcs ion , the third, an appeal to India to help the cause for which the 
democracies arc faulting a jurist the totalitariui states and the fourth an appeal 
to the British Government for a change in Us outlook w Uh regard to the future 
status of In In As far os the tirst tw o jurts ire concerned, I think they are 
self explanatory 1 here is no doubt that w e condemn this aggression o\ cr 

weaker states Vnd there can lie no two opinions that we lime every sympathy 
for those who Ime been the victims of a co ie«Fion and I think not only tins 
body but the uitire wciid condemns and lias sympathy for the victim*' Now 
as regards the third put of the resolution, I mean an appeal to Indians to 
help the cause for winch the democracies are lighting, bir, there has been a 
dittcicnte ok opinion o\ci tin- lhcrc have been bodies which say that we 
should give only conditional hupport to Bntuu uul I ranee There have been 
some organizations who plead that unconditional support si ould be given to 
Brit nn and 1 ranee This is no doubt a question vvhidi deserves our ittcntion 
I would like all ot you to consider tins question liom this point of view 
buppoac the Yllic-, threat Britain and liance, get defeated, what will be the 
iuturo ot India i Do you think that the salvation, the freedom, the mdepend 
cnee for which Indians are lighting, will be forthcoming it the Allies are defeated 
and there is success lor Germany or llusm t 3 hat is the question which 
we have to reply to, and I am family convinced that lE we arc not going to give 
our unreserved support to the Allies, and m anyway it Germany, Russia or 
other countries w Inch are dominating the world today, get success, then, I 
think, salvation and freedom for India will be doomed for ever and can never 
be achieved Va loi the Luurth ] art, I tliuik it is known to every Luglishman 
and not only to every L.n Q li«hmau but to the enure world that Indians can no 
more remain slav ts and they ire determined to get themselves free as soon 
as possible and I do not think that by bar Q lining at this juncture vy hen the 
entire situation ui Lurojc is hanging in the balance, India can be more 
boichtcd It is i plain question that it you ire m need ot help and some 
one comes to you md offers you help without any sort of icstriction, I 
think we should he more sure oE the results of that type o£ help which we 
raider but if you just put some condition ind say , “Well, I aiu helping you, 
but in return you have to do this thing lor me, you can very well imagine 
how far effective that type of help will be So 1 am strongly in favour, not 
m fcclE interest but in the interest oE the country , th it the Allies must be helped 
ui the prosecution oE this w ir I may say tint being a landlord, I have no love 
lost for the British (Kao ltuja Dr Shy im Bch in Alisra Hear, hear) And 
you know tint m this very prov mcc, tenancy hgislation has been drawing the 
attentu n of every one I have liccn very bitterly opposing the Government 
for cvclulmg such provisions which Government has only placed in the 
Tenancy Act to poison the cars of the tenants agauist their landlords and not 
to allow them a cordial relationship i have always held that landlords hare 
never sail that we do not w uit to give tuiauts, rights We arc prepared to 
concede n 0 hta but we do not want those mischievous provisions which, instead 
of creating harmony between landlords and tenant-, (hear, hear) go to alienate 
the feelings an 1 make them b 0 ht with cadi otlicr He have expected justice 
from the Government He thought that the British Gov eminent may exercise 
its intlucncc ui this direction but to my utter surprise, I make no secret of 
it, the British Government have kicked the classes simply to humour the 
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Congress at this juncture and I take them to be nothing but opportunists who- 
sul with the wind without caring for justice of any sort Sir, the question 
is, Air Basu just said, that the a ery little help that we can. render — we have 
very little help to render and whatever we can render, we are prepared 
to do I say we have got the greatest resources to render help if we are 
disposed 

I cannot for a moment think that the Liberal federation is a body vv Inch 
has onlj few individual* I can «iy unhesitatingly tlur the Liberal hcdcration 
has got the entire intelligentsia in the counti} behind it and the voice raised 
by the Liberal i cderation is the \ oice raised by the intelligentsia in the 
country (Hear, Hear) I do not see why we we so pessimistic about this I 
think Liberals are the men who have got resources Tho.sc who ire opposed 
to help Britain have nothing but false propaganda and I am sure that they 
cannot m any way couie to the help of Britain At onj rate as Ear a<? the 
Congress is concerned , they may help or may not help but I am clear in my 
mind that the interest of the countiy lies in supporting the Vllxcs not because 
that we have any love for them but beciuse we have love tor our own country 
(Hear, hear) And it is tor the solvation ot our country that we have decided 
to help the Allies As a matter of fact I was waiting to see after the assumption 
of office by the Congress in various provinces, a day when unity will prevail 
xn every province but the result is that tiic country has so become disunited 
that one looks askance at another loday India needs the blessing of eveiy 
single individual of this country and without the blessings and hearty 
co operation of each and every individual ot the country, we should not claim 
independence, Dominion Status, Swaraj or anything 1 think the Congress 
has taken the country years b ick (hear, hear) for the attainment of Swaraj 
by the policy which it has advocated Sir, I wholchcartedh support the 
resolution moved by my triend, kunwar Sir Alaliaraj Singh 

Rai Bahadur Babu Bbagwati Saran Singh 

Supporting the resolution m a Hindi speech, Kai Bahadur Babu Bhagwati 
Saian Singh, raw of Anapur (Allahabad district), said that the different aspects 
of the question had been placed before them by the previous speakers — kunwar 
Sir Alaliaraj Singh, Air J jS Basu and kunwar Guru karain Indian culture 
and civilization were very ancient and they vveie all proud ot them They had 
been taught from their infancy that they should rendei help to all who were 
needy and in tiouble It was expected of them to help even birds and animals 
it they were tound to be in danger Indians had as their ancestors persons 
like Sbri Rama Chandra, \udbistei, itslus and mums and they bad been taugbt 
not to shirk their duty A triend m trouble should be helped without any 
reserve and it would be very relbsh on their part if they thought ot striking 
a bargain as a condition precedent for any help they would giv e It must be 
remembered that they had relations with Lngland for the last loO years It 
was not for him on that occasion to discuss whether the British were good or 
bad The whole of the country knew very well what the British were or had 
been 

The question they had to consider was whether they wanted the Germans 
to be victorious m the war and preferred German rule to that of the British 
From whatever little they had heard about the German methods of administration. 
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into a military Leviathan to which all human happiness has to be subordinated 
It is against this ideology that democracies are fighting I£ this type of 
ideology were only confined to Nazi Germany or 1 ascist Italy we in India 
and other parts of the world may have vciy little to say Like Bolshevism 
this Nazi spirit tin catena to break loose and envelope in the first instance the 
whole of Europe 

My friend, Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh, his given you an idea of how 
Austria fell, then Sudctanland on another pretext, then Czechoslovakia, then 
Danzig, then the Corridor md then Poland God knows w ho^e turn will be 
next Fired by the same spirit, Russia which was so far lying dormant stabbed 
Poland in the back even while she was fighting against the aggressor and was 
herself half dead Then under the Soviet influence fell the Baltic States and tod3> 
even Sweden md Norway are threatened It is against that spirit of aggres 
won that the Allies are fighting We aic not helping merely Britain and 
I) ranee, we are helping the cause of democracy b\ which we mean liberty of 
the individual which is denied m the totalitarian State the liberty to enable 
one to realize the highest and the best that is within himself Ladies and 
gentlemen, you notice a motto in this hall which leads “Liberty is not a means 
to a higher end, it is in itself tho highest political end If one could presume 
to improve upon that, one would say that liberty is a means to on end and 
that end is tho realization of the highest uid the best that is m a human being, 
that is what democracy stands for and that is w hat Fascism and Nazism deny 
today We are fighting thiB cause not merely to help Britam but to relievo 
the world of this mental terror ot wir It h all very well tor us to say secure 
0 000 miles away from the main theatres ot war, that wai is a horrible thing 
but you tan never realize how very horrible it is unless )ou study the da) 
to day developments m tho various victim countries unless you study how 
human it) suffers through it and unless you understand lion even safety 
measures such as evacuation break up milbous of family ties Not until one 
understands tins well oue will appreciate the true terror of war 

Let me give you one illustration It is estimated that in the course ot 
the tour years ok the last war some oOO tons of explosive bombs were (hopped 
on civil population The same can be done in 24 hours today It is this 
tcrioi in which the people of the world live, a terior which Nazism and Fascism 
aie making more and more horrible day after day, that the democratic coun 
tries hav e set their faces against Do not look at this problem from tbc point 
ot view that )Ou are helping Great Britain because you are within the British 
Lmpire Ladies and gentlemen, I appeal to you theiefore, whcnevci vou can 
to preach coopeiation in wai as if it were )OUi mission to preach it that wc 
should help Britam not fox the sake ot Biitain but for the sake of democracj , 
tor the sake of liberty for the sake of freedom of thought, tor the sake ot 
enabling the peoples of the world to realize the highest that is in themselves 
Tell them that in the humiliation ot democracies will be India s disgrace, in 
their destruction will be India s Io«s and m then rehabilitation will be our 
reward 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru 

2 he Hon Dr H N Kun ru (Allahabad) Mr President, fellow dele 
rates, ladies and gentlemen there can be no two opinions with xegard to the 
points contained m the first paragraph ot this resolution I am sure we ire 
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all united m our <omlenm.it ion of totalitarian po’icies and in our sympathy with 
the victims of totalitarian lggression Since 1931 up to the present tunc 
there li is been absolutely no doubt in anybody 6 mind on tint point Since 
Mm Imho was inv»J“l by Japan, we Jiavc realized the danger of the doctrine 
that is being preached by certain important countries, the doctrine that might is 
right Lvcry instance of aggression since 1931 has evoked resentment on our 
part against the aggressors and sympathy with those who were the v ictuns of 
aggression f bis was notably the case m respect of Czechoslovakia and Poland 

It is no Jess m> in respect of 1 inland which has been wantonly attached by 
Russia In these circumstances that is when wc find that the weaker states 
arc it the mercy of the stronger states that the principles of justice and to’era 
tion are being set at naught and that human values are being regarded as of 
no account, it is natural, I woul 1 repeat, that we should be on the side of those 
who aro hglitmg against Nazi t^grcssion Wc feel that the larger interests of 
India and indeed o v the who o w orl 1 are bound up with the bucccss of those 
who stand up for demoTacy and freedom It is true that some countries which 
have been deprived of their mdcpendcnce, were not democratic lor instance, 
Poland did not enjoy the blessing of a democratic government but it had its 
own government It was the business of the Poles themselves to have a better 
government but whatever the character of the government of Poland might 
have b cn, Germany could not have a shadow ofc justification for attacking it 
uid ci lulling its independence We feel tiiat if the Nazi policies were to gain 
ascendency throu 0 hout the world, it is not merely Luropc but the entire world 
including India woud Miifer Wc would suffer in a special degree because of 
our ultimate connection with Luropc and with one ot the greatest Luropc in 
powciB, Lngland What can be more natural than that in this position we 
bhouid natuully be willing to help Great Britain and 1 ranee and apj cal to our 
countrymen to help them 9 Wc recognize, however, that whatever our mid 
lcuual recognition ot the principles at stake im 0 ht be, our appeals will not 
luve the desired effect, will tail ot their purpose unless the British Government 
too uu their part adopt a policy which would warm the hearts of the people 
of Iudu uid enable thou to extend their vvl olehc-rted support to Britain and 
1 ranee borne people tni 0 ht be inclined to tl ink tl at wow ere using I ligland s 
disunities ui order to strike v bargain with 1 er boll mg, however, can be 
farther from the truth than such a charge X am not aLraid of the word 
bargain But us a matter ot tact I do not tbiuk that our attitude eau be 
cnarxclexUL-d as a bargain Wc all ot us can xk our-el\Ls whether w e feel J or 
the Al ns to the same extent xs the Brnuucrs or i reach men or Caiiudiang or 
Australians IE wc do bo, wc shall have to admit 1 oncstly tint our sympathies 
Cor the Vthed cause arc not is w inn as those of the people tl at I have just 
men tiontel Why is it so 9 W by do we not fed complete i Icntity of interests 
with them ? It is because of our present |»o itical condition Now suppose 
at this juncture Britain were to come forward an 1 say tint she would help 
India to achieve her freedom rapilly, enab'e ler to travel quickly towards 
Dominion btatus, can you not imagine niat a wave of enthusiasm would be 
created throughout the country bv that announcement? However wil mg 
you mi n lit be to help Great Britain now, even the staunchest and most untondi 
tional supporters of Britain would fed their pubes quickened and tlicir 1 (arts 
beat more warmly for Great Britain an I franco if they felt that the cause of 
the Allies was not merely in an intellectual and remote w ay but also in a 
concrete and vital wav , that of India There would then bo that compete 
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cooperation which the well wishers oE both Fngland and Great Britain would! 
desire 

Let alone Dominion Status Suppose Britain were to come forwaid. 
now and announce a change in its military policy in tlus country I peioonally 
attach £«r more weight to this than to abstract declarations regarding the 
future status o£ India I hold the same views on this subject that have 
been given expression to by our distinguished President in his address 
Suppose Great Britain were to change its policy radically, be ready to 
nationalize the Indian army and prepare India fully Eor self-defence, that, 
in my opinion, would be the 0 reatcst guarantee that I ngland has finally 
made up its rawd to pirt with power and make India sell governing 
Would you not m such a position feel fu more warmly for Lngland 
and I ranee than you do at the present time ? And would you not then 
with courage and conviction, go forward and ask your countrymen to give 
unstinted support to Great Bntam in tins cm is ? If you meet with opponents 
you could meet them on the ground of patriotism you could appeal to your 
countrymen as lov era of freedom, as patriots to identify themselves completely 
with the democracies Recognizing this the Liberal Federation is not content 
with appealmg to the people of India to help Great Britain but asks England 
also to recognize that its appeal will meet with success only to the extent that 
Great Britain changes its policy This is a psychological question I recognize 
in an intellectual way that the cause tor winch Lngland and France are fighting, 
is just Nevertheless today if a war loan were started or an organization were 
tormed to encourage recruitment, I would hght ehy frankly speaking, of aekmg 
my countrymen to subscribe hbeially to the loan or to join the army m large 
numfccis I would hesitate to support warmly appeals in favour of the war 
loan or in favour of recruitment because I would have to ask myself at every 
step whether there was any reasonable assurance that we would be regarded by 
the world at large as tree men fighting fieely m defence o L freedom It we 
have Indian officers in our army then our ai my going out of our country 
woud b' reg rded as a national army fignting lor a cause wl nil the Indian 
nation be leved in But so long as the Indian army is officered by Lnglishmen, 
can any country and even the countries whom we are prepared to help, wfio’e 
fieartedly regard our army otherwise th<*n as mciccnary ? They might feel 
gratetul to Lngland tor having sent the Indian army outside India but they ccu'd 
hardly feel grateful to us tor the help that our army was rendering It is 
to change this situation in order to bring about a mental metamorphosis through 
out the country and to produce those psycho ogical conditions in winch India 
could throw hex suit who el cartedly into the struggle, that we, while recognizing 
the justice ot the allied cause md wishing to help them, at the same time ask 
Great Britain to realize the conditions under which alone our appeals can be 
successful It is only in the measure that Great Britain changes its policy, as 
the rcsoution says, towards the iuture ot India that it will meet with a full and 
enthusiastic response from Indians in the prosecution of the struggle in which, 
it is engaged to a success^hl issue 

The resolution ires put and earned unanimously 

VICEROY S STATEMENT 

Before tLe next resolution on tLc Viceroy s statement was taken up 
the President said We have a long programme to get through and I hope 
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speakers will limit the length of their speeches is ftr is possible I do not 
w u>h to lay down an\ haul and fart line* I hope speakers will understand it 
thcmselv cs 

Mr V N Chandavarkar 

Mr V N Chandavarkar (Bombay) J beg to mote the following 
resolution — 

The National Liberal icderation of India, having fully considered the 
statement issued by His Excellency the Viceroy and subsequent official state 
ments, both in England and India, is strongly of opinion that they are quite 
unsatisfactory inasmuch as they 

(a) do not go beyond the position taken up in 1917 and imply the 
postponement of the ad\ ent of Dominion Status to an indefinite 
and distant futuic and do not envisige its achievement within 
i definite pcnod in the ntai future 

(Zi) 1c i\e the centic irre'qionsibic as it is at present , 

(c) gi\o to the uunouty eommuuitics i virtual veto on luture 

constitutional progress 

(d) nuke the admission of a brger Indian element into the Viceroys 

Executive Council conditional on the settlement of the communal 
problem in the pioiniccs llthough this waa not a condition 
precedent to the establishment of L edcration under the 
bm ernmeut of India Act, 193o 

(«) ignore the urgent need for the rapid u itioualuation ot the Defence 
forces ui ill their branches 

(J) Ihc Consultative Committee » piopcscd by the Viceroy, the object 
of which was to w in Indian support in the prosecution of war could be no 
substitute for responsibility at tbc < entre and therefore tailed to appeal to the 
people 

Mr President, ladies an 1 gentlemen jou must have read on the agenda 
paper before v ou tint the preposition was to bo movcl by my friend, the 
bon Mr Sapm You m tbc United PioviniCs have got a special and a very 
just reputation for being very polite Wc in Bombay ire \ rough sort of 
people m our manners Wc do uot miss opportunities when they come to us 
Mv friend Air bapru w ho was put down as a speaker in the Cist instance 
said to me, ‘Mr Chanda vnkar, I vv vnt vou to move the resolution about the 
Vicerov s «t itement I did uot want to miss the opportunity of moving an 
important resolution noi v\ astc time by suing, ‘You take it up Sol 
rcadilv agree 1 But imloi tun itclv the general secictarv who was not aware oE the 
comer" Ukki between Mr S«pru md myself put down Air Sapru s name as the 
mover And the Proi lent juled that I should stand by the arrangement made 
with Mr Sipru aul that I diould sjicak Sr here I stanl ui obc lienee to your 
comunud f luxe that were m the subjects committee know that tbc third 
paragraph of the first resolution was onguulh m the draft prepared by the 
reception eomimttee the I at paragraph of the icsolution vvl i<h it is now my 
prn liege to liiov e 

Yon, befote I come to die roolutioti I would like to refer to i question 
which u very oftai a-ked — wlat is the difference between von Liberals and the 
Oongrcs men as fir as the attitude towards the v\ar an 1 tbc Viceroy s statement 
ns ctiuetriied •* You ire as extreme as the Congress Tlie Congress is more 



honest, jou Liberals aic afraid of displeasing tlie Bntisli Gov eminent and 
theiefoie tiy to camouflage your attitude by all sorts of statements and qualifies 
tions My reply is, oui attitude is quite cleai Wliatev er psychology may say, 
whatever philosophy may say, -whatever political science maj say, i\c know 
uherc uc stand Me take the near that situated as no are at piesent ire arc 
m a helpless position M e cannot dictate to the British Government, leai e 
alone the question of making a bargain or even a conditional bargain So ubat 
■ei ei our inotn e may be, u e say from the point of view of enlightened selfish 
ness that ive haie to stand by the British Wc have no other alternative but to 
stand by the British because the bogey of Russian invasion over the frontier is 
dready facing us and disturbing the munis of many people While we aie talk 
mg here, lie are hearing of the establishment of air bases not fai away fiom om 
frontier and non if we go into psychology and philosophy and political science 
and tell the Bntisli that they must do this and thej must do that before i\e help 
them, our position avill be i cry precarious indeed bo it is purely fiom the 
point ot i leu of the s ifety ol the country it £01 nothing else u c must help the 
British to win the wai Incidentally there is the moral issue ini olved But 
the moral issue and the selfish issue go togethei Therefoic, speaking for 
myself, ,if a war loan is floated 01 it theic is an appeal for lecruitment, I shall 
say, subscribe to tbo w ar loan fiecly and join the army m large numbers 

Now I come to the resolution The resolution begins with the \ iceioy’s 
statement and the first point is regarding Dominion Status We w ho know 
the old davsf, when i\ e were young and were connected with the old Con 
gress, had heaid ot our old demand for colonial self gcr\ eminent l rem the 
year 188o 01 rather from the year Lord Ripon started Ins policy of liberalising 
the local self government system or ei cn before that, the poher of the Butish 
Government has always been understood to be that at a certain stage we were 
to be given fieedom to manage our own affuis So Dominion Status or self 
government are not new ideals Only the term Dominion Status Jus acquire 1 
i new significance, a special significance, undei the Statute of Westminster 
The policy of the British Government, at least then declared polici, is tint they 
pi opose to give us the light to manage our own affairs at a certain definite 
period But the real position is that even in the year ot grace 1939 we do not 
know wlieie we are We aie living on pi onuses Lord bainuel m one of the 
moot bnlhant speeches on the Indian question delivered in the Butish Parlia 
rnent since the days perhaps of Charles Bradlaugb leferred to a Biblical quotation, 
“Man ucv er is but is alvvay s to be blessed He referred to this quotation with 
special leference to the attitude of the British Government tovvaids the question 
of grant ot Dominion Status to India The attitude o£ the British Gov eminent 
seems to be that Dominion Status is never to be giv en but is aways to be pro 
mised to India Even we who aie in favoui of the British connection, have as 
a result of successive dis ippointments beguu to doubt whetbei the attitude 
of the British Government is really sinceie, and whethei they are holding out 
promises to India w Inch they do not mean to cany out There are statesmen 
like Lord Samuel and the late Mr Montagu who have done what they could to 
see this piomise is fulfilled, but there are other people who are holding back the 
bands of the British Government and are trying to postpone the giant of Domin 
ion Status Our attitude towards the Viceroy s statement is that it docs not 
go much beyond what Mr Montagu said in 1917 or the Balfour Declaration 
The Viceroy’s statement from the point of v iew of a declvntion of pohsv is verj 
u 
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'Itr XcTchintaJun, fcp^kmg m Bombay m 1931 in one o£ the moS 

responsibility m P™ thc tI0n o£ Mention lias been put on 

•* ,h t r The Y ecroy t trying to find a solution to the problem Ins made no 
the shd£ Tic 7 bht at tlic ccnt re but has tried to secure a 

reference to the ^ Wgod mby£om anv 

The first condition arcs that there must be an agreement 

with thc minorities 

S„ mill tour permission I shall deal anti, the paragiaphs (c) and (<1) 
on • /, J niFsm'dv to the question o£ thc nation 

oE the ««>'*“ * “ 1 j not s ° mg to speah on this point at great 

al,mtiono£the detoceforc^^ uOT m th „ mbject But tUo point nr 
length hecau e P ^ ^ t)w tolb oE Domlmon Status 

baaing this clanse here isthis, that w ^ ^ de£cn( i J£ ^ 

,s all moonshine when w e ^ ]^ re , 0 glv c ns Dominion Status they 

Bn ht h to K pve a proo£rf B their sincerity by talmg definite steps towards the 
ought to g J It „ u6C les S to talk about Dominion Status unless 

nationalization o 7 Taking advantage o£ tins war they should 

a country 18 * ° / ’ kin „ volunteers to ]om thc army, by expanding thc 
take up iccrnitm y ° -various universities, bv expanding the Indian 

Univemity Trnrnng torp h^jhuddnpa u ,„cn muj „ko will fight 

Territorial 1 orcc, ^ ^ g3 a month but bccau«c they know that 

not because they receive ■ danfrcr Unless we have a national utizen 
« shTnoX^e “o beep Dominion Status men it granted to us to. 24 

hours 
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enables England to s tand as a nation in times o£ emergency It lias made: 
the British a disciplined people, discipline -which comes £rom -within, discipline 
of a free people who socially are one -whatever their religious differences may 
He Why has England reached ■mch a position? — Because they know how to woih 
•with people with different views and they know that essentials count more 
in a nation s life than non-essentials and it is the only way m which a democracy 
can w oik We haie seen that the Congress party has sometimes worked the 
paity sj stein in a very offensive way to the people who do not agree with them, 
but we expected this We did not expect that in the beguinmg we would 
1m e a perfect system of administration In spite of all that they have done 
I would lather go through this misery than go back to the bureaucratic system 
of admmistiatiou or the artificial system of administration wheie people are 
brought together because they belong to the Hindu community, the Alushw 
community, or the deprc‘«ed classes It is nothing but a perpetuation of the 
abominable caste and communal system that has ruined this country and we 
shall never get out of this abomination unless wc forget to think m terms of 
caste and community and we begin to think m terms of India and Indians I 
was told once in a public gathering that I did not realise realities It is high 
time we begin to repeat the platitude of oui political ancestors, the forefathers of 
the Congress, rather than the platitudes of the present leaders of the Congress 
Sn, I attach the greatest importance to this question, the minority problem Wc 
are being asked to face realities We faced realities at the Lucknow Congress 
in 19 1G and. the Lucknow Pact in 1916 was hailed as a great political cliartei 
hkc the "Magna Cbarta of England A\ e know what that Pact has led us to 
What was a minority problem has become a problem of nationalities We arc 
now told that it is not a question of minorities, but it is now a question of 
nationalities That is, a eountiy like India which for the last 50 vears we 
have been claiming to be one nation, it is now said, consists of two nations 
one Mahomedan India and the other Hindu India If we encourage the cry, 
the idea will get hold of the people and God knows what may happen Ale 
must siific this monster now and the only reason why I belong to the 
Liberal paity, why in spite of our poverty of numbers I am anxious that the 
Liberal party should continue, is because I feel that our hands have been very 
clean m this matter We should continue on our path to give a lead to the 
country and tdl the country we cannot talk of Dominion Status, leave alone 
independence, if we are going to think of tins country m terms of Alaboracdan 
India and Hindu India Hindustan belongs to all of ns irrespectiv e of caste, 
creed or religion A\ e as Libeials should discourage any attempt made by the 
Congress or the British Government to tell us that unless wc can solv c this 
problem there can be no political freedom in this countiy This problem is 
going to solve itself It was my privilege to be connected with a big cduca 
tional organization for the last six years I know the younger generation are 
free from this communal virus Left to themselves, they do not worry about 
these matter* If the present generation xs not going to forsake the ideal of 
unity I am sure in another 20 years the problem will be solved on a different 
basis altogether Wc must once for all tell the British that it is not honest to 
make the settlement of the so-called minority problem a condition of political 
settlement 

1 admit we hav e differences Did not the British have differences m. 
England ? In the year 1908 when I went to England the Eucharist Congress- 
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inadequate mil unsatisfactory anti our most serious objection to it is tliat it 
leads us nowhere regarding the realization of our ideal of responsibility at tl}£ 
centre Sir C "V Chmtaroam, speaking in Bomba) in 1931 m one o£ the raostJ 
hnlhant addre cs it 1m bean mj pleasure to listen to said, 1 1 cdcration or no 
federation, there must le responsibility at the centre’ Although we Ime 
responsibility in the prov mccs there lias been no move to introduce responsibility 
at the centre Vs a result oE the war the question o£ federation lias been put on 
the '■hclf The \ iccroy m trying to find a solution to the problem has nude no 
reference to the question of responsibility at the centre but his tried to secure a 
working arrangement, but c\cn this arrangement was hedged in by so min V 
difficult conditions The first condition ins tl at there must be an igiecmcnt 
with the minorities 

„ bir, with jour permission I shall deal with the paragraphs (c) and (d) 
o£ the resolution later m 1 ju«fc refer passingly to the question of the nation 
ahzation o£ the defence force* I am not going to speak on this point at great 
length bccau c them is a special resolution on the subject But the point ui 
baaing this clause here latlus, that we realize that the talk o£ Dominion Status 
is nil moonshine when we ire not in a position to defend oursch cs. If the 
British people are really sincere in their desire to give us Dominion Status they 
ought to s ivc prooE of their sincerity by taking definite steps towards the 
nationalization of the army It is useless to talk about Dominion Status unless 
a country is able to defen I itself Taking advantage of this w ar they should 
take up recruitment by a*km n \ olimtecre to join the army, by expanding the 
Ixuvcrsitv Training Corps in various univerhitic* hv expanding the Indian 
Terntoml I one, m short they should build up a citizen annj who will fi 0 ht 
not bccau c the) receive Bp Jo or Bp 23 a month but because they know that 
the safct\ of the country is m danger Unless we have a national citizen 
ami) we shill net le able to keep Dominion Status even iE granted to us For -4 
1 ours 

1 now tome to the J roblcin of ] roblcms, the so-called problem of mm on 
ties Whatever the British Government mi) Lave done in the past we, sir, 
cannot leuv that we have been cquall) rc*q ousiblc in creating this problem 
aa 1 kcej m r it aln c and making it a cancer, such a tauter that aJJ of u«, some 
tines even tic most cnh 0 htcnc<l among ua arc affected b) it What was the 
V iccrov s position' TLc V lttro) said, ‘ I am willing to expand tl e Lvceutivc 
louncd but vou iuu t come to i communal settlement m the i rov mtCP, ’ the 
uuj licaticai tl ere bciii c I presume that the Congress Governments should tike 
nominees oE minorities m their Cabinets altl ou Q b these nominees would not 
sut *< tiIc to the Congress faille That, I take it, is tie grievance igainst the 
Congress In niv ad Ires* b t jear delivered as tLc l’rc-idcnt of the Provincial 
1 ibcnxl Conference at batara j>crbap I gavo a lead in attacking the Con grew* 
Govcnmiuits But I sbonll like to congratulate tl c Congress j art) on the 
correct attitu le taken by ihuji in detJuung to actt[ t this suggestion from 
tl e \ iccrov (Heat, bear) W c want self O ov eminent 1 ut it must be rcallj self 
govcmniiut, tliat is, a gov eminent bv the pcoj le b) discu. ion, b) association 
of peeqb ho’ hag more or 1 cm the same view*, the san c ideals. It is no use 
referring to bwiucrLnd and to other continental countries. We have been 
Mmcctol will. ll«i Bra* Wo know crlut parlramcmary democracy is and 
" e fin 1 tfial ivfiatcrcr defccis item inn, U in 1 L 0 Bnmh democracy, it is the 
one dorccracy tLat U, stood ,Lc tot of lute, it i, tie one democracy that 
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enables England to stand as a nation in times o£ emergency It lias rnade- 
tbe British a disciplined people, discipline ■winch comes from within, discipline 
of a free people who socially are one whatever their religious differences may 
Ik Why has England leached such a position’ — Because they know how to woik 
with people with different Mens and they know that essentials count more 
in a nation s life than non-essentials and it is die only way in which a democracy 
can w ork We ha\ e seen that the Congress party has sometimes w orked the 
paity system in a aery offensive way to the people who do not agree with them, 
but we expected this We did not expect that in the beginning we would 
have a perfect system of administration In spite of all that they have done 
3 would lathei go through this misery than go back to the bureaucratic system 
of administration or the artificial system of administration where people are 
brought together because they belong to the Hindu community, the Muslim 
community, or the depressed classes It is nothing but a perpetuation of the 
abominable caste and communal system that has ruined this country and w e 
shall never get out of this abomination unless we forget to think m terms of 
caste and community and we begin to think in terms of India and Indians I 
w as told once in a public gathering that I did not realise realities It is high 
t ipie \\e begin to repeat the platitude of our political ancestors, the forefathers of 
the Congress, lather than the platitudes of the present leaders of the Congress 
Su, I attach the greatest importance to this question, the minority problem We 
are bemg asked to face realities We faced realities at the Lucknow Congress 
in. 19 1G and the Lucknow Pact in 191G was hailed as a great political charter 
like the Magna Cbarta of England We know what that Pact has led us to 
What was a minority problem has become a problem of nationalities We are 
now told that it is not a question of minorities, hut it is now a question of 
nationalities That is, a country like India which for the last 50 years we 
have been claiming to be one nation, it is now said, consists of two nations, 
one Mahomedan ludu and the other Hindu India If we encourage the cry, 
the idea w ill get hold of the people and God knows what may happen Be 
mu-t stifle this monster now and the only reason why I belong to the 
Liberal party, why in spite of our poverty of numbers I am anxious that the 
Liberal party should continue, is because I feel that our hands have been very 
clean in this matter We should continue on our path to give a lead to tlie 
country and tell the country we cannot talk of Dominion Status, leave alone 
independence, if we are going to think of this country in terms of Mahomedan 
India and Hindu India Hindustan belongs to all of us irrespective of caste, 
creed or lehgion We as Liberals should discourage any attempt made by the 
Congress or the British Government to tell us that unless we can solve this 
problem there can be no political freedom in tins country This problem is 
going to solve itself It was my privilege to be connected with a big ednea 
tional organization for the last six years I know the younger generation are 
free fiona this communal virus Left to themselves, they do not worry about 
these matters If the present generation is not going to forsake the ideal of 
unity I am sure in another 20 years the problem will be solved on a different 
basis altogether AVe must once for all tell the British that it is not honest to 
make the settlement of the so-called minority problem a condition of political 
settlement 

I admit we have differences Did not the British have differences m 
England ? In the year 1908 when I went to England the Eucharist Congre&s- 
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procc-'ion w is Immcd b) the Wjiuth Government is the result o£ agitation 
carnal on In the Higli Cburcli people The procc.«um was not illow al to 
„o along certain streets m London There weic tlio disabilities o£ the Homan 
Catholics a ml their per«onitio« lint let iw not despair and despond and ssj 
that we ire perpetually to )>c di\ uled on tlie^c communal or religious hues and 
that we arc not one nation 

lht cul\ thing IcEt i" tlit Consultatn c Committee \\ hat was offered 
bhoul l not hast bum accepted and I uu glad tint neither the Congicss nor the 
Liberals nor the Muslim League nor the Hindu babba accepted tins oiler oE the 
"\ lccrov I ithtr we art to associate with the conduct of the war is equals or let 
tht British Crci\ eminent or the bureaucrats carry on the w ir, but wt shall Ime 
no responsibility for the condui t of the w ir Mbit we stand foi to the duett 
vwxiUun ok tht Indians m the conduct o£ the w u, that means, m the Lxecu 
live Government IE such in oifer hid been made ccrtauil) it would have 
Ixui considered doubt suth an offer has fieen rai 1c but on a vn ong b nis 
ibi bohiticm of the communal problem in the i>ro\iut&, nj» made i condition 
prtceilcnt flat is wh\ tint ollu was right!) 1 ejected 
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aftei tlie war had been dcclaied His Majesty’s Government should have coiuc out 
with a declaration of an imaginative character, but the British Government is 
singularly Jacking in imagination That was not done The situation was 
allowed to dn£t, 'and when pressed by the most important political orgmzation in 
tlio country to make a declaiation of their aims — the demand for adedaiation was 
implicit also in the resolution passed by our Woilrng Committee xn Bombay— 
the Vicmoy came out with a long statement, the sincerity of which I do not 
question but tlie wisdom ot winch I gravely doubt (Applause ) I have read the 
declaiation with the lespect which is due to His Excellency and I regiet to have 
to say that it is a mo t unimaginative document It docs not carry us 
beyond the position envisaged for us in 1917 Britain is to be tlie ai biter of 
our destinies Progressive realization of responsible government, Britain being 
the judge of the time and measure of each advance, is still to be tlie goal of 
India Dominion Status is to be the ultimate issue of India s destmv M ell, 
do you wonder that that declaration has appealed to no patriotic Indian ? Not 
only has that declaration failed to appevl to any patnotic Indian, but it lias 
tailed to appeal to all reasonably liberal minded Lnghshmcn It was attacked 
in language of great eloquence by that most eminent of living British Libci a! 
state men, Viscount Samuel In a speech ot gicat eloquence, he cnticizcd that 
declaration m a maunci in which it has not been criticized even by the Liberal 
party of India M c hav c been told by Bi iti-b Consei v ativ cs that thev ai o 
disappointed with the attitude of the Liberal partv My mswci to that line 
ot cutuasm istbatvvc are Liberals and not Consei vativ cs If the lcsolutions 
ot iny party could beblcssel by the Inn's l would be sorry I would then 
begin to think that I was a Conservative and not a Liberal But I find that 
our attitmlo is rightlv understood by British radicals like Lord Samuel, my 
old triend, Mr NVdtied ltoberts who Ins greatly distinguished himself in Parlia- 
ment and who is a Liberal membci Sn M altci Layton, by the Manchester 
(ritaidian, by tlie JSeus Chronicle, by the Daily Uei ild and the Libci al and 
Labour press TUeie w nothing wrong, there is nothing unreasonable ui asking 
that our status should he aswued at this critical moment in oui nations history 
I will now with yom permission point out what our principal cnticisms 
against the declaration are I have already pointed out that the declaration 
does not carry us beyond the position taken up in 11)17 Mem the Liberal 
party luve not claime l that we should he the sole arbitcis of our destiny, but 
we have certainly stool tor the position that i\e should hav e an effeetn c share 
in determining oui own destiny I yen that effective shaic has been demcl 
to us in this declaration Point No 2 is that dominion status still lemains 
only the ultimate isme There is no definite time by which Dominion Status 
is to be established There is no woul e\ cn to indicate that progress towards 
Dominion Status will be acceleiated All that has happened is that federation 
which no one liked has been dished, not in ordci to meet the Cougicss point 
of \ lew or the Hindu point oE view or the Liberal point of view but m ordci 
to meet the point of new of the mmonties anl the Indian princes The 
centre has been left in cqionsiblo 1 is at picscnt Now we know what die 
difficulties o£ working the present mcsponsible ccntie aie Even when we 
want to support the Government we cannot support the Government The 
centre today is a v cry weak ccntie and you cannot conduct a big war with a 
weak centre like tins When w e ha 1 discussions on the Defence of India Bill 
Are found gieat difficulty in suppoi ting the BUI Me knew tint if we were a 
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legat’d to minority rights and majority rights It must make up its mind in 
regard to treaty rights o£ princes and the moral rights o£ their subjects In 
regard to all the«e matteis it must make up its mind and wc should also have 
conciete detailed plans ready I think hard thinking, constructive tlunkmg is 
necessary on our part It is no use attacking one party or the other We all 
need to pool our resomsts together It is for this reason that I ha\e greatly- 
deplored certain, recent manifestations of "Muslim hysteria I have greatly 
deploied for tins reason the “deliverance day of the Muslim Mahatma, "Mr 
Jinnah (Laughter ) I had very great respect for Air Jmnah He had done 
eminent serv ices to the eountrv in the past, but m the evening of his life lie 
has been going hack, on the principles oE a lifetime I wish that it had been 
left to bun to contribute to the solution of tins problem He is a powerful 
man, he is a great man, and I would appeal to hnn to applv his mmd m a more 
constructive manner to the pioblem of India I would ask him to emulate not 
the example of Ins follower, Air Tazlul Huq of Bengal who changes his mmd 
every alternate dry (laughter), but of Sir Sikandar Hay at Khan who in these 
difficult days lias proved to he a reponsiblc statesman AA lth tlicsc words 1 gtvo 
my support to the resolution 

Rao Raja Ur Shyam Behari iUisra 

Rai Bahadur Rao Raja Dr Shyam Behan Misra (Lucknow) supporting 
the resolution in Hindi said that the two previous speakers had explained at great 
length why the A iceroy a statement and the subsequent statements of British 
statesmen had not been accepted by any party in India Fveryone anxiously 
awaited the A T iceregal pronouncement, but when actually made it disappointed 
ill There was nothing m it to enthuse them and no material advance liad been 
promised with a view to altering tlie existing situation in the countrv 

.Referring to the question of India s political status, ,Dr AIxsra said that 
man by nature wanted to be fiee and so was the case with nations To realize 
that O oal tw o things w ere necessary firstly they had to achieve independence 
and secondly , after becoming independent they bad to possess the power to 
retain their independence If India could become independent and be able 
to retain her independence there was no harm and in fact they would all whole 
heaitedly welcome it The Libera! party being a realistic body felt that in the 
existing condition of things it was a very difficult thing to make India mdepen 
dent and e\ en if she attained independence it would be next to impossible for 
her to retain her independence for long Even if the British left the country 
of their own free will they would not be able to manage their own affairs 
smoothlv 

The speakci explained that he was constrained to say this m view of the 
recent communal outbreaks, the attempt made by one community to cut the 
throat of the otkei That was the leaBOn why the Liberals as practical men and 
not as khushamdis pressed foi Dominion Status for India Though for most of 
Ins life he was a Gov eminent serv ant he would most gladly work for securing 
an independent status £01 India if be lelt suie that they would be able to 
pre&cive that status for any length of time But as he was quite certain that 
they w ould not be able to do so he stood foi Dominion S^tatus It greatly pained 
bun to find that even for the attainment of Dominion Status all sorts of obstacles 
were being placed m then way The words ‘ Dominion Status of course could 
jiot have found place ui the Alinto Aloiley leforms The British fought shy of 
13 
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using them even m the Moutford reforms scheme Not only tint, even now 
there was no definite pronouncement promising Dominion Status to India m 
the near future So many lestnctions and safeguards were being imposed that 
it appeared practically impossible that India would ever attain the status of a 
do minio n It was tins feeling of disgust and pessimism that made the Congress 
lay down the reins of office in the vanoiu. provinces where they were in 
charge of government and adopt an attitude ot non-cooperation 

The Liberals never tnoured a poluj ot non-cooperation Butheagiecd 
with the view expressed by hu» ft lend, Dr flu day Nath lvunzni, that though 
they all wanted and were willing to help Brit vm in the present war something 
should also be done by Britain to make them enthusiastic in supporting her 
cause It was essential that the goodwill of Indians should be secured on the 
side of Britain If Indians knew that iftci the conclusion of the war they 
would secure for themselves the lights foi which they weic now asked to 
light shoulder to shoulder with Lngland, they could then help her with 
greater vi Q our and enthusiasm India lud i \ ast poj illation with immense 
resources and it she threw her w hole w eight on the side of the Allies, the 
Avar would he won in no time and the whole ot Iuioic not to speak ot 
Germany could be thrown into the Atlantn or the Pacific Ocean (Laughtci 
and appLu«c ) 

Referring to the Hindu Muslim differences the spcakci said that this 
dispute had existed during the w hole of his life and he could say from Ins long 
experience that the two communities were never very great friends But 
there w is no doubt that the relations between mdivi Inal Hindus and Muslims 
were cordial and good, at least they were ostensibly so However, thanks to 
tlie fanatical preaching of Muslim leaders like Mr Jrnnah, there was a feeling 
ot hatred and distrust between the two communities at the pi esent time lie 
was sure tint this was not the btitc ot affairs formerly The British statesmen 
were responsible to a Urge extent lor the creation and the perpetuation of the 
pioblciu ot problems, the minority problem He would not go so far as to 
assert that the problem had been created with the mischievous motive ot divide 
and rule, but he would definitely say tliat it w-s the direct result ot their 
bhortbightcd policy India was being painted to the world as a land of luinon 
ties It should be remembered that Jndn was called llmdusthau and the Hindus 
formed the majority oE the population Hindus lud been able to survive the 
onhUu 0 Ut» of Muslims for 700 jeirs and it was wrong tor Muslims to believe 
lliat they would succeed in crushing Hindus with the help ot the British Dr 
Mi ra w is confident that there was no chance whatsoever of achieving Hindu 
Muslim unit) m the real sense flic Hindus would remain Ilmdus at any 
cost lie was even prepared to accept what was called the Pakistan beheme 
If Muslims wanted it, let India be divided into Hindu India and Muslim India 
but the fact remained that the Muslim community could never become the 
majority coinniunitj in Hindus! luii 

Concluding, the speaker pointed cut tLat there wis not much enthusiasm 
among Indians at the present moment w connection with the Luropean vvar. 
11c urged that it was the duty of Britain to create a friendly and favourable 
atmosphere and Indians m tliur turn would not fail to respond with enthusiasm 
and render all possible help tbe> could to enable Britian to wm the war. 
(Apphu^c.) 
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President I must mention that Mr b hr off wants that the whole re- 
solution with the exception o£ (c) should be adopted by the Federation I do- 
not think that that is a possible amendment to this lesolution If you like I 
an take those various parts in separate poitions for voting But I hope he docs 
not press that amendment 

The resolution was put and carried, tuo toting against it 

DOMINION STATUS 
Mr, J N Basu 

Mr J N Basu (Calcutta) moved 

This Federation strongly urges (1) that the Government of India Act of 
1935 should be so amended 

(rt) as to provide for the establishment of complete responsible 
government in the provinces and ton a federal basis at the 
Centre so that India may automatically become a Dominion 
within the meaning of the Balfour Declaration of 192G and of 
the Statute of Westminster on the conclusion of the war and 
(b) as to secure to the subjects of States the right of election of 
btate respresentatives 

(2) That in the meanwhile immediate steps should be tiken to 
nationalize the army so as to enable India to shoulder the responsibility of 
Dominion Status 

Mr Basu It is a matter of deep regret that m these days it should 
be necessary to urge such a resolution m a political assembly m India Tins 
resolution desires to give expression to the feeling that has pi evaded m Indii 
with greater oi less intensity evei since the Butish connection with this country 
began That feeling is the desire of the people to be masters of their own 
homes, to have the control of their own destinies and of their own future 
We have wanted that our affairs should not be legulated with an eye to the 
interests of any other outside body, that our affairs should be regulated accoiding 
to our needs, our ideals and our requirements 

Sir, you will notice that wc Jay stress on the expression Dominion 
Status ' As we ordinarily understand it, Dominion Status implies not only 
that we should be a free state but also that we should be included in that 
commonwealth of fiee states winch is known as the British Commonwealth of 
Nations It is, I believe, not necessary to tell you as to why it is necessary 
that we should desu e to form pai t of such a strong combination oh nations 
Wc want protection from outside attacks, m v anous ways we want adv antages 
which standing all by ourselv es we could not possibly have at the present 
moment You have to look at our wide scaboaid and at our vulnerable 
frontiers You will immediately appreciate that it is difficult for us at the 
present moment to successfully meet attacks at those points We should also 
think that when w e associate ourselves with a strong body of nation* we can 
assist m bringing about ultimately a world understanding wluch will gradually 
abolish aggressions and aggrandisements at the expense of weaker and smaller 
nations The beginning has to be made An attempt was made with the 
League of Nations, but it has failed So far as the British Commonwealth of 
Nations is concerned, it has gone on successfully so far, and with a little liberalis- 
ing ot its ideals and its policy there is no reason why it should not be a centre 
emanating peace influences throughout the world 
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Vs to what h Dominion btitus w i question that engaged the attention 
of the self gov ermng colonics, of tlio dominions of Great Britain fora great 
iu mj scarf There were Imperial Conferences which the representatives of the 
various dominions attended and tlicie was du-cui-sion as to what should lx, the 
status, standing ind powers of these various dominion* It was generally 
felt bj these domunons that they should lx; in the position of free an I 
independent states fhc oul\ thing connecting them was their allegiance to 
one centre There was the Balfour Dethi ituni, which was not realty a 
dcchntiou bj Lonl Bdfour but tlic icport of i committee of the Imperial 
Conference over which lonl Balfour piouled 1 skill read out just one 
sentence from tlut report which will gnc ton an idea of w Jut it decided 
Speaking of the British dominions, it stited tlut they ire autonomous 
communities within the Butish empire c iju.il m status, in no waj sulx>rduutc 
one to mother ui any aspect of tlicu domestic or external iffairs, though 
muted in common allcgiuicc to the Crown ind trccU issocnted as members of 
the British Commonwealth of Nations ’ 

\ou will notice whit the implication is m the explosion Dominion 
b talus It Ufords m opportunity foi i«-ouation of independent stitcs, 

independent not onli as regards their own d< 1110(10 iff urn hut also as 
legirds then connection with outsider l lie icccptuicc of tlut view 
has led some of the state* to lu\c their own repi esent iti\ ea m foreign 
countries Cinula has her own representative* and the Irish Ircc State 
lm its own representatives in other mintrics instead of bcuig reprocuted 
h) the British Mmistrj 01 the British lgcnt ihc question of secession 
w i* discussed In fact Ixfoie the Balfour Dalaiation tlicrc were m the 
Umou of bout li Africa political parties who wanted the right of sccc.*ion 
as one of the rights tlut these comjKmcnt states slioul 1 luv e General Hertzog 
was the leadei of one party which Cavourul that the component paits should 
line the power ot secession The other pirty was represented by General 
bmuto who lost aftertwo elections bo it w is also a Jne issue ancf.it was 
understood to he a live issue but bouth Africa, » large part of winch lud 
fought Britain tooth ind nail only a few years picviouslv, found tiiat it 
was beneficial to that State that it should continue to be i part of the 
British Commonwealth ot Is at ions Tint is wlut is meant bv the Balfour 
Declaration 

Vs legards the Statute ot \\ cstmuibtcr it mucty gave le & islvti\e sanction 
to a state of tilings that had been accepted both by Bntim and bj tbe domimons 
winch were self governing In one oE the sections of lliat statute it said th at 
it should liave power to make laws for extra tomtom! operation It was 
necessarv that such a statute should be passed Cuiadi bad passed a law that 
there should be no appeal to tbe British Pm v Council m anv criminal case 
Ike mattci was taken up to the Privy Council m a ccitam ease and the British 
Privy Council held that it was a law which Canada had no right to pass So 
it was necessary tiiat the doubts should he set at lest and the independent 
position of these dominions should be placed hevond doubt Various other 
things contributed to the measure wluch ultimately became the Statute ot 
Wcstminstei If the Statute of Westminster is applied to India, then India 
would be tor all practical purposes a completely tree nation, a nation that would 
regulate her own economic, fiscal and odmuustratrve policy, and what is more 
important, a matter that is referrel to m the second part oE tins resolution, it 
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would be a nation completely proy ided w itb power to organise and look aftei its 
own defence 

Suppose wo were at the pi rant moment a free country, where are the essen 
tials that w ould git e us stiength to stand the onslaughts of outsiders We have no 
properly equipped army and net y led by Indians and under then command to 
protect oui coasts and bonndanes That is the po ltioa — a position which is ex 
tremely disheartening to e\ery Indian If yye attain Dominion Status as Canada, 
Australia and the Union of South Africa base done, then we will hay e the 
power to hay a our own army and nay y accoiding to our own needs You can 
have the nece«sary armaments, you can tiain your own men m the w ay that 
you may desire them to be trained, so that your country may he protected Erom 
outside attacks You will be masteis of your own home in a fuller sense That 
is the Dominion Status that we a«k foi and that is a kind of constitution which 
Bi itain should long ago h ive thought of adopting foi tin* country As I hay e 
said alicady I iegiet that in these days it should be necessary £01 us to repeat 
the demand There is no section of the people of India that stands in the way 
oE oiu becoming a powerful state fully capable ot defending itself For any 
section of the people not to w mt that such fieedom should come to us practically 
amounts to its acquiesmg to a position that ill a flans instca i of heiu 0 conducted 
m our interests should be conducted for somebody else s interest That is 
a state of things which must be stopped m 1 should uot be allowed to continue 
With these words 1 place the lcsolution bofore vou foi vour acceptance 

Rat Bahadur Thakur Haautnau Singh 

ltai Bahadin Thakur Hanuman Singh (Dumraon) "Mr President biotlici 
delegates, ladies and gentlemen, I hay e been called upon by the Ohm to second 
the lesolution which lus been placed before vou I do not wish to lepeat yvhat 
has already been sai l by Air Bosu But I w ish to a 1 1 a fear yyords to his 
statement which you haye yuht heard Ciom him To liegin yvith, I ha\e to say 
that tlw Bntish iule has been most uijuuous to the interests of Indians in 
rcopect ot oui militai v tiauimg From the beginning ofc tic Bntish iaj 
Goyeimnent neicr thought to gi\c an oportumtv to Indians to enter the amiy 
and to use to the top of the army At present all the umv is oflicered by 
Luropeins and our own countrymen hive to plav a sccoaduy part How can 
the mai tial spirit of the people improy e undci such cu cumstmces * Thev knoyv 
that the credit will go to th° Butish Lnlc.yy a fightei know* that in the 
field the credit will bo hi-, oi his countiy s, leal nurtial spit it cannot be shoyvn 
Although our maitial spirit has been deteriorating oynng to the cucumstances of 
the countiv, I make bold to say that the Goyernmcnt should giye us opportu 
mties and yve yy dl proa c to be the best soldiers in the yvhole yvorld Even 
under the pi esent circumstances m yyhich oui soldiers have to fight, Britishers 
hay e borne testimony to the fact that the Indian soldiers ai e equal to any task 
yyith yyhich they may be lace to face 

Then there is another mipoitant question The Goy eminent Ins been 
pleased to diyide the Indian population mto two classes, one the martial class 
and the othei the nonmntial chsa If eyciy cla •- had an oppoitimity to enter 
the army then tbeu. yvould be martial spmt in eiery class As it is, excluding 
"Muhammadans and Euiopeans yvho luye been domiciled heie or descendants 
of their torefatheis among Indians yvlio seryed in the arrnv, the martial spmt 
u 
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is contmcd to a certain portion oE tlic race and the martial spirit of others 
rcimms dormant Unless India gets more opportunities to sene ill the .inn} 
she mil always he helpless to protect her hearths and homes As Mr liuiuru 
said d India were to get full control o£ the anna, Domuuon Status mil come 
by itself I ipnto agree mth him Unlc-s mo get opportunities to oiheer our 
aimy md help our men to the lighting front, we cannot capcct to protect 
Indus from lommi aggressions Me should know that other nations hat c an 
eye on India I read two or three days ago that Unmans lm e an cv e on India 
That is not a new thing Therefore it is sen ueccssara that we should 
a -date and get reforms in the arms There lme been see oral committees 
appointed by the Government, hut all the reports which were submitted were 
mostly against Indians and anything which was in faaonr of Indians was not 
consuleicd worth giung 

There is one part oE the resolution which is to give representation to 
the peoples of the states Unless the peoples of the states ho the elected 
represented cs, the Central Government will always remain a consort ativc 
government Therefore it is also aery nece-sarv that the representatives of 
die states in the central government, the I cderal Gov eminent you may call it, 
should ho elected representatives and not nominated With these few words I 
second the resolution 

Professor R H Kelkar 


Professor B U hetlar (l’oona) —Mr President ind brother-delegates, 
wroposiuiT this re olution Mr Basal has so ably explained Ibe implications of 
Dominion Stetus ibat 1 need not add any icmarLs of mv own on ibis particular 
nomt Dominion Status has been the god which has been systematically placed 
Lore tlic country by this party and to a gntbermg of Ltbeiel, tbaefere there 
isno necessity to explain why I am supporting this particular part of the 
v tlon There arc only two little additions made to the goal One is tint 
r'Snlt— should he a 1 cderal Government IVe have qecepM 
that basis in order that the unity of India which wo all desire should bo a 
perfect unity Indian India should not be excluded from our purv lew Llcv cn 

years a "0 I remembe. the day when m this very hall 1 supported a .evolution 
oiT the* question of Indian states Then I had some difficulty ui persuading 
my 'fellow Liberal, that tie, was an important item But during tint las, few 
veara the problem has assumed such proportions that no body baa any doubts 
i , seer that the states must come in and die states can only come in at the 
rXTmommn by way ot Mention The only other possible wny .. 
L abolish the state, altogether That would bo ret olutionary and I am quite 
sure tint no Liberal would support such a sweeping change in the present state of 
onr country, nor 1 hope at any time in future 
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minorities and the Indian States and other interest®, commercial and other, make 
new claims and make the already existing situation more bitter and more 
detrimental to the national interests of India We want therefore that these 
endless discussions mu«t terminate at the end of the Mar That expla ins the 
first part Since we are going to have a federal basis it is clear that the Indian 
states must come m 

In the second part we suggest that the members of these federal legist 
laturcs must, so far as the Indian Mates are concerned, be elected by then 
subjects It may be that at the pi e®ent moment of the two houses of the federal 
legislature the members of both houses may not be elected by the subjects of 
Indian stites It is at lea«t necessary, howe\ er, that the lowei house should 
bo a wholly elected house in which nominations shall hav e no place whatsoever 
The subjects of the Indian Mates aie at the present moment suffering fiom a 
double dose of autociacy, that of the Indian prmces and that of the paramount 
power At lca«t they should be free to a cei tain extent It is not only m 
their uitere«t that I am supporting this part of the resolution but m oui own 
interest We cannot line a divided nation and if federation is to be a real 
union theie must be one chamber at least in which the people of India as people 
of India and not as members of this state or that state 01 this piovince or that 
province, shall have common rcpiesentation and that is why I am supporting 
the second part of the resolution 

In the third part we are going a little turther We are saying that an 
immediate attempt should be mode to nationalise the army Mr Chandavaikar 
has m his speech on a former re®olution made it quite clear how vital is the 
problem of the Indumsation of the army to India Mr Kunzru has laid stress 
upon it in his own inimitable way I therefoie do not want to add any words 
to explain the necessity of this I tme only to add an explanation of the word 
‘ immediately It is said by some that when a great war is going on the ad 
ministration w ill be distracted by any such discussions if they are started forth 
with I have only to point out the experience of the last war The Montagu 
Declaration was made in 1917 when the war was in the middle of its course 
Russia ha 1 pi actually dropped out of the war and the forces of the United 
btates were still to be effective England was fighting in a aery difficult 
position on account of the unrestricted submarine waifare When England was 
in danger England made thin declaration and sent the Secretary of State to 
India in older to have interviews and to frame a sort of report so as to outline 
the future constitution of India If this could be- done m the last war I do not 
see any reason, whatsoever why it could not be similarly done while this war in 
progress In fact the conditions are even more favourable In the last war 
Indian armies were fighting outside and the distraction in India on political 
discussions meant distractions to our soldiers outride India At the present 
moment Indians are not fighting outside A tune may come when such a position 
may arise But it is wise to provide fiom our experience and I believe that there 
can be no pi actual difficulty whatsoever in immediately devising means to 
nationalize the array, especially the officer ranks of the army and to make it a 
national auny It is not m our own mteiest that I am pressing this, bat it is 
m the interests of Biitam War at piesent is a very limited war, but things are 
chan g ing so fast that the war may come to the holders of tins country m the not 
distant future It is no use waiting till then to start 1 ecruiting our army 
We have been so long kept away from the possession of arms that our 
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prcpaiatiom take a longei tune than similar picparatious in advanced countries 
Here similar recruitment w ill take a muck lougci time to develop Tint is why 
I suggest that an immediate beginning should be made H itb these c\plana 
tory lemarks I ka\c got acij gieat pleasure m suppoitmg the propositions) 
ably moved and seconded 

President \\ itli ie a aul to this Mi Shi of? lus sent n amendment In 
pait (2) he wants that the arm j should be nationalized within a fKed early 
period, not latei than seven 3 ears I do not think that that nneudment was 
mov cd m the subjects committee 

Mr Jiurjor J Shrop (Bomba} ) I would like to speik on this unend 
nient ot mine I su^gc. t the pomt winch will Inu tins cilcct 

President Accoidmg to our rules no unemlmcnt can he moved in the 
open session tuiles6 it lud been picviou«l} moved m the subjects committee of 
.which all delegates arc members It was not mo\ ed and I am lEraid tkcicCoic 
you uvnnot men c it now Leaving aside the objection^ to nationalizing the 

I whole unit in se\cn jcus — it is a a crj tall order — still I would lia\c illovvcd 
you to move it it you had hist ot all moa cd it in the subjects committee There 
is the 4th name ot llaja Alakcshvv u Du il Seth put down but I am a erv sorry 
; that he is not well an l he is in bed 

Ih resolution u as put ami earned unanimously 

FRAMING OF FUTURE CONSTITUTION FOR INDIA 
Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurla 

Pandit lqb d hat inn Outiu (Allahabad) "Ml Pioickut, ladies and 
gentlemen the revolution winch lias just been passed laid sties on the joint 
tlut Dominic u Stilus should be the object!) c ot the tuturc Indian constitution 
But there arc ev Cl so mans points tint will have to be cuefully cou«ulcicd 
bj a lcspuusible boh ot men when such 1 constitution is a omg to be trained 
The lc&olutiou which I hue the honcui to move deals with tlut paiticuhr 
matter an l iuus thus 

1 lie Libci al lcclciation is stiougly ot oj nuon tlut the tutuio consfitu 
tiou ot Inch) should be tramc l bv Indians tlicmseh cs but consulei s that the 
idea ot the propose l constituent issciublr is mipi ictic iblc an l is likely to 
letaid oui pi ogles 

Ike I ede ration theieforc suggests tlut 1 conference be coccncd m In lu 
by His Majesty 9 Government fcor h unm,, the constitution vu 1 tint it should 
be composed ot 

(1) the lejie&cntativc* ot clcotel mcmbeis otPiovmcnl md Cential 
Legislatures in Bntisb India elected on tin basis ot piopoitioml representation, 

(2) the iepicsent«atncs of clcctel mcmbeis ot legislatuics ot Indian 
btites, 

(3) the rulcis oE majoi States or their rauusteis mute 1 )ij the Viccioj 
and the representatn es o£ other pimccs elected by the Chamber o£ Princes 

(4) representatives elected be landholdeis associations, associations 
representing trade and commexce and associations icpiescntm 0 aomultuial and 
industrial laboui, 

and (a) a ceitain number o£ the membeis o£ the ConEeience to be nominated 
by the \ lceioy to represent such interests md views as may otherwise 00 
umepresented 
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Gentlemen, during the last 30 j ears the Government o£ India Act has 
been repealed three times In 1909 Indian opinion -was never consulted except 
perhaps to this extent that the National Congress sent its deputation to England 
md the views o£ certain repieseatitive Indians were placed before the British 
public On the second occasion before the 1919 Act was passed Mr Montagu, 
the then Secretary of State for India, came over here and tried to put himself in 
touch with the Indian view But the Act was passed by the British Parliament 
without any effort being made to associate Indians in the framing of the const! 
tution In 1927 a Royal Commission, better known as the Simon Commission, 
was appointed It did not contain an} Indian member although m previous 
Royal Commissions a few Indians w ere always included as members of such 
Commissions Indiana were naturally very indignant and different important 
political parties strongly expressed their dissatisfaction and even boycotted that 
Commission On the third occasion the system of the Round Table Confeienco 
was adopted But there again the Indians selected as members of the Conference 
were nominated by the Viceror Three Conferences were held during three 
successive years The personnel of the Conference was however, changed from 
time to time After the second Conference some people who probabl} proved 
themselves somewhat inconvenient to the authorities, were eliminated and others 
were put in their place But after these Conferences they again adopted the 
old method of having only the representatives of the British Parliament on a 
Committee called the Joint Parliamentary Committee There again theie 
were no Indians as regular members of that committee although Indian opinion 
was to a certain extent consulted The decisions arrived at were entirely the 
decisions of the Joint Parliamentary Committee whose recommendations were 
incorporated in the new Government of India Act On all these three 
occasions the Parliament alone held itself lesponstble for the measure of reforms 
that it considered safe and advisable to introduce in the Indian constitution 
We find from experience that this method has not been sufficiently helpful 
to India That is why in this resolution we lay stress on the point that the 
next constitution that will be placed before the British Parliament should really 
be hammered out by the Indnns themselves and should fully reflect Indian 
opinion 

The question that now arises is how best that could be achieved The 
Congress demands that a Constituent Assembly should be appointed foi flaming 
the tutuie constitution and its decisions should be accepted by the British 
Parliament The Congress further demands that the Constituent Assembly 
should consist of repi csentatives elected on the basis of adult franchise and that 
important communities should be represented according to then numerical 
strength It is clear that it is baldly a practicable scheme under the present 
circumstances In older to have an election on the basis of adult franchise, 
it would b ne &>sary to frame a new electoral roll That alone would tal e 
quite a long tunc We have a population of neaily 360 millions and the adult 
population may be said to consist roughly of 200 millions of people Even 
if it is possible to hive an electoral i oil framed without much loss of time, it 
will be an almost impossible task to make the machinery of election work 
smoothly Again think of the laige nuinbei of representatives that will be 
elected on the basis of adult franchise Iu a country consisting of a population 
of 360 millions if elections aie to be organised on the widest franchise concciv 
-able the number oE elected representatives will have also to be sufficiently lar^e 
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If for every lakh o£ population, you aro going to bav c one representative elected 
to the Assembly then no less than 3600 persons will have to be elected Lven 
if you have one representative for every million, the number of representatives 
in tint Assembly will be somewhat in the neighbourhood of 400 It is true 
that for a country of such a huge population with diverge interests it will 
not do to entrust the important work of framing the future constitution 
of India only to half a dozen people But m the mine of commonscnsc 
can a large body of 3600 people be at all considered a workable body 
to take up such an important work The Congress lias already conceded 
that communities winch at present enjoy sq ante representation will have the 
privilege of electing separate representatives to the Constituent Assembly also 
Let us see what would be the number of representatives of the various impor 
taut communities on that Assembly Lven if you work it out at one 
represcntativ c for ev ery million people, it comes to an enormously large figure 
It will roughly consist ot about 200 limuus, 00 Muslims and about 6ix 
Christians and a few others If the principle ot representation according to 
the numerical strength of ecu tain large communities be strictly adhered to, will 
it really satisfy diffcient smaller communities that they are adequately repre 
bented ? What is lemaudcd ib that the decisions of this Assembly should be 
binding on Parliament and tbat there bhould be a declaration to the effect 
that the British Parliament will enact the future constitution exactly as laid 
down by the Constituent Assembly .Things being as they arc, do we expect 
that the recommendations of that As'tmbly will be unanimous ? The Congress 
leaders have been ‘aymg that it is not necessary that there should bo complete 
unanimity, but every effort is to be made to come to an agreement with the 
minorities Wbat it the agreement cannot be aruvtd at < How then can 
the decisions ot the Constituent Assembly become operative, and how can the 
British Parliament gi\ e cifect to the recommendations ot only a majority in 
the Constituent Assembly i It is necessary to bear in mind the present condi 
tion o£(tEmgTin the country and to take a realistic view of the whole situation 
The factoFthe matter is that the time is not yet upc for a Constituent 
Assembly ot the character demanded by the Congress nor can its decisions 
he absolutely bmdin 0 under the circumstances 

What is then a practical altcrmtive to the scheme of a Constituent Assern 
bly ? We all feel that it is neccbsary that Indians of different shades of opinion, 
should make an honest effort to come to some workable understanding, so 
that it may be possible to place before the British Parliament a more’ or 
less agreed constitution We must therefore decide to meet together and 
exchange views in some kind oE a conference which will not be exactly of the 
character of the Constituent Assembly as that term is ordinarily undei stood 
to signify As Sir Maurice Gnvycr has truly said, the long range artillery duel 
that is at present going on between the Congress and Muslim League leaders 
will not do It will in fact make the situation worse We have to put our 
heads together and do the best tbat we can m order to arrive at some agreed 
solution of the problem lhere is dearly an advantage in convening a conference 
but we do not want that oul conference should be of the type of the Round 
Table Conference What we suggest m our resolution is that the conference 
should not consist of people who may be merely nominated by the Government 
and changed from time to time, but, as far as possible, we should have men 
who would truly reflect Indian public opinion Instead of resorting to a 
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system of adult franchise -which, as I have said, is absolutely unworkable, there 
is a constituency already available in the shape o£ our Provincial Legislative 
Assemblies and Councils and the Central Assembly and the Council o£ State 
These bodies consist of a large number o£ representatives o£ the people elected 
on the basis o£ a much wider franchise than what it was tall 1935 Here is a 
ready made constituency winch can at once be utilized for the purpose of conven 
ing a conference in India You can easily ask the elected members of the provm 
cial Councils to elect their representatives foi this conference on the principle 
of proportional representation with single transfeiable vote The advantage 
of the system of proportional representation with single transferable \ ote is 
that the minorities are assured of some representation at such elections The 
one serious difficulty in elections conducted on the ordinary principle of majority 
vote is that the minority has no chance Therefore the resolution suggests 
that the election should be on the basis of proportional representation Pro- 
portional representation does not mean lepresentation on the basis of numerical 
strength It only means that the minority views and interests should have a 
chance of being fairly well represented 

Wc cannot in this connection lo«e sight of the Indian States whose inter 
ests have also to be considered in our future Indian constitution The 
Congress also accepts this position but it only wants the representatives of the 
people of Indian states When it recommends adult franchise, it is taken for 
granted that the privilege of adult franchise is also to be extended to the people 
o£ the Indian States The fact of the matter is that in many states their subjects 
do not yet enjoy even the rudiments of repiesentative government and yet 
the Congress demands that they should also be allowed to elect their representa 
tives to the Constituent Assembly on the basis of adult franchise straight away 
Tue resolution before you suggests a more practicable scheme It recommends 
the method of election only in such states where there are Legislative Assemblies 
already established At the time when the Indian States Committee met m 
England, there were 30 states which liad Legistahve Councils I believe by 
now there are more than 30, and at any rate, important states which have 
developed their methods ot government moie or less on modern lines, have 
now got Legislative Councils Therefore we can easily have representatives 
of the people of those states which have been able to develop more or less 
a modern system of government But that alone will not be sufficient as in 
the future constitution of India the interests of the governments of various 
states will have to be considered In order that the larger problems of tbe states 
in matters ot trade, finance and defence dc , may also be carefully considered 
it is necessary that full opportunities should be given in the discussion of 
such important questions to those who aie at present carrying on the work 
of actual administration in these states That is why it is suggested that it would 
be desirable to have also some princes or their ministers onlsuch a body There 
is the Chamber of Princes winch is now a well established body You hav e 
there quite a large number of Indian princes and they can send their repre- 
sentatives But there are some major states whose rulers have not joined the 
Chamber of Prmces They can be invited by the Viceroy Either the rulers 
if they chose to come, could sit or they may send their ministers Besides the 
Indian States there are also other important interests which will hav e to be 
consulted when the future constitution of India is to be considered You 
cannot conceive of being able to frame a complete or satisfactory constitution 
without carefully going into the question of trade, commerce and industry 
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It is therefore absolutely necessary that nc should have on that body represent 
atives of such interests We have various Chambers oE Cotntncice ui this 
countiy, md also other important bodies and trade associations Then, Again, 
you luv c in. mmy provinces an influential bo ly of landlords and they should 
also have some voice m this Assembly It is true that some landlords aie sure 
to come from the a arious legislatures, particularly the Legislate e Councils, but 
it is desirable that some important landlords associations may also be allowed 
to send a few representatives Wc should not also lo^e sight of the f ict that 
there is a verj large body of agi icultural and industrial labour in Indu, and the 
problems touching their monl and material welfare will hive to be one of the 
chief concerns of the future I edcral State of Indu The resolution therefore 
urges the need of issociatmg in this common work the representatives elected 
by some well recognucd organizations of agricultural md industrial labour 
With all this we still feel that there will he sonic interests and some \iewa which 
will go unrepresented and that is why it is suggested in the last clause of this 
resolution that the V iceroy should nominate a certain proportion which may be 
fixed beforehuid, of members who w ill represent other important interests and 
views which are not likely to get any chance oE being represented through the 
process of election Therefore gentlemen we feel that if a conference is 
convened ui some such manner by the Viceroy, it will give an opportunity to 
people of different shades of opinion to meet in an atmosphere, not of suspicion 
but in an atmosphere where every one would be free to contribute bis best to 
the deliberations of such an important conference But if you start on the basis 
of adult fi anchise, where the representatives of different religious persuasions 
are to be separately elected and returned m proportion to their numerical 
strength you at oucc cicate suspicion and heart burning Such an atmosphere 
will bo mo t in jui ious to our true national mteiests It must have by now 
“become clear to y ou that the Constituent Assembly as demanded by the Congress 
will not onlv be unworkable but it may even retard our progress A conference 
like the one suggested in this 1 esolution w ill be a fcai more workable proposition 
and is more likely to be acceptable to the different shades oE public opinion in 
this country Such a body can easily resolve itself into v ai ious sub committees 
which can at once come to business and sec what they can do in the shape of 
hammering out an agreed constitution Of course there aie many details that 
will have to be gone into and considered carefully but this is merely a sort of 
framework of a conference which may tackle the question of oui future 
constitution Gentlemen I trust that you will expi css your approval of the 
scheme suggested in this resolution 

Air Al D Altekar 

Mr 1/ D Allelar (Bombay) Mr Piesidcnt lubes and gentlemen, I 
hav e to second the resolution which Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu has already 
treated in its details I shall add one oi two general observations We have 
suggested in this 1 esolution a moie practicable way of how to frame a constitu 
tion for our country Looking to the v arious sub clauses of the resolution, you 
will find that we have given greater importance to practical considerations 
merely to philosophical or theoretical considerations We must have an Assembly 
which could be constituted somewhat more easily than the constituent assembly 
that is proposed by some of our friends The general considerations in support 
of Indians taking part in constitution making should be quite clear Parliament 
claims the right to frame a constitution for this country and the argument is 
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often brought forward that England has special responsibilities in this country 
and that she cannot leave the matter entirely to others This resolution does 
not demand that the mattei should be entirely left to Indians The Viceroy 
will call certain people, but those people will be there according to a certain 
system of election instead of mere nomination We do not want a packed 
Assembly where the theories of certain people will be carried out We have 
seen even in the history of the last Pound Table Conferences that certain people 
who were found to be inconvenient in the first Round Table Conference were 
quietly omitted for the further conferences and other people were substituted 
for them There are certain theories prevalent m England with regard to the 
Government of India and the future constitution of this country We do not 
see eye to eye with a good many of those theories and we want this country to 
he governed in a particular manner so that our country ifiay be developed on 
'proper lines W e are told for instance, by sev eral Englishmen now and again 
and particularly at the present moment that democracy is not suited to the soil 
of this country Let us tell them frankly and once for all that we are determined 
that democracy is going to be the system of government in this country We 
intend to develop that and we want to oveicome all the difficulties in the way 
l£ the matter is entirely left to the Englishmen and to the Britishers we know 
the result 

Those of us w ho have studied constitution making during the last 50 years 
01 so have found that with every new so called advance step in the direction 
of responsible government newer and newer difficulties have arisen and some 
times one feels them, one maj not give expression to it in public gatherings 
that our position lias worsened rather than bettered This is the result of our 
British friends taking this mattei exclusively into their hands and therefore it 
is high time that Indians must look into it and have a big share m framing the 
constitution for this country M e will get the help of our friends, but our 
voice should be heard and should be as far as possible carried out England has 
faded in f ict so far to give a pi oper constitution to India Even the reforms 
that have come in so far contain the germs of certain wonderful things which 
take away all the good results that that constitution is normally expected to give 
in My fuend, Mr Chandavarkar, used the word cancer There are certain 
cancerous growths that com Q up with each instalment oE the constitution and 
wc want to avoid that and therefore we must have an Ass mbly where Indian 
people will properly and largely be represented and which will not be a 
conference oE merely nominated people 

beuondiy, some one may ask, why do you wont these British people m 
this maunci, way should not we sit together and hammer out a constitution 
and ask the British people to give tuat to us ? That is a very fine suggestion 
indeed The only practical difficulty is that the British people are there and 
we have not devised a way oE getting rid of them It is quite well known that 
we cannoc drive them out by force If we could have, I suppose there would 
have been no conEcience either of the Congress oi of the Liberal Federation 
Because vv e must face tacts, vv e must take into consideration that the British 
people are there and that they will have a voice in framing the constitu 
tion. All that we want today is to add our own voice to it and that 
voice should bo the right voice of this country Attempts axe being made 
sincerely on difEeient sides, though we may differ about them If the Indian 
opinion is properlv represented at any conference hat may he held for tins 
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purpose, we tank tat tas way » largely better than certain other ways tat are 
suggested I therefore very strongly recommend this resolution to y 
approval 

President Before I ask Pandit Raj Nath kanzm to support rcso! ' 1 
tion I have to announce tat I have received notice of amendments One is by 
Mr Prem Mohan Verma, which is practically a verbal amendment Instead ot 
the word “ framing ’ he wants “ recommending snch modifications in the present 

constitution as may receive the largest measure of igreement’ It is merely a 

verbal amendment 


Mr Prem Mohan Veima It is absolutely necessary 

President Did you move it in the subjects committee P If not, I am 
afraid you cannot move it now hurtlier it docs not change the substance 

Mr Prem Mohan Verma It makes a world of difference 

President The next is by Mr Shroff In stead of “ conference ’ he 
want s ■■ cnnutitiient assembly It is ^gamsfHSetrst part. That part o£ your 
amendment (StoSiMr Shroff) is out of order The second part is tat 
he wants to suggest the addition of the word ‘communities’ before “interests 

and views in part (5) I tank “ interests and views does involve communi 
ties If you desire to move it I shall allow it as it ivas moved m the subjects 
committee 

The President found that the amendment was not seconded by anybody 
and said It falls to the ground 

Fandit Raj Nath Kunzru 


Supporting the resolution m Urduj Pandit Rai Nath Kunzru (Agra) said 
that everyone was agreed that the future constitution tor India should be framed 
by Indians themselves No doubt while framing such a constitution questions 
would have to be decided by a majority of votes 1 or this it was necessary that 
the various interests should be represented as far as possible But jthe idea of 
frppivng the constitution by means o f a Constituent Assembly was neither practi 
cable nor ^pruden t The decision of the majority of the constituent assem bly 
need not be well thought out and reasonable The history of constituent assem 
blica in countries where they had been tried was not very bright and cheerful 
The last time when a constituent assembly had been convoked was in Russia in 
1917 There too the assembly could not achieve any success Beyond deciding 
that there should be a democratic Federative Republic in Russia it could do no 
more It was not able to serve any useful purpose After meeting for one 
session it was not allowed to meet again by those in power They should take 
a lesson from the past The practical and best way for framing the constitution 
was that the lepresentatives of various parties and interests should meet and 
draft the constitution as was pointed out in the resolution After the constitution 
was prepared sanction might be obtained ot the electorate by taking their 
approval of the same A constituent assembly for framing the future constitu 
tion of the country was not a practicable proposition and would lead to chaos 
and confusion in the country and result even in a civil war between the 

communities 
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purpose, we thmk that this way is largely better than certain other ways that are 
suggested I therefore very strongly recommend this resolution for your 
approval 

President Before I ask Pandit Ra] Nath Kanzru to support the resolu 
tion I have to anno unce that I have received notice of amendments One is by 
Mr Prem Mohan Verma, which i3 practically a verbal amendment Instead of 
the word “ framing ” he wants “ recommending such modifications in the present 
constitution as may receive the largest measure of agreement ’ It is merely » 
verbal amendment 

Mr Prem Mohan Vetma It is absolutely necessary 

President Did you move it in the subjects committee? If not, I am 
afraid you cannot move it non further it does not change the substance 

Mr Prem Mohan Verma It makes a world of difference 

President The next is by Mr Shroff I nstead of “ conference ” he 
wants u constit uent assembly ” It is agaihsiTlTe first part. That part of your 
amendment (addressing Mr Shroff) is out of order The second part is that 
he wants to suggest the addition of the word “ communities ” before “ interests 
and views ” m part (5) I think “ interests and views ” does involve communi 
ties If you desire to move it I Bhall allow it as it was moved m the subjects 
committee 

The President found that the amendment was not seconded by anybody 
! and said It falls to the ground 

Faudit Raj Nafb Kunzru 

Supporting the resolution m Urdu, Pandit Raj Nath Kunzru (Agra) said 
that everyone was agreed that the future constitution for India should be framed 
by Indians themselves No doubt while framing such a constitution questions 
would have to be decided by a majority of votes tor this it was necessary that 
the vaiious interests should be represented aa far as possible But the idea of 
framing the const itution by means of a Constituent Assembly was neither practi 
c able nor ^ pruden t The decision of the majority of the constituent assem bly 

need not be well thought out and reasonable The history of constituent assem 
blies m countries where they had been tried was not very bright and cheerful 
The last time when a constituent assembly had been convoked was in Russia in 
1917 There too the assembly could not achieve any success Beyond deciding 
that there should be a democratic Federative Repubhc m Russia it could do no 
more It was not able to serve any useful purpose After meeting for one 
session it was not allowed to meet again by those in power They Bhould take 
a lesson from the past The practical and best way for framing the constitution 
was that the representatives of various parties and interests should meet and 
draft the constitution aa was pointed out in the resolution After the constitution 
was prepared sanction might be obtained of the electorate by taking them 
approval of the same A constituent assembly for framing the future constitu 
tion of the country was not a practicable proposition and would lead to chaos 
and confusion in the country and result even in a civil war between the 
communities 
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is tint ill officeis m the uraj , fiom top to bottom, should be Indian 1 bat is 
what I understand by Indiatiwation To make the matter more pointed, 
Ind ionization means the displacement of Lnropean by Indian officer It does 
not morel y mean the homing 01 employment of Indians as officers, it does not 
merely mean on mcicase in the numbei of Indian officers It implies necessarily 
the employment of Indian officeis m place of British officers Tlu«, howevei, has 
not been done by the British Gov eminent The men who come out of the Indian 
Military Academy ore mode platoon commanders The platoons oie at present 
commanded by the Viceioy’s Commissioned Officers who ore Indians The 
Indian Commissioned Officers, the Indians coming out of the Indian Military 
Academy uho 01 c known os Indian Commissioned Officeis or I C O’s briefly, 
ore being appointed in place of these people Consequently whatevei the 
numbei oE Indian officers in the army, at picsent they oie not replacing 
British officers The Bntisli officers remain where they are Some o£ the 
officers who lme come out of the Indi in Ahhtaiv Academy at Dehi adiui hav e 
certainly taken the place of British officers but the system woiks m the mannei 
I lnve described It is true that the«o Indian officers will not for e\ ci remain 
platoon commanders They will use highei In the course of four or five years 
they may bo piomoted to take the place ot British officers but even so, the pace 
oE Indumzation will kayo been delayed for torn oi fiv e years In the initial 
stages anj way, wmlc the niunber ot Indun officers will be increasing Indianiz 
ation will not bo increasing correspondingly I call this a trick, a fraud The 
British Government tried to make out that it v\ as sattsfymg Indian aspn itions 
But m lealitj it was tvkmg no steps to make the army truly national Toi 
the British officeis lcmam as they wexe A pi oof of what I liave said is this 
In 192$ it was vowghly ca\cw\atcd that the Indian offi cv cavlu, that the superior 
officer cadte of the Inch in irmy i equirc 1 about 120 men annual} to be kept 
at its proper strength If as the Bntish Government claimed GO people aic 
boing ti uned at Sandhurst tor the purpose tliat we had m v iow, the recruitment 
trom Lnglind should be reduced to one half of what it w is before, i e , GO 
Butishcrs and GO Indian officers should he lecruited annually But as i mattei 
of fict 120 British officers, roughly speaking, continue to he lecnutc l still foi 
the Indian army Vou will thus sec that no Indianization is going on at the 
present time and that if this method is continued, Iudianizition will be delayed 
considerably W hat we hav c therefore to do is to make it. plain to the British 
Government that the method that they arc following now is legarded b} us as 
x piece ot trickery and that if they want to satisfy India ot the genuineness 
of their desire to help it toi w ard on the path ot self rule, they must alter the 
present policj and employ Indian officers coming out of the Mihtaiy Academy 
not in place ot the Viceroy s Commissioned Officers but m place of the British 
Ivinas Commissioned Officers Apait Jtiom this tbc pace of Indumzjtion must 
be quickened IVe aic frequently told tlut the requisite number of Indian 
youths possessing the piopei qualifications are not forthcoming I am not 
satisfied of the genuineness of this complaint I do not say that the numbei of 
candidates appealing foi the examinations that aie held m the Indian Mihtaiy 
Academy is laigc Nevertheless it is more than enough for the vacancies that 
are offered I have no doubt that if the British Gov eminent carry on a little 
propaganda and make proper use of the University Training Coips and 
the Unn ersities, there will be no deal th of candidates of high qualifications, of 
suitable education and character 
n 
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Singapore and I gvpt although no such responsibility lus been laid on tLe 
t boulders of am of the dominions vitally interested in the defence of tl cse 
places, (6) to treat one tenth of the army in India virtually as an Imperial 
Ii&*en e for utilization outside India m defence of British possessions between 
1 gypt and Singapore, and (c) to male India liable for the pa} meat of the 

mamtcnaucc charges of this Reserve even wlen it is employed m defence o f 

the«e possession 1 - 

2 In spite of the hc.iv v burden of imhtarj expenditure borne bv the 
coiuitrv Place the mccption of tlic British rule, the Go\ ernment have utterly 
filled in their duty to equip tlic country adequately for defensive purposes The 
I edcration reiterates its demand for (a) the rapid nationalization of the defence 
forces of India in\ ol\ mg the replacement of British troops and the Roy al Air 
l orcc ha In ban Land and Air Torccs aud the substitution of Indian for 
I uropcan officers m the Army, Navy and Air Forces of the country, (h) the 
redistribution of the existing defence expenditure so as to provide more money 
for the rapid development of the Indian Air horce, the organization oE defence 
against ur nuls w hich liw been rendered essential by the changed international 
situation the 1 edcration regretting tint no steps haac been taken m this 
direction and that the measures taken to trun Indian pilots arc cxtremcl} in 
ade plate special 1\ us compared with those taken in some of the dominions, 
(c) the remoa al of provincial and class restrictions regarding recruitment to the 
army, (d) a w ide expansion, wherever possible on a compulsory basis, of tlie 
University Training Corps and the selection of cadets from the corps for admis 
sion to the Indian Military Academy, («■) tlic introduction of military drill and 
the establishment of cadet corps in schools m accordance with the rccommcnda 
tio is til tlio but i Committee, (f) I much wider extension of the Indian terrj 
tori il force an 1 (/) the tikuig of all necessary steps to make the people oE this 
country more self reliant in the matter of defence and to make India bc1£ flufll 
i ant so far as possible m regard to the proluctiou of war materials 

1 will preface my remarks by faying that to my mind this resolution is the 
foundation and sirtisUnec of our aspiration’s 11 the anna is ours, t’l c country is 
ours. But if tlic armv is not controlled h\ us, we can neither achieve Dominion 
bUtus nor maintain it As \\e arc concentrating our attention on avinnuig full 
self gov crniucut, tt is absolutely ncur^ira tint wc sliuuld realize the vital imi>or 
tarns, of dcltncc m the scheme of self goa eminent \\ hen arc consider tLc question 
of self Icfencc, many problems arise I will deal with them one by one I will 
fir-t take the question of tlic Imlianization of the army By Indiamzation I mean 
the cnuuinnl of In Inn troops b\ Indians Tins is obviously one of tLc 
most important steps tint we Invi to tike m order to have an army that 
would lie under our control l nle-ss the officers are ours, w r cannot po c sibly 
i ill the armv In ban I or a lung tunc, as von know, Indians were not allowed 
to beet me Kings coiuini -lonetl ofliccrs It was only m 1917 or 1018 that 
iron ion was nn.lt for their traunn 0 us first eUs officers Durni" the List 21 
\ can, how ever, while In lull “ Ime been ubmttcd into the higher grade of 
ofiitrs in tie armv, the progress fits Ixxn vtrv plow and unsatisfactory Owing 
to the discussions tint look |»l-cc at the Defence fc u !»- Committee of the Round 
Tah’ c Conference, a ammitice met m 19J1 at whieh it was announced that His 
May -tv * Government hod Joel led tlut 00 arsons wou'd lie trauied annually 
at an In han military neademv to be established at Dehradun for employment 
as »tq»crior officers But now wliat is tlic purpose 0 f luv mg Indian officers 5 It 
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is tint all officein in the aimy, fiom top to bottom, should be Indian That is 
''vlnt I understand by Xndionization To make the mattei moie pointed, 
Indiamzation. means the displacement o£ European by Indian officeis It does 
not merely mean the training or employment of Indians as officers, it does not 
merely mean an increase in the numbei of Indian officers It implies necessarily 
the employment of Indian officeis in place of British officeis This, howevei, has 
not been done by the British Government The men who come out of the Indian 
Mihtaiy Academy are made platoon commandeis The platoons aie at present 
commanded by the Yiceioy s Commissioned Officers who are Indians The 
Indian Commissioned Officers, the Indians coming out of the Indian Military 
Academy who are known as Indian Commissioned Officers or I C 0's briefly, 
arc being appointed in place of thc«e people Consequently whatevei the 
numbei of Inch ui officers m tbe army, at piesent they aie not replacing 
British officers The British officers lemain wheie they aie Some of the 
officers who have come out oE the Indun Mihtaiy Academy at Delnadun have 
certainly taken the place of British officers but the system woiks m the maimer 
I have described It is true that these Indian officers will not £01 evei 1 cinam 
platoon commanders They will use higher In the course of four or five years 
they may be promoted to take the place of British officers but even so, the pace 
of Indunwation will have been delayed toi four 01 five ycais In the initial 
stages anyway, wmlo the number of Indian officers will be increasing, Indiamz 
ation will not be increasing conespondingly I call this a trick, a fraud The 
British Government tried to make out that it was satiety mg Indian aspirations 
But in reality it was taking no steps to make the ai my truly national Tor 
the British officers remain as they were A proof of what I Lave said is this 
In 1928 it was roughly calculated that the Indian officei cadre, that the superioi 
officer cache of the Indun army, lequirc 1 about 120 men annualy to be kept 
at its proper strength If as the Bi ltish Gov cinment claimed, GO people aie 
being tiained at Sandhurst for the purpose that we hid in v lew, the recruitment 
from Englmd should bo reduced to one Lalf of what it wis befoie, / <?, GO 
Butisbers and GO Indian officeis should be recruited annually But is a mattei 
of lict 120 Bntish officers roughly speaking, continue to be lecruitcd still foi 
tbe Indian army A ou will thus sec that no Indiamzation is going on at the. 
present time and that if this method is continued, Indiamration vi ill be delayed 
considerably What wc have therefore to do is to make it plun to the Bntish 
Government that the method that they are following non is regirded by us as 
a piece ot trickery and ttiat if they want to satisfy India of the genuineness 
of their desire to help it toi ward on the path ot self rule, they must altei the 
present policy and employ Indian officers coming out of the Militai y Academy 
not m place ot the Viceroy s Commissioned Officers but in place of the British 
Kind’s Commissioned Officers Apait from this the pace of Indiamzation must 
be quickened We are frequently told that the requisite number of Indian 
youths possessing the propel qualifications are not forthcoming I am not 
satisfied of the genuineness of this complaint I do not say that the numbei of 
candidates appeal mg foi the examinations that are held in the Indian Military 
Academy is large Nevertheless it is more than enough for tbe vacancies that 
are offered I hav e no doubt that if the British Government carry on a little 
propaganda and make proper use of the University Training Corps and 
the Univ ersitics, there will be no deal tb of candidates of high qualifications, of 
suitable education and character 
17 



are men belonging to Matins 01 to ceitain communities fiom winch lccruits 
are not taken as a inle £01 the army But so fai as I have been able to 
ascei tain, these soldiers are in no avay mfeiioi to the soldiers drawn from 
the Punjab 01 the United Piovinces The entire question is a question ot 
training and feeding Take a man fiom any aiea you like, feed him piopcih, 
give mm the exercise that would mike him physically efficient and turn lum 
as a soldici ought to be trained, and 10 to one he will prove equal to a sokhei 
drawn hom any class in the army Aput fiom this it is nece^uy, it the 
defence of oui country is to be placed on a broad basis, that we should have 
a citizen aim} and not an airny the enlistment £01 which is limited to certain 
dashes on!} At present accoiding to the Simon Commission, leaving out the 
workers, about 62 tier cent ot the Indian army is lecruited m one pi ounce 
only, namely, the Punjab Surely 3 ou cannot allow the defence ot 1 bir 
continent like India to depend upon only one province It is toie«tthe 
detence system on its apex instead of its ba«e \ou thus see that both on 
general considerations and on considerations of expedience , it is necessary 
that tue present method of recruiting soldiers should be alteicd, that tlicj 
should be drawm from all communities and proa mccs and that our imiy should 
be so recruited as to cieate and dev clop the desire £01 mihtaiv truning m 
the population at large 

There is only one other point now that I shall deal with in this connection 
That relates to the air force and the navy What I Jme '•aid with legard 
to the officer grades in the army applies also to con espoiuhng grades m the 
air force and the navy So far as the navy is concerned, it must be admitted 
that the supply of suitable candidates is very limited, that is because the navy 
is not well known ev en in univei sities and the Govei ument ln\ 0 can led out 
no propaganda in. orclei to make joung men awaie of the opportmutj that the 
navy renders them of serving then counti 3 If the (xo\ eminent weic to 
play their part fully in tins connection and v ci e to show tl em«eh cs m earnest 
in tue matter of obtaining officeis foi all grades of our defence ioices I have no 
doubt whatevei that there mil be no lack of suitable \oung uien cithei foi the 
army or the air force or the navy 

Anothei question that the resolution lie fore \ou <h iw iioimnuit ittcntion 
to in tins connection is the need for developing the an foice \ou all know 
the impol tmee of the an toicc at tlie piesent time In the international condi 
tions that exist at the present tune, it is not beyond the langc of possibilities 
that India s security may be tineatened A«rgie«sioii fiom the north wet 
seems more probable than from any other quartei Considering the difficulties 
ot an attack by land, it is reasonable to suppo'O th it it is the an force rethei 
than land forces that will be used to disturb orn security and to tin eaten om 
country It is absolutely nectary therefore at the present time that we 
si ould devote speci ll attention to the de\ elopment of an Indian air force But 
what is the situation at the present time i An Indian air squadron is bung 
formed and we have been told that it will be completed bv 1940 There aie 
eight more squadrons but they all belong to the Iioval Aar 1 oice Om air force 
is tnerefore all piactically British Tne an foice was created onlv about 20 
years ago Indians are taking a keen interest m av lation is is shown b v tbe 
development of civil an force m various centres Whv cannot steps be t^ken 
to tram Indians, so that the requisite numbei of Indian air squadrons might 
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We have been told now that our frontiers aie in. Egypt and Singapore But 
this is what has been said to us by His Excellency the Coramandei m Chief So 
fai as the the report of the Cbatfield Committee is concerned, it leai es the mattei 
entirely a ague It does not fix even these limits to our frontiers Another point 
is this The Report says that if forces are used outride India foi the purpose of 
defending India s external security, their expenses shall be paid by India There 
is no mention of any particulai limits there Tor the time being His Majesty’s 
Goa eminent have decided that Egypt and Singapore are within the sphere of our 
military limits They may any day say that it is nece^ary foi our defence that 
our troops should be employed beyond thc«e limits at Cyprus or Malta 01 Hong 
hong and that declaration will be quite enough to enable them not merely to take 
our troops outside our country but also to make India pay for their maintenance 
and all this has been done without orn consent Australia and New Zealand are 
vitally concerned m the defence of Singapore but has the British Goa eminent 
dared to lay a specific charge on them in connection w ith this maintenance or in 
connection with the supply of troops for its defence 9 Those dominions may 
of their own free will, supply the Bi itish Government with soldiers and money 
foi the defence of Singapore but that is a wholly different thing If that pro 
ccdure had been followed in orn count! y, well it would have been our decision 
In the present circumstances while our rights ln\ e net been enlarged, 
our responsibilities have been It is nece««arv, therefore, considering the 
aery dangerous principle that underlies the recommendations ot the Cbatfield 
Committee, tLat are should enter a Btrong protest against the policy adopted by 
His Majesty s Goa eminent Be have been aching for self government But the 
policy recently declared by his Majesty s Government would make us further 
subject to British control It would for all piactical purposes enable Britain to 
regard a part ot our army as an imperial a««et The day of the Indian control 
over the army would be considerably delayed so long as the piesent policy 
continues Ladies and gentlemen, in a lew of the issues ma olved in the question 
which I have ventured to discuss just now, I think it is necessary that we should 
concentr te our attention on it Self defence, ns I haa e otten said, is tLc life 
bloocl of self goa emment Whether you obtain any declaration about your 
status from the British Government or not, the country will be yours provided 
you bung the army under your control I attach far more importance to this 
than to any other question connected with the development of the Indian 
continent I a c h you, therefore, with all the emphasis that I can command, to 
concentrate your attention on this question, to enable the country to realize 
its a ital c onn ection with the problem ot self government and to tell the British 
Government that if it wants cur aaholeliearted supjort, whatever it mayor 
may not do, it must take steps m order to make the Indian army truly national 
at an early date c o that we may get the substance of self government 

Mr J R Gbarpurey 

Mr J Ji Gharpmey [Bombay) As Dr kunzru said in the opening 
address in support of the resolution, I am absolutely m accord avith him that 
this is the subject oE all subjects This i« the most central subject on which we 
should concentrate all orn energies and powers of advocacy in «upport of it 
Tne late Mr Gokhale started a campaign with reference to this subject as early 
as 1893 and Ins classical deliverance at the Imperial Council with which 
we are all familiar shows that he realized even at that day the importance 
is 
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of what be called imperial |>olic} Whether we* call it defence or whether we 
cill it the Chat field Jteport, tlio=c who hat e the might in their hands can alone 
preserve their rights and acquire more as has been most strongl) demonstrated 
nowadays b} the Nazi and other activities I shall onlj^refcr to one part of 
the re'o'utian Dr Kunzrti has so elaborately dealt with it that it would he 
mere wa«tc oE time and as our President has warned me that I should not take 
more than fire minutes, I shall not repeat wliat he has said. He has already 
said what I had m mind to some extent to submit to you. I shall deal only with 
one part and that is whit is nude much of in the Outfield Peporfc and the 
so-eallcd donations They say, wclme given something like a magnificent 
gift to India hut that gift is not acknowledged You should bear m mind that 
gift is in kind and it consists oE the unwanted superfluities, which arc no longer 
wanted in the West and which have been dumped on India as absolute superflui- 
ties That is liot a gift at all You arc all aware that a rcj.1 gift is something 
different I don’t call it a gift at all The goods have to he kept somewhere 
and tLcy ba\ c been dumped on India 

Next tLcre is a loan sanctioned m favour of mechanization I ast year, 
sir, 3 ou had the honour to father this resolution In that we had simply men 
tioncd our scn«c of acute dissatisfaction at the exclusion of Indians from the 
Chat held Committee If cacn one Indian had been allowed to be on the 
committee we should hare had <ome know ’edge from wit! in and we should hare 
Ken ab'e to get at the real genesis of tl is gilt and the claim made for it 

Dr Fummi l as stressed on the extension of the borders of India In 
these <la\s one t ui imagine the extension of the borders of India to the borders 
of I ngl and because the air raids rnaj reach Lngland and India a!«o Put our 
claim is tnat all that which is permitted to l» done should be with our consent 
Unlcxs tucrc is a nation il militia and the airforce, navy and nnn^ arc fully 
dcr eloped anil nationalized, it would not do to ash Indians to join in this 
manner and we plead that this is tl c time for doing so If not now, when ? 
I do not t nnk that I should take any further time of yours I shall now leave 
tl c resolution in r our hands 
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A thorough change in the policy is necessary W e are paying too much of 
attention to Indiamzation of the army Undoubtedly it is very important, but 
in the last 20 years the technique of modern warfare has considerably altered 
the situation Today the Indian coast is entirely defenceless You talk of the 
Royal Indian Navy Do you know that the Royal Indian Navy has got no 
battleships, no cruisers, no destroyers, no aircraft carriers, no giuiboats, no 
minelayers and no mine sweepers ? It consists of five sloops of one Depot ship of 
a total tonnage which is less than the tonnage of Admiral Scf eer which is now 
reported to be plying in the Indian Ocean The Royal Air Force is divided 
into three categories (1) The Home Squadron meant for Britain s defence , 
(2) the ilcet Air Arm intended for cooperation with the Navy, and (3) the 
Overseas Squadrons of which eight aie posted in India In the la«t war it was 
estimated tnat m order to intercept one bombing plane you required nine fighting 
aircraft It in all India has 96 aircraft I fail to see 1 ow you will ever defend 
tne snores of India if they aie threatened by a German raider or if Italy 
should jom Germany or if India w threatened from the Italian an base m 
Aby ssmia or SomaliLnd Today Italy has got 800 aircraft in Aby ssmia As 
against it you have got 96, more than half of which are concentrated in North 
West Frontier This is the state of our Indian an force 

Take tke Royal Indian Navy As one critic put it, call it Royal, call it 
Indian, but tor Heavens sake don t call it a navy (Laughter) I think that 
the one thing on w Inch we should concentrate our attention is tLat the military 
expenditure running into 50 crores and more "should be di\ erted to a very great 
extent to the de\elopment ofc tl e air force and the navy I believe India ou D ht 
to possess an air force consisting ot notl mg Je^s than 1 500 aircaft of the first 
line You will say it is a tall order It is not a tall order if you propeily and 
wisely sj end 50 ci ores which you throw every year in payments to higher 
officeis Not only do we need this aircraft strength but we need other incidental 
implements sued as etarclilights, anti aircraft guns range finders predictors, 
sound locators and what not I am told that even m an important citv like 
Bombay there is not a single sound locator not a single anti aircraft gun and 
very little by way of defence against an air attack If this is the state while a 
German raider is in the Indian occean you mil well imagine what will he the 
state if it actually threatens us If a big power like Russia Italy or Japan attacks 
us, tLen the state ot India would be simply pitiable 

Ladies and gentlemen it is very well foi us to say that Jet a part of our 
expenditure be devoted to the creation of an airforce But an craft requires 
personnel You must Have pilots ground engineers and other personnel to man 
ti e searchlights and tLe anti aircraft guns All that requires training Even if 
yon aeuae tomoirow to change over and have an an force for y ourself it v\ ill 
take over two years and you will be in good time for the next war , certainly 
net for this, one Tins being tLe state of oui air force and navy, our Federa 
tion has done well in emphasising that a part of tLe military expenditure 
must be diverted to reorganization of the aircraft so that we can have some «afcty 

Ladies and gentlemen the President 1 as warned that I should not take 
more tnan five minute* I wish to crave your indulgence for a minute more 
It is not merely providing aircraft, wc require aircraft macbmegnns capable of 
firing at the rate of 12 000 bullets per minute That seems staggering All tLe«=e 
tilings cannot be had in a day You require to send along with your aeroplanes 
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unremedied until now, through ill these changes oE go\ ernment, it is imaginary. 
Believe me, it is not so, and this grievance has heen recogiuzetl as genuine 
for all this tune Attempts lme been made from time to tune to remedy the 
evil but somehow it has always been found hr the powers that be that it aa ill 
not be in their interest to push through tins reform to its end Ladies and 
gentlemen, I need not tell you at this time of day that this \ lcious system oE 
combining the judicial and executive functions must cause grave injustice m 
some cases and petty annoyances in aery many others Every boiv knows 
it, Government know s it, people know it, ca cry man who has been in the 
service of Government for even a few years know s it, and yet the ca U remains 
as it is \\ by have not provincial Goa crnmcnts tackled this question ? 
Somehow it Ins been feared that if judicial filiations w ere taken away from the 
cxccutuc, thcic would be a weakening of authority n<l conscquenth it mil 
he detriment'll to the efficiency of the machmcry o£ goa ernment I may 
assure you that it need not be so The only result will be tint rca enue officers 
will kaa c to be more careful m the exercise of their functions 

In the early nineties, the late Mr Mon Mohan Gbosc, an eminent barrister 
of Calcutta aalio enjoyed much cnminil pnctice, come across such graa c cases 
c£ injustice due to this system that busy as be was be spent the list tew years 
of his life in collecting evidence and try mg to convince the burtaucricy ot the 
urgency of the reform of this system Howeacr, after him there was no equally 
strong champion of this can«c anil it aras not expected that during tiie reac- 
tionary regime ot Lord Curzon there avould be any chance of tins system being 
stopped High hopes were, howeacr, raised wuui the great Liberal Minuter, 
Lord Morlcy , took over the offi c of the bccrctary of btitc tor India, and some of 
you may remember that one ot tnc carlns-t reforms that he set his mini to nos 
tnc separation ot the judiciary irorn the cxccutiac Lord M or ley scans to leave 
been struck with Lorror in regard to some decisions in Madras which probihly 
led him to set the machinery into motion Sir Arundel who aa as n Madr is 
on ilia l, the proa nice from «j ui I conic, an l in avlnch this system aa as already 
partially modified for the better, separation baaing been done m the lower ranks, 
aaas the Home Member ot tLe Goa eminent of India it the time behuncs avere 
prcpaicd nml lroameul Goaernments aaerc abed to report I runt, tuber to 
lme rui<l tlic scheme tor Madras It aa is a aery good c ( heme Many of the 
]>roa ineial Goaernments, I uilcMand, were in fuour of the refo-m Asa 
matter of fact, aac were expect ng orltrs every dav an 1 some of us av^rc alrca ly 
discussing among curse lacs wjie i b**ancli we avoul 1 go to, whether magisterial 
orreaenue Hut the orders nca cr came Tncy \acrc uaraitcd then Tuca are 
aw nit cal still In the mean aa lnlc, tncrc was a great upheaval in Bengal due to the 

partition which probably led to t ic s lclaing of this reform for the time After 
the popular element avas intro Juccd into the Lxecutiae Council by Lori Morley 
it wxs c-vpcctc l ttiat lalian tn^aij rs avoull take up tun question if there was 
a real gricaancc lus, Loaaeaer, was not done im* matter laa m the proainco 
of the Hone department an l Indian mcmlicrs of the I xecutivc Council aaotil 1 
not lme liked to interfere tn a matter wmch nppcrtimcd to a depart n-nt in 
tac charge of another mctulicr Tuen came the Mo itagn Chelmsford reforms 
wtta populir coatrol of tae legis’atu-e. It avas rig itla coast lered that it avas 
up to t n*n legislatives to take »p t ns matter if they like 1, an 1 get the 
reform effeneJ IIo vever, diving t >e diarchic system of goa ernment it was 
again, hell up Tj* mitt-’r coa-crnel a res rvel sn’ij t an l ministers 
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responsible to the legislatures would not interfere m it The financial stringency 
under which they worked came also in the way and things remained as they 
were 

It was expected that w th the introduction of complete provincial 
autonomy m the provinces this question would be taken up by the Congress 
Governments and it was a great disappointment to us that it was not so taken 
up The Congress Governments had too many irons in the fire and I suppose 
that in the 27 months o£ their existence they hardly Lad time to give serious 
tbouglt to this reform There has, however, recently been a very disquieting 
feature in regard to this matter I understand that Mr C Rajagopalacbariar, 
the able and talented Prime Minister of Madras, when asked why Le was slow 
in getting this reform through, seems to have pronounced against this reform 
He seems to have said that under popular governments there could be no fear 
of injustice being allowed to stand ‘ If tl ere be any injustice, we ore there to 
remedy it,’ he seems to have said 1 Tus reform might Lave been desirable and 
necessary when the old bureaucratic government was m power, hut as we are 
now here to guard the interests of the people there is really no need for the 
reform and why then dispense with the administrative convenience possible 
under the present system I am surprised at this attitude of Mr C Rajagopala 
ctariar He must know that officials are officials whether they serve a bureau 
cratic government oi a popular government Under this evil system officials 
wlo may be inclined to go injustice will surely be tempted to do it Out of 100 
cases of injustice only four or five would go up to the top to be remedied by the 
LigLer authorities Tie fear that authority would be weakened on depriving 
the Executive of their judicial functions is quite groundless It may bo supposed 
that the governments are so contented witn tae present system of administration 
that they would not care to have any departure from it or venture on a new 
experiment As it is toe late Sir All Imam, who was a member of the CongresB 
m the old days and wLo later became toe Prime Minister of Hyderabad, 
successfully introduced tLie reform in the Hyderabad State Only last year I 
was m the State when I learnt tnat not only this reform has not weakened the 
autLonty of anybody, but it has been running smoothly and very successfully 
I put a specific question to the Commissioner of a division if he found any 
difference made to the authority which he was exercising on account of this 
reform He said, ‘ none wnatever On the other hand, he found thiB reform 
very helpful Ladies and gentlemen, do you think that we sliall lag behind the 
State of Hyderabad in tee matter of this reform ? Let us try our best to 
compel the authorities to introduce this reform and stamp this evil, which is a 
relic of the old bureaucratic days, out of the administrative machinery of 
government With our present enhanced status we owe it to our self respect 
that this evil Bystem of combining the executive and judicial functions in one 
and the same person, should cease as quickly as possible Ladies and gentlemen, 
I commend this resolution to your acceptance 

Mr Surendra Natb Verma 

M r Surendra Nath Verma ( Allahabad ) Mr President and fellow delegates, 
p resolution on the subject of the separation of the judiciary and executive, if it 
has been entrusted to and moved by so eminent a retired member of the civil 
service as Mr Gharpure, hardly needs a lengthy speech from me in seconding it I 
would only say that it has been a matter of keenest disappointment to everybody 
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that popular authorities have come into office hut have not carried out this reform 
of the separation of executive and judicial functions in spite of popular agitation 
for over half a century. If it were still necessary to emphasize the import* 
ance of the separation of the executive and tl e judiciary, I would only cite to 
you two authorities. I would cite a passage from Henry Sidgwick. He says : 

“ In determining a nation’s rank in political civilization, no test is more 
decisive than the degree in which justice, as defined by the law, is actually realiz- 
ed in its judicial administration, both as between one private citizen and another, 
and as between private citizens and members of the Government.’’ 

I would again dtc from Professor Laski w here J c says : 

“ The doctrine of separation of powers enshrines a permanent truth. For 
it is obivous that if the executive could shape judicial decisions m accordance 
with its own desires, it would be the unlimited master of the state. The inter- 
pretation of the law must, therefore, be entrusted always to a body of persons 
vvnose will cannot be bound by the will of the executive. They must be able to 
call tne executive to account ” and so on. Further : “ The concentration of the 
power to interpret the law in the same hands as the power to administer it has 
always historically been associated with tyranny. It was the characteristic 
hall mark of oriental despotism.” 

Tne fact is that the Congress party, having a thundering majority in the 
legislature wants to make the utmost use of tLe power tLey Lai e got and it is 
really wedded to tyranny in this matter. It was said of an Lngh«h member 
of the I. C. S. that he used to say, “ I would rather grant complete dominion 
status to India immediately than give my sanction to the separation of the 
executive and the judiciary.” Fellow-delegates, m this province we have been 
hav mg a very unsatisfactory state of things. Our ex-JImrdcr of Justice, Dr. 
Kailas Natn Katju, has propounded a scheme in which he has distributed the 
work of tuc judiciary between two sets of revenue officers — one of them take only 
revenue woik and the other would be doing criminal work but at the same 
time tLe appellate power has been given only to tuc district magistrate. Well, the 
fact is tnat having known the power of control over executive by the old 
bureaucratic government, they want to return the same. Keally the position is 
tms. Wmle tucy would effect the separation of labour from capital, of the 
tenantry lrora landlords, they w ould nc\ cr agree to the separation of the judicial 
from uio txemtivc. It is really a matter of toe keenest disappointment that m 
otntr prov im.es too the Congress Ministry has adopted the some attitude In 
Madras toe Premier said that now that we are m jiowcr it is not at all necc 5 =ary 
to separate tne executive from the judiciary. Tne Fame has been said here by 
Dr. Kat u. But I would say, as I have drawn your attention to the passage from 
Henry Sidgwick and Professor Laski tint even where you have complete 
independence in a country like Kngland it is never safe to concentrate the power 
oE tuc executive and judiciary m the same hands. 

I would submit that the sooner this reform is introduced the better for 
the couitry. Otherwise yon know tint in these provinces at least, I can 
speak trom some knowledge that Congress official and offi ice-bearers have not 
enjoyed impartiality. Cases Lave not been rare m winch tLe government has 
actually interfered witu the judiciary. T.ey liave withdrawn cases of a grave 
nature. We are familiar with many cases that Lare been instituted of contempt 
of court because the office-bearers of di'tnet Congress committees would be 



C 74 1 

responsible to tie legislatures would not interfere m it The financial stringency 
under which they worked came also in the way and things remained os they 
were 

It was expected that w tli the introduction oE complete provincial 
autonomy in the provinces this question would be taken up by the Congress 

Governments and it was a great disappointment to us that it was not so taken 

up The Congress Governments had too many irons in the fire and I suppose 
that in the 27 months o£ thur existence they hardly Lad time to gi\e serious 
thought to this reEorm There has, however, recently been a very disquieting 
feature in regard to this matter 1 understand that Mr C Rajagopalacbariar, 
the able and talented Prime Munster of Madras, when asked why Le was slow 
in getting this reform through, seems to have pronounced against this reform 
He seems to have said that under popular governments there could be no fear 
of injustice being allowed to stand ‘ It there be any injustice, we are there to 
remedy it,’ be seems to lia\e said ‘ Tus reform might Lave been desirable and 

necessary when the old bureaucratic government was in power, but as we are 
now here to guard the interests of the people there is really no need for the 
reform and why then dispense with the administrative convenience possible 
under the present system ’ I am surprised at this attitude of Mr C Rajagopala 
ctariar He must know that officials are officials whether they serve a bureau 
cratic government or a popular government Under this evil system officials 
■wlo may be inclined to no injustice will surely he tempted to do it Out of 100 
cases of injustice only four or five would go up to the top to be remedied by the 
LigLer authorities Tie fear that authority would be weakened on depriving 
the Executive of their judicial functions is quite groundless It may he supposed 
that tie governments are so contented witn tue present system of administration 
that they would not care to have any departure from it or venture on a new 
expei iment As it is, tee late Sir Ah Imam, who was a member ot the Congress 
m the old days and wLo later became tlie Prime Minister of Hyderabad, 
successfully introduced this reform m the Hyderabad State Only last year I 
was in the State when I learnt tnat not only this reform has not weakened the 
authority of anybody, but it has been running smoothly and very successfully 
I put a specific question to the Commissioner of a division if he found any 
difierence made to the authority which he was exercising on account of this 
reform He said, “ none wnatever ’ On the other hand, he found thiB reform 
very helpful Ladies and gentlemen, do you think that we shall lag behind the 
State of Hyderabad in tr.e matter of this reform ? Let us try our best to 
compel the authorities to introduce this reform and stomp this evil, which is a 
relic of the old bureaucratic days, out of the administrative machinery of 
government With our present enhanced status, we owe it to our selfiespect 
that this evil system of combining the executive and judicial functions in one 
and the same person should cease as quickly as possible Ladies and gentlemen, 
I commend this resolution to your acceptance 

Mr Suren dra Nath Verma 

jl/r Surendra Nath Verma (Allahabad) Mr President and fellow delegates, 
a resolution on the subject of the separation of the judiciary and executive, if it 
has been entrusted to and moved by so eminent a retired member of the civil 
seiyice as Mr Gharpure, hardly needs a lengthy speech from me in seconding it I 
would only say that it has been a matter of keenest disappointment to everybody 
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that popular authorities have come into office hut have not carried out this reform 
of the separation of executive and judicial functions in spite of popular agitation 
for over half a century. If it were still necessary to emphasize the import- 
ance of the separation of the executive and tLe judiciary, I would only cite to 
you two authorities. I would cite a parage from Henry Sidgwick. He says : 

“ In determining a nation’s rank in political civilization, no test is more 
decisive than the degree in which justice, as defined by the law, is actually realiz- 
ed in its judicial administration, both as between one private citizen and another, 
and as between private citizens and members of the Government.” 

I would again cite from Professor Lashi a here Le says . 

“ The doctrine of separation of powers enshrines a permanent truth For 
it is obivous tLat if the executive could shape judicial decisions in accordance 
with its own desires, it would he the unlimited master of the state. TLe inter- 
pretation of the law must, therefore, he entrusted always to a body of persons 
vvuose will cannot be bound by the will of the executive They must be able to 
call toe executive to account " and so on. Further : “ The concentration of the 
power to interpret the law m the same hands as the power to administer it lias 
always historically been associated with tyranny It was the characteristic 
hall mark of oriental despotism.” 

Tlc fact is that the Congress party, having a thundering majority m the 
legislature wonts to make the utmost use of tLe power tLey Lave got and it is 
really wedded to tyranny in this matter. It was said of an English member 
of the I. C S that lie used to say, “ I would rather grant complete dominion 
status to India immediately than give my sanction to the separation of the 
executive and the judiciary.” Fellow-delegates, in this province we have been 
lnvmg a very unsatisfactory 6tate of things Our ex Minister of Justice, Dr. 
Kailas Natu hatju, has propounded a scheme m winch Le has distributed the 
work of tnc judiciary between two sets of revenue officers — one of them take only 
revenue woik and the other would be doing criminal work but at the same 
time tLe appellate power has been given only to tnc district magistrate Well, the 
Let is tint having known the power of control over executive by the old 
buieaucratic government, they want to retain the same Keally the position is 
tms. Wmlc tuey would effect the separation of labour from capital, of the 
tenantry from landlords, they would never agree to the separation of the judicial 
Lrom tue executive. It is really a matter of toe keenest disappointment tint in 
oUitr prov mces too the Congress Ministry Los adopted the same attitude. In 
Madras tnc Premier sud that now that wc arc in power it is not at all necessary 
to separate tue executive from the judiciary. Tnc same has been said here bj 
Dr. lvat u. But I would say, as I have drawn jour attention to the passage from 
Henry Sidgwick and Professor Laski that even where vou have complete 
independence in a country like England it is never safe to concentrate the power 
of tue executive and judiciary in the same hands 

I would submit that the sooner this reform i« introduced the better for 
the couitry. Otacrwi'C you know tint in these provinces at least, I can 
speak trom some knowledge that Congress ofiria’s and oflhcc-lxurers Lave not 
enjoyed impartial ty. Cases Lave not been rare in which t! e gov eminent lias 
actually interfered wita the judiciary T.cy have withdrawn cases of a grave 
nature. Wc arc familiar with many cases that Lav e been instituted of contempt 
of court because the office-bearers of district Congress committees would be 
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. . _ lt », ooijrse of uisticc In thc«=e circumstance*’, it uould be birdly 

M.U the general control of the cccnt.no 
Jd tl.c judiciary m tl e same lend. Tor these reasons I strongly support 
resolution and hope tint it M ould be earned l.y you 

Mr M D Allekar 

Mr V D. M'h,r {B emit.,) Mr President and friend., tiro huyer, 

audiciary 1 a. been cLuderctl to be a matter of principle, an important principle 
-r, rondout tie last 50 yens ire lease entitled goaennnents for their 
Sd tin. principle from time to time and Mill ml en near go, eminent, tame 
into itoaa cr two and half year, ago, no cl angc ha, taken place m tin, a t, Hide 
Ab far r, 1 ka oar from 1c iduig 1 a,mrs m your proa inee, I find that you! Minister 
of Justice at least made a shoal of affecting tin, separation ard ,t did remain 
a shear up to tl e cml In my proamce our Home Minister never made 
aur pretence in tin, matter There atcrc ocos.cn, allien open interference mb 
, 1 , IT done bj the Home Miuifter of Bcmbny During tbo 

o' or three imnntcs I an, speaking to jon 1 cannot g,a e yon all the details, hut 
I anil iu,t t lac one story ,a 1, tell laa not been giaen out in the paper, m tins 
proamce Certain people ... the si are Inzer, the stoat cvcUngo of Bombay, 
"ere not paa mg sump ala.tr for a long time It aaas found on. and tl.cn the 
utllector it ban, baa keuled to , icccutc , tae people anal ,Lc prosecution, aroro 
lumehul It IS am.lerMoo.l-I speak in neaaspa) er I ,nglu D c-tUt the collector 
, ti.tri t magistrate an, .shed hr higher aotkintie, .0 aa.tldraav t ore 
lot he did tat do it l.ter the Home Minister and ,l,e other 
numbers ot the Mmi'trv .!.«> that the ,ollee«r eras snffermg from Mr,,,, of 

criichanddici made lorn appear before a medical board consisting of three 

eminent doctor, m Ifomhir Ihe board stateal that after carofnllj cramming 
1 t b officer of In tear, standing they found that there ara, nothing 
into him Ordmanll one aaoold suppose, the 0 , mid of a hazard 
' " , of time eminent doctor., one of tl, cm being the dean of tl e Ora.lt 

Mel, cl to hoe of Ik mist a, should commc-c all norma! people that it aaa, 

' h, lint tlcMim-tra thought .let it arc, no, right and the) asked the 
collca lor a anil to go before the medical liennl Once more .1,0 medic, hoard aaa, 

1 T laic Ml nMcil that there ara, nothing lilting null tbo man 
,h,s aollector of llombaa lea, bed. made to go on leal a for one year 
cre aske.1 in die I i„|i|atiac Assemble- hut caidantly the 
matter* nas not , ro, aria handled ha the member, thim-cl.c, Nobody ,1 ere 
1 to tmd out from t.oacnm.ent aa.tl, rcgaral ,u the spec, he complain, » 

1 1 , a—j. 1 uahangc market aacrc maolicd, lint tiler .acre prosecuted 

Tl'anlcr, laerc" i-mcd that their iroseenuon should be iruMnaun Non it 
„ aacll knoarn that ... a matter hkc do, the colic lor should haac either 
” Land diesc people or staff l hnie eompmmdd hr enacting certain fine 
ftut once the collector took a certain step, » » tanra of die mtceuUr. 
gm, nil, lent to mterfete and. Ian. and Mill here,, do, gorcramcnt nine!, openly 

<ll \ tlu« 
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Jsot onlv that, there was an attempt in the Bombay Legislative Assembly 
to defend the steps taken la tbe® a circumstances you will easilv find that 
it was wrong to exp' t from p ople to carry oa this reform Just 
about this tim a I was talking with on** of th° Bombay Ministers He is 
an old ram, undoubtedly he was one of the mo3t capable ra°n in the Bombay 
presidency He said to me why do you talk ®o much of principles, «o 
much of freedom ? It was all right, he added as long as the British Govern 
ment was there but now that we are here the»e things need not be considere I 
at all There is no question of principles no question of demo racy when 
we, superior beings as we are are administering this province I reminded 
him that that could not be Even m public life principles do count for a 
good deal and public life based on no principles was a very bad public 
life indeed But 6till there were several instances like tbi "iou must hai e 
read about them m newspaper 5 All that I want to say is this that what we Ini 
expected from Congress Governments was that apart from our differences with 
them there were certain subjects in which their view* and our a iew& were com 
plctely identical This was one of tho^e subject® M e arc thoroughly di®*uti«ficd 
in this matter You must lme read that one of the eminent Ministers of the 
Congress stated openly, * I am not going to do this This will not do and there- 
fore ave must lodge our protect against this Those Ministries ha\e gone out 
and I hope that they will come back «mme tune By this resolution n c want to 
.inform them that this lack of principle anil not pay them and thev will be 
ultimately foun l out It is not a que tion of keeping up the prestige of a 
certain party The®e principles ought to be preserved 
Mr Artaud Prasad Agarnal 

Mr Anand Praia I Agarical (U P ) Mr President brother-delegates 
ladies and gentlemen arhen I first read this resolution I felt tbit though it con 
tarns tlio principle w Inch we has c b en stressing Cor the last oO years or so an l 
n Inch has been one of the mam demon U of the Congres b fore it acccjtcl 
office, ave mu-»t m ution the reasons therein wav the Congress Ministries thought 
it expedient to break up th prm ip'e e malic I in tli Congress re. olution 
I prepared au am“ndm a nt I showed it to our venerab'e Pre.-i lent He thought 
it proper not to allow it as h» thought tbit it was not moaeJ m th* «ubjc ts 
committee But l would like to read that am*n lm«nt as part of my speech 
before you an 1 not asm annulment It is mi«3ug The rva«on to mr mm l 
is that after all wnen thev had as uned offi*e thev took advantage of the 
depen fence of tlv* executive o*fi ers on then aultbea foun 1 that thev Were 
aery easy and flexible agent to put into op ration th a ir revolutionary an 1 
disruptive policies into action A\ lut dt 1 they do in the « provuiccs ? The 
moment they assuue I office th*! iaiu°d a stav orJ n r staving all rent suits pen l 
in" till that div Gentlcm n th rt re was not a «rag e prov i«ion in a statute 
consistui" of about 30J se turn* I in a a th" Vgra Tcnancv \ct un ler which the 
Government coul 1 i® ue «u h an order or the deputy colie tors coul 1 hav e «tm_l 
these <uuts. Thev know that the constitutional pi non wouM b* rai®cim 
ciail court® The deputv collectors coul l not din. to up ct the orders o c th<» 
•Congress 'Mini trv This i n i\ thou® in Is an 1 thou an Is of ca es pen ling m 
revenue courts were bun lie! together an 1 were «cnt cither to the record rooms 
or were made to decorate t ae offi'ers xhmrahs an coart rooms \\ hen the 
Minister of Ja tieC foun I Put the order was illegal lie produce I a Bill l>cfore 
the Assemblv for staving all proceed in"’ m the revenue court 3 It was 
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(c) The Federation trusts that the riders o£ states mil realize m their 
own interest that, with the working o£ responsible government 
in the proa mces, it is no longer posable for them to continue 
to administer their states on the existing lines The Federation, 
therefore, urges the rulers to concede to their subjects without 
any Eurther delay the right of security of person and property, 
liberty of speech and of the pres 1 ?, freedom of association, an 
independent judiciary, and to initiate adequate measures for 
the establishment of responsible government 
I ha\ c very little to add to the remarks that I made last year The first 
two parts oE the resolution are quite sclf-e\ ident to you and on those points I am 
not going to make any speech whatsoever We are here as Libei als, we are 
here as champions of the down trodden and /in India at the present moment 
except m the political field the subjects of the Indian states are down trodden. 
It is therefore quite natural that we should sympathize with their aspirations 
We know that the} have got capacities It is very difficult to suppose that they 
lmc not got capacities because we know that in the neighbouring districts with 
similar circumstances economical, educational and with similar pursuits and ideas 
people do have capacities It is \ery difficult to lme one system of odmmistra 
tion for one part of India and altogether a different system of administration in 
the other parts of India The two must go together if the country as a whole is to 
ri«c higher Our sympathies therefore should go naturally to the subjects of 
Indian states and we naturally welcome the declarations made by certain princes 
to share their administration with their subjects IV e want tba*£ they should 
lme similar rights and so we want to say that these declarations in thcnweUes 
ore not quite sufficient In many respects those declarations are \ery a ague and 
in some cases those declarations set no time limits whatsoci er, whether the princes 
would gi\e them rights within two, three or 20 years tune We want that 
they should do it early lest it may be said that they hue awakened too late to 
the grouty of the situation Then I say that the two sides must join the 
federation and all the sides must realize that so far as the fundamental rights 
of their subjects are concerned, there should be no difference wlnt'ocicr 

In the centr il sphere there are certain rcscra ed objects \\ e regard it 
as a slur upon us But in the Icdcritiou 'till wc find that «omc 4o0 states do 
not find any place whntsoca cr in it \\ hat are these states going to do ? Arc 
they to remain as they arc ? If they remain as the} arc there is one great 
danger, I may assure you The} will scr\c mercl} as cantonments for the 
foreign garrison that will be imposed upon us I do not like — I hope you will 
sympathize with me — that there should be certain Indians m this country, 
whether those Indians are in Britidi India or in the states, who are outside the 
pun icw of the In dian government and under the suzerainty of the foreign 
government \\ c therefore want that all these states shoul l come m l lay a 
certain amount of emphasis on it c\cn if it is not in the resolution, particularly 
so because since wc lme heard Pandit Htrday Nath hunzni on the defence 
problem } ou con sec how severely wc resent, how strongly wc resent a British 
garrison ra this country Wc regard it as a blot on the fullness of provincial 
autonomy 

>iOW there is one question to which I would like to refer How arc these 
states to he brought m ? Sure!} you don t want them to be absorbed by the 
British prouncc« They won t like it as they lme got sentiments of their own. 
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lou can t My tlut tliev =bould be alworbcd bv other elates round about ‘hem 
The only powblc remedv n to hrmg then together into rmallgroups ot their 
„r let them yom other group that should ol«o cvwt It they join 
„ group and form a sort of common administration, even if there » i no legWa 
toe and nothing like any responsibility or even respon..i eness to the m she. 
ot the subjects, there will lie a certain amount ot improvement m their admmis 
t ration At present the admu.istrat.on m each single state depends upon 
the ivlnm ot one man If several ncghlxrarmg states join together, Joun.U 
see that 10 presons cannot «at."fa their vvlums at one and the same tunc They 

anil have to create one common platform and the result would be that the whim 

of one man would he removed anl there would be sometlimg hie a common 
law even if we cannot give tint very dignified name to it Ultli these 
remarks I move the proposition and I hope tint vou vv.ll carry it unanimously 

Mr S 0 \a:e 

»/r. S. 0. Va e I beg to fccond tins resolution ProE Kelkar has 
dealt wit’ll it lo exhatttivclv° that I dull not be justified in troubling you with 
any remarks of my own I **ccond it 

He resolution teas then put an l earned unanimously 


INDIANS OVERSEAS 

Ceylon— 1 The National Liberal Iteration strongly protests against 
the Ceylon Governments l*olicv of discrimination against Indians and their 
decision 

(a) to dt miss an l repatriate Indians employed m Government 
department* «nce Aj ril 1, 1934 

(4) to retrench In luancmilov ccs ot more tlian five but less than 
ten rears of «srv icc on a rami lnsi«, if tliev do not voluntarily 
retire by the cn l of 193J 

2 The l toleration fullv imports the decision of the Govcnimcnt of 
In lu to i rohll it the emigration of In Ian hlwur to Lcvlon an 1 urges it to 
take ucce* arv mca urc* to secure ju. ticc to the Indian community 

bouth \fnrt — This toleration erpreves its indignation and resent 
incut at the continued ill treatment of Indians m i?outh Africa and the 
pohev of ‘■egrcgation embodied m the Asiatic Land an l Tra luig Vet aUhou n h 
there v\ as no j roof tlut 111 Ians were vio'atmgnnr of the ew-ting statutes, cr 
were roortmg to illegal prwtices an l although the Union Government have 
un lertaken tm hr the Cape Town Vcrccmcnt to treat the In Ian community 
ns an mte rvl jnrt of the popubtuu of the Imon <r booth Africa an ! to take 
(•tip to rai-c their poilion 

Tin* Jcduration draw* tlic attention of the Government of InJia 

to the grievances of the In bans of Iiji as f toted m the rcso'ution passed at 
the VII Itji Inltan Conference m NovcmW, 1JJS ani urges it to jrcss His 
May-'tv « Government to n n rec to the appointment of an Agent to the 
Government of Inlu m tiji w»ch m th opmm of this toleration, is 
ncce*sirv to dev dip b ter unlr tan ling Ik- tween the Govern neat _of 
Inlu anl t!« Government c r I«j» anl t> enhance th- status of the In lun 
cttn-mrmv Tl« war *'rn \ « « 1 allure 1 to elan I m th wav of the 
mtidartion e f tlu« d-nanl win h mujlit t* line l-'-m agree! to, long ago, 
bv Hi* M*j~iv * Govern icnt. 
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Malaya — The Liberal Federation appreciates the action taken bj the 
‘Government of India in stopping assisted emigration to Malaya as a protest 
against the reduction of the -wages of Indian labourers employed on plantations 
*by the planters and urges it to prohibit all emigration of labour, whether 
assisted or unassisted, as has been done m the case of Ceylon, in order to 
-protect the rights of Indian labour 

The Federation further impresses on the Government of India the need 
for taking steps to secure the rights of the Indian community in Malaya both 
,m order to \ indicate Indian self respect and to raise the status of India 

The resolution was put from the chair and carried unanimously 

INDIANS CONSUFER SERVICE 

(a) In the interests of safeguarding the rights of Indians living 
in other parts of the British Empire as well as in foreign 
countries, the National Liberal Federation of India is of 
opinion that an Indian Consular Seri ice should be developed 
on the lines adopted by the Dominions 
(i) Pending the development of such a Consular Service, the 
Federation urges the admission of Indians into the British 
Diplomatic and Consular Corps from which Indians have been 
so far scrupulously excluded 

The resolution was put from the chair and carried unanimously 

WAR AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

The National Liberal Federation urges the Government of India to 
take steps to encourage and develop all such industries as can be expanded or 
established on a sound basis dunng the war or are necessary in the large 
interests of the country 

The resolution was put from the chair and carried unanimously 

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Rai Sahib Dalip Man Smgh 

Rai Saheb Dahp Man Singh The resolution that I am going to mme 
ns the last on this agenda But the subject is very important and needs i ery 
careful consideration , but as the time at my disposal is very short I will not 
inflict any long speech on yon The resolution is as follows — 

The National Liberal Federation advocates measures to secure 

(n) the relief of agricultural indebtedness and the adoption of measures 
to check further fragmentation and faci'itate the consolidation 
of agricultural holdings 

(6) the embodiment in legislative enactments of the mam principles 
of land revenue as-essment in prm inecs where this has not 
been done, 

(c) substantial aid in the development of indu. tries, big and small 

alike, 

(d) a fiscal and monetary policy wbollv in t!ic interests of the 

country, 

21 
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(,) legislation for the more adequate protection of the labouring classes 
° both in urban find rural areas, 

(/) the early Introduction of free and compulsory elementary education 
for both hoys and girls, 

( S ) adequate provision for medical relief and tire promotion of public 
health, particularly in rural areas. 

This is an exhaustive resolution and it deals avith a number of important 
I .. it jq verv necessary to bare definite legislation from (xovcm- 

» wbicl it deaf, are such almut which we can do 

a lot 0 E useful avort without any help from Goacrnmeut. If ate stand on our 
, ^ try to remove agricultural indebtedness by means oE coopcra- 

tivo societies, and consolidation of holdings also can he very easily done through 

, . already been bc^um m our province. Similarly about the develop 

them, as ^already hesabCo ^ ^ ^ ^ notlced that tbe frrf and 

mento m us ri country lias been solely made for tbe benefit ..oE 

faciraem md r poor peasants liavc always been injured by it So it is aery 
ncceSary that cv cry thing should be done m our own interest. Similarly legisla- 
",r^s been mule for rural and urban labourers and compulsory education 
has also been introduced ami provision for the promotion oE public health Ins 
also been made But certainly it is very necessary to pay more attention to. 
tbl implant points. A* I said at tbe beginning if wo try to interest 

ourselves we can do a lot without any outside help. \'«b those words I bc„ 

to mo\c this resolution. 

Mr. Prera Mohan Lai Verma 

Mr Prm Mohan Lai Verm a (Allababad).-Mr. President^ ladle, and 
gentlemen, the recommendations made in this resolution dtsd with the economic 
=t of the country. It ha, become a platitude to say that industrial 
development is the panacea for most of the dls of Bus country. Bu lootuig 
uTthe fact that a good many of those measures have been recommended year 
after year and some of them, if not most of them, come within the scope of 
legislation of the provinces in which we had popular ministries during the 

aTt three year-, it is time tor u, to take some stock of the work or the achieve- 

ment of toe ministries toward, .be promotion of some of here measures. 
Not for instance, the first cue about the agricultural indebtedness of India. 
\Vc'know that m tin, provmce m the former legislature some Deb Act, were 
1 which are fully ui operation, lint wu.it happened » As tl.e remit 
of toe Act, nwd credit In, absolutely gone. What did the Congress Govern- 
ment do to rehabilitate rural creht f Nothing to we know of. The second 
to- tliat I should like to talk to you about the fragmentation of holding, 
7T" tint we know the Congress Government m these provinces has passed 
y A« hut nothing suhuvntial or to in, been done and no scheme 
, } , fn-tvml in t’ut Act to bring about mca*urcs for the con«oli- 

lm been pu -ptut 11 another tiling in which the Congress 

Mitory intoprovince toatteop.el and fade... The thud tog that I should 
Mmi t J l j j cvc |oiuncnt work. One instance ofTerB to 

like to tcll . chairman of a District Itural Dcvclop- 

,„y mind and tint., die ^ ^ he ind spent the 

magnifi^mTRim'of^it'. 5,000 during the year over the construction of one or- 
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two wells for the Harijans and similar things Tor one of the biggest districts 
m this prov mce to spend an amount of money like Rs 5,000 for the benefit 
oE such a large population of agriculturists, I submit, was insignificant work, 
and then, mo«t of this money, we know, is certainly going into tbe pockets of 
workers themselves rather than benefiting tbe agricultural imputation This 
is another work of tbe Congress Ministry in this prov mce 

Now, gentlemen, I would like to tell you one tbmg more. Although 
Cverybo \y wants to benefit the agriculturist because bis is the i otmg class and 
the main electorate But how have they gn en any retlress to the agriculturist 
when they have not reduced rents at all? Reduction of rent, y on should 
know, means a corresponding reduction in rev enuc and for that the Gov cm 
ment says there is no money If there is no money why should more 
money be “pent on such schemes as prohibition ? Large sums of money raised 
from other taxations arc spent on other things in order to show that the} are 
dom<T “omethuig, although they arc really doing nothing 

Now, gentlemen, there is another thing ui this province which should 
liavc been done with great success and that was the dev elopinent of the hydro- 
electric scheme , but the Congress has done notlung in tins matter W hat the 
poor agriculturist wants is that you may supply lum cheap canal water for 
irrigation, or cheaper power, and implements of agriculture, or good and 
cheap supply of seal and any such thing which will really prov ide him with 
working capital, and give him some credit Tor that the Congress Government 
lias practidly done nothing Coming to the industrial development side, I 
submit that there is not one factory of any kind winch lias been opened or 
started by the Congress Ministries during the tlirec years of their working 
The middle classes liavc not been benefited by any scheme In fact they have lost 
oil along the line and there ls nothing tlat lias been done to bring about the 
industrial development of the country Considering these things, I submit that 
the popular Ministries stand discredited, and I will for want of time end by 
say mg that the popular Ministries have given us not even second rata 
Mmi«tcr“, but third rate Ministers, so far as these questions arc concerned 

President Mr Kulkarm wants to add “(g) serious difficulties that Lave 
arisen by reason of the enormous growth of population m this country without 
a corresponding growth in the country e resources. ’ The amendment ls 
di c allowcd {The resolution teas then put and carried unantmoudy ) Tliat 
concludes the part of our work relating to resolution 1 ! Now I shall ask the 
secretary to read the names of the members of the Council Before that I 
propose that Mt B N GoUvata and Mr M D AUckar be reappointed 
secretaries and Mr B G Gokhalc be appointed another secretary for the year 
1939-10 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

The h«t of members of the Council of tlic National Liberal federation 
ins tben read out by Mr M D Altckar 

President 

Dr R P Piranjpye, M \ , D Sc, “ Purus bottamdiram,' Poona No 4 
Mce»Presidents 

S Sir P. S Sivaswsmy Aiyar, K. C. S-I, C I K, LL. D-, Mylapore, 

Jladras. 
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3 Sir C Y Chmtamam, Kt , D Litt, LL D , 26, Hamilton Rood, 

Allahabad 

4 The Rt Hon Y S Srinivasa Sastn, P C , C H , LL D , 

Mylaporc, Aladras 

5 Sir Ghimanlal H Setalvad, K. C I E , LL D , 113, Esplanade Road, 

Bombay 

3 Sir Moropant Jothi, K. C I E , Advocate^bfajpnjr 

7 Mr J R B&su, M L A, M A, B L, 6,^dld Post Office Street, 

Calcutta 

8 The Hon Dr Hirday Nath Kunzru, M C S , Servants o£ India 

Society, Allahabad 

9 Mr T R Vcnhatrama Sa«tri, C I E , Mj la pore, Madras 

10 Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Bart ,KC I 1,0 B L, M LA, Church 

Gate Street, Bombay No 1 

11 The Hon ble Mr P N Sapru, Bar-at Law, M C S , 19, Albert 

Road, Allahabad 

General Secretaries 

12 Mr B N Gokhale, M A , LL B , (Advocate) Girgaum Road, 

Bombay 4 

13 Mr M D Altckar, M A , Park Road, Vile Pa le, Bombay 24 

14 Air S G Gokhale, M A , Sen ants oE India Society, Poona No 4 

Nominated by the President 

15 Rao Bahadur R G Mundle Yeotraal, Berar 

10 Rat Bibadur M Nai singh Prasad, Advocate, Gorakhpur 

17 Mr B S Ivaraat, B A Gane«hkhmd Road Poona No 5 

18 Air S G \ r aze, B A , Servants oE India Society, Poona No 4 

19 Air P Ivodanda Rao, AI A , Servants oE India Society, Craddock 

Town, Nagpur 

Elected Members 
(Bombai ) 

20 Sir Honu Mehta Kt , Manckji Madia Building, Esplanade Road, 

Bombay 

21 Air A N ClnntUvarkar, Bar-at law, Pcilder Road, Alalabar 

Hill Bomba v 

22 Air A D Shroff, B A, B Sc, (Lond ) Bombay House, Bruce 

Street, Bombay 

23 Air J R B Jecjeebhoy, Alice Building, Hornby Rond, Bombay 

No 1 

24 Air Votmtrao, S Ravut, J P, French Bridge, Clnupaty, 

Bombay 7 

2o Air B D Lam , Solicitor, 113, Esplanade Road, Bombay No 1 

Air N AI Josbi, M L A, Servants oE India Society,, Bombay 

No 4 
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27 Mr. N R Madia, Motlabai Budding 120, Pam Bazar Street, 

Bombay No 1 

28 Mr K C Blmruclia, M A , LI B , (Allocate), J6S, KaUndm, 

Bombay 2 

29 Mr K J Duba«b, B A , LL I? , Solicitor, 79, Meadows Street, 

Bombay 1 

30 Dewan Bahadur Chnnihl M Gandhi, Advocate, Nanpura, Surat 

31 Mr M S Sirdar, Bar at law, Sbolapur 

32 Air D G Ddvi, M A, LL B, (Ad\ocatc), Alexandra Road, 

Bombay 7 

33 Pimcipal T R Glurpure, Advocate Angrcs W ldia, Bombay No 4 

34 Air II G Gharpurcj, ICS, (Ittd ), 344, Shamwar Path, Poona 2 

35 Air G Iv Gadgd, Bar-at taw, SacLshiv Petli, Poona 2 
3G Dr G S Alahajuu, AI L C , I organon College, Poona 4 

37 Atr A AI Apte, B A,LL B , (iV«I%ocate), DlmU\, West Klvandesh 

38 Prof D D kipadu, AI V , 0, Staunton Road Poom Vo 1 

39 Rao Silicb P S A aid} a Deccan Gymkluma, Poona 4 

(Bfnovl) 

40 The Hon Sir Bejoypi isad Singh Ro\ , Kt , M L A , lo, 

Luiedowne Road, Calcutti 

41 Air H AI Boc, Bar at 1 in, 1, Alullcn Street, Cilcntta 

42 All Nibaran Clnndra Ray, AI A , 213, Cornwallis Street, Calcutti 

43 Prof B 11 Ro}, AI A , Statesman House, Calcutti 

44 Mr Sitmath Roa, AI A , B L , 12, Holwcll Lauc, Calcutti 

45 Air P N Singh Roj, 15 Lan«doi\ne Road, Calcutta 

46 Air SivlUansUu Kumar Alittcr, 31/1, Llgm Road, Calcutti 

47 Kuniai Rajcudro Mram Ro\, 79, l T pi ,cr Clntjwrc Road, Calcutti 

48 ltai Kagcndranatb Mookcrji Bahadur, O B L, Ramgliat, Jialn 

49 Rai Ivcsbab Chandra Bamicrjce Bah wlur, butarpur, Dicca 

50 ltni 1 mimlnhl Dc Bahadur, lbG Grand Tnmk Road, LtUrpin 

(L I IU ) 

51 Air Mmuiitlii Kith Sen, Solicitor 44, Rank into Bo-c St, Calcutta 

52 Air B k Cbaiidlinn, 99/1/C, (ornwnllis Street, Cdcutta 

53 Lord Sinhi of Raipur, 7, Ix>rd Sud» Road, Calcutta 

54 Raja Bliiipen Ira kararn Smha Balndur of Na«lupur, a4, Gamliat 

Road, Calcutta 

55 Air Sathiudm Prasad Bum, 6, < ollcgx S pure, Calcutta 
5G Air Slu\ i Prwumia Ghose, 75 Beadon Street, Calcutta 
57 Air Bbag wandas Kalla, 29, Cine Street, Calcutta 

5S Air Shew kissen Blnttnr, 30, (.Inc Street, Calcutta 

59 Air Gosto Belem Alnndal, Xawabgunge, Barrockpur, Bengal 

60 Air Ninnal Clumdra Gboe, Sheoraj'huh, E I Railwaa 

61 Pandit Han*ckan.lra Go-ain, 3, Go^sampara Lane, Calcutta 
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62 Kumar Saradmdu Narayan Roy, 11, Braunfeld Row, Calcutta 

63 Mr D C Ghoee, Bar-at*Law, 23, Devendra Ghose Road, Calcutta 

64 Kiran Chandra Dntta, 1, Laksbmi Dutta Lane, Calcutta 

(United Provinces) 

65 Pandit Iqbal Narayan Gurtu, Hamilton Road, Allahabad 

66 Rai Bahadur Tbakur Hanuman Singh, P 0 Dumraon, (DisL 

Shahabad ) 

67 Dr Rajeshwar Bali, 0 B E , Daryabad, District Bara Banki 

68 Rai Bahadur Lala Bihari Lai, Ram Mandi, Allahabad 

69 Rao Krishnapal Singh, Castle Grant, Agra 

70 Rai Bnj Naram Gurtu, George Town, Allahabad 

71 Babu Bodhraj Sabney, Advocate, Civil Lines, Jbojru 

72 Pandit Krishna Prasad lvaul, Ganga Pd "Memorial Buildings 

Lucknow 

73 Pandit Gopi Nath Kunmi, Advocate, Clive Road, Allahabad 

74 Babu Vishwanath Prasad, Leader Buddings, Allahabad 

75 Mehta Krishna Ram, Leader Buildings, Allahabad 

76 Mr Dalip Mansmgh, M A , LL B Advocate, Fatchpur, 

77 Babu Surendra Nath Varma, Advocate, Elgin Road, Allahabad 

78 Babu Vishun Natb, 3, Cawnpore Road, Allahabad 

79 Rao Raja Dr Shyam Bibari Misra, 105, Gologanj, Lucknow 

80 Mehta Mahipat Ram, Leader Office, Allahabad 

81 Pandit Parmeshwar Nath Sapru, “ Surya Bhawan, * Fyzabad 

82 Rai Bahadur Babu Ram Narayan, Civil Lines, Cawnpore 

83 Kunwnr Sir Mahan} Singh, M A , C I E , M L A , Lucknow 

84 Rai Bahadur B\bu Bliagwati Saran Singh, “Chandra Bhawan,” 

Outran Road, Allahabad 

85 Rai Bahadur Babu Kampta Prasad Kakkar, Ram Mandi, Allahabad. 

86 Raja Mabesliwar Dayal Seth, Taluqdar, Kotra, Sitapur Dist 

87 It'll Bahadur Kunwar Guru Narayan, Maura wan (Unao) Oudh 

88 Rai Bahadur Pt Badri Dutt Joshi, Vakil, Namital 

89 Mr Ayodhya Da<*s, Bar at law, Anand Bhawan, Gorakhpur 

90 Pandit Raj Nath Kunzru, Chili Int Agra 

91 Pt M mol nr Lai 7utMn, 10, Bell Road, Allahabad 

(Madras ) 

92 Raja Sir Ann unalai Cbettiyar, Chettinad Palace, Adyar, Madras 

93 Rao Bahadur Dr C B Itann Rao iianti Nivas, Basavangudi, 

Bangalore City 

94 Raja Sir Vnsudev Raja o£ Kollengode, Kolleugode, South Malabar 

95 Rao Bahadur M R Ramaswanu Sivan, Korth Gopalpuram 

Cathedral, P O Madras 

96 Mr L V mayak Rao, Advocate, Last Mada Street, Mylapore, Madras 
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97 Mr C L Narayan feastrt, Advocate, Vizagpatam 

98 Mr K Balasubramama Iyer, “The Ashram, ’ Luz, Mylapore, Madras 

99 Dewan Bahadur M Bala c undram Naidu, C IE , Ritherdon Road, 

Vepery, Madras 

100 Mr \ Yenkatasubbaiya, Servants o£ India Society, Roypetta, 


101 

Mr R Suryanarayan Rao, „ „ 

Madras 

102 

Mr G Sivaswamy, „ „ 

„ „ 

103 

Mr S R Venkatraman, „ „ 


104 

Mr V M Nayauar, „ ,, 

> „ 


(Central Provinces & Berar ) 



lOo Dewan Bahadur K V Brahma, C I E , M B E , Advocate, Nagpur 

106 Mr V K Rajvade, Advocate, Nagpur 

107 Rao Bahadur A R Bambevv ala, Nagpur 

108 Mr N A Dravid M A , Craddock Town, Nagpur 

109 Mr V G Mandpe, Dantoli, Nagpur 

110 Mr S B Gokkale, Sitabuldi Nagpur 

111 Rao Bahadur B V Dravid, Ycotmal 

112 Rao Bahadur R M Khare, Amroti Camp 

113 Mr S N Bbalchandra, Advocate, Yeotmal 

114 Mr V T Deshpande, Yeotmal (Berar ) 

(Punjab ) 

115 Mr C L Anand, Principal, University Law College, Lahore 

116 Lala Jagannath Agarwal, Advocate, High Court, Montgomery Road, 

Lahore 

117 Lala KeBbao Ram Shekri, Vakil, Civil Lines, Lahore 

118 The Hon Lala Manohar Lai, Bar at law, Fane Road, Lahore 

119 Pandit Hard itt Sharma, Servants o£ India Society, 17, Machgan 

Road, Lahore 

(Berar and Orissv) 

120 Air L N Sahu, M A , Servants of India Society, Cuttack 

(Assavi ) 

121 Rai Bahadur R L Barua, Shillong 

122 Mr Chandradhar Barua, Jorhat As<=am 

INVITATION FOR NEXT SESSION 

1/r Nibaran Chandra Roy ( Calcalta ) Mr President and brother-delegates, 

I have very great pleasure in mv lting you to hold your next session, the 22nd 
session o£ the National Libei *il Federation in Calcutta next year (Applause) I 
cannot assure you o£ the same amount of hberahty with which Liberals m the 
United Provinces have treated us during the present session But all that 
I can tell you is that we shall do our utmost to make your stay comfortable and 
to make the sitting a success (Applause) 

The invitation was accepted with acclamation 
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VOTE OF THANKS TO PRESIDENT 
Dr H N Kuzru 

The Hon Dr lhrday Nath Kwr.ru (Allahabad) Mr President and 
gentlemen, it gives me gre,t pleasure to move a hearty vote of think, to our 
distinguished President (Applause) I nn sure 5 on will all agree with me 
when I say tint it tvas our good fortune tint we were able to secure for this 
vears session a Picsident oE lus knowledge ind calibre (Apphtue) Our 
gratitude to him is enhance! by the tut tbit he accepted our invitation at 
extremely short notice Gentlemen, it is not necessary foi me to dwell on the 
high qualifications oE our President 1 on sure they were dwelt upon by 
speakers when ho was proposed to the chair Net erthelcss I cannot help s ivmg 
that Di Paranipye sppl.c 1 hmiselt to the shidy oE public questions even when 
lus duties wore primarily cduc, tonal They were snlhc.entlv onerous But Ins 

ustuotism compelled Inn, to study the wider questions reining to the political 
development o! Ins coimtiy He is one o£ the hest mtonned piblicmonin 
India It is lus Knoavle Igc uulmdatry tint line enabled huu to rise to high 
position, mil to fill them with di unction His grasp oE public questions is 
shown by the address wlueli he real out to us the other div M bother erne 
anreea 'with ill that he says 01 not, one must recognize tint he has the courage 
0! lus com lotions He thinks eh irly and 1, not ntrnd of speaking out his owa. 
mind That IS a quality which arc must value above others 111 our public men 
It.s a quality that ought to be lound 111 ill public incu, but I ana ill ml that there 
iretew j nblia. men who hive the vourige 10 express then views unpolitical 
m d social subjects even when they nui counter to public opinion 

It is mattei oE gratification to us tbit arc shall Jiavc to guide un-dining tlie 
comm- vear a President oE Di Puanjpvcs knowledge bieadtl. of a lews and 
sticncal, oE mind The ability with which he his guided our deliberations to 
daa his been appueut to you l need not Ihc.efoae dll .to on it He his shown 
both firmness and Eairne s 111 the opcu session is well is ill the subjects 
committee md it is mainly Ins done to harmonise diilcrcnt views and to face 
tacts that enabled us to put Iona ml imolntions which were immiuioiislv accepted 
b, the house Gentlemen I need not say one wont 111010 in orilci to jnstily 
tlie proposition tint 1 un placing before vou 1 un sun. vou will carry it by 
acclamation (Applause ) 

The Hon Mr P N Snpru. 

lhelon Sir P N Sapru Mi rroi lent, Mi Chairman ot the Ilcccption 
Committee ladies and gcntlcmcn-It is my privilege to second the votl I of thanks 
to the President which bn been niovval by my distinguished Eneud Dr Hirday 
XT ,1 Known I SVT a pnvilcd„c bevau o Dr Pananjpac is one oE the purest, 
cleanest and most selfless men in the public I1E0 oE this eountiy (Hear, hear ) 
He lus devoted has life to the service of the Motherland Alter a brilliant 
„ ree , at Cambr.dge.lhe i gumUlie torgusj ai_Cpl1cgc tn a pittance oE Ils r.5 a_ 
tl lor \eirs lie wi^thc respected tiauloE tlut gre»t munition Then 
SVtminushed himself in the politic. I held ns , a member oE the Bonibiv Legis 
tore and for six yearn ho was a minister m the Bon.bav Government A high 
European official who had the privdcgc oE serving under bun once told me 
TVnr Pranroye w-es easily the ablest inmister that the Bombay Prevalency 
a, u Tirnduccd He as a rationalist, a genuine Liberal who has a broad, tolerant, 

1 p Lphie rational outlook ou hte, and ou public questions He lies delivered 
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a magnificent iddie*w, an ad<lie«s which makes us think, and thit I think is a 
gre.it achievement foi auv pi evident (Heai, lien ) The Libei il party, gentle- 
men, is small ui ntimbeis but I behev e, and I believe eunestlv, that it has a o-ieat 
tutiue before it beeau e it is a pait\ of \ i meipled men md it is a paity based on 
principle*, it is a part} based on ethics We hue difficult time* aheid o£ ns and 
m these difficult tunes are needed the guidance o£ a leadei like Dr Piranjpje 
Those o£ us who hue seen him conduct the Subjects Committee know Lou 
iccommodatin 0 lie is, lion concilntoi v he is He wishes to gi\ e everyliody a 
climte He Ins hid to pic«ule o\ ei a difficult tune and we go back to the 
countiy i united body It there are any differences in emphasis m onr party, 
the} onl} leveal that w c are a \ ital organization On fundament i!s ueaieall 
united and we shall remain ever united on hmdiinantih Gentlemen, I have 
gicat plea-aire in seconding the vote o£ thinks 

1 he 2 roposttion ucts then canned by enthusiastic acclamation 
PRESIDENTS CONCLUDING REMARKS 
Di Pirinjp)e, president, replying to the vote ot thanks uid concluding 
the session, sud Mi Guitu, ladies md gentlemen, I thank } on hom the bottom 
o£ my heart tor the resolution }ou hue just non passed I need hardly say 
that it u is with tome diffidence that I undertook this office it i comparatively 
short notice, but I vv is quite ceitain ot leady coopeiation trorn ill the delegates 
ot this I edei atiou I lme been unply justified m my expectation 

Be£oie I proceed to make i feu i cm irks on oiu uoik B enei ill} I \ U sh to 

come} m} persoa.il thanks toi the trouble that the leceptmn committee and 
the volunteers and oiu hosts took tor my oivnenteitauunent and the entertain 
incut ot the delegates Among those 1 would like to mention Mr \ ishun 
Nath, Mi Surendia Nath Vernn, Lai Bnj Laram Gurtu, Mi Mahtpat Ram 
Lagn, Mr B P Mathm md Pandit Mool Chand Malaviy i toi iaikm 0 ariange 
ments (Applause ) Mi Ledu Lath Gupta, captain ot the volunteers and 
pimcipal ot the Agirwal Intel mediate College, md all volunteers have to be 
thanked toi their good woik They did then woih devotedly without coming 
into piominence and I think every delegate thanks all these gentlemen and 
yonngraen It is veiy desirable foi young men to do such service m an 
inconspicuous position, but that is a lesson, I am sure, which mil last them 
all their hie Among the volunteeis I must mention the daughter ot our 
distinguished £nend, bir Yejneswara Chintanmu, Miss Mohun Chintumm 
A lady volunteei is one ot the innovations m the Liberal lederation and 
I hope at the next conterence vve shall also have the issistance o£ }oung laches 
and that they will leceive their brst lesson m public life as volunteers m the 
Liberal federation (Applause) Nextl} I wish to offei our most hearty 
thanks to Rai Bahadm Babu Bhagvvati fciran Smgh ind Rai Bahadur Bilm 
Ivamta Prasad Ivakkar £oi the sumptuous tea parties th.it they gav e us on the 
27th and 2bth * 1 believe everybody enjoved the«e tea parties and we heartily 
ottei them oui most sincere thanks Then the very unpleasant business ot 
collecting hinds has been done by Pandit Prakash Laiainbapi u Tho e of 
us who have had to work toi such purpo c at various times in our life knew 
often what i thankless, unpleasant and ungi icious task it is to be going round 
to collect fund* Raja Maheshw u D aval beth and lvunwai Gum Larun are 
_new l counts to out Liberal part} ind thev ilso heljed us ui this very thank 

23 
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personality Uuder the <pell of power many of the Ministers have been found, 
if not absolutely wanting, certainly wanting to a great extent and that 
can only be remedied by i aiding the moral tone of the whole population 
There must be stcadmess and a consistency of principles in public life You 
must not have principles m water tight spheres, one principle for one Lind 
ot subject, another principle for another hind of subject Yout love foi 
advancement must not only be in politics, it must be also in social and industrial 
md all other matters and you must have the same liberal, piogie «ive 
point of view and then only yon would have justified your being Liberals 
and members of the Liberal party 

We aie po«sibIj threatened with difficult tnne« I ir«t of all, there is the 
communal problem and the great tension between the communities in this 
country There is also the threat ot possible direct action The Liberals will 
have to cut out their path properly They might find themselves in \ ery great 
difficulties When people resort to courses of action w Inch w e do not approve, 
in «uch times we may liav c to bcai even greater opprobrium from the public 
But I think we must not shirk oui responsibility and we must continue to be 
firm to the principles that we advocate 

We have been told that our political salvation lies in the Charkba and the 
Khadi These are good things in their way , but I think that oin political 
salvation lies among otliei things and not only m these e bav e explained 
the means by which our political salvation can be attained and it is this wide 
outlook that the Liberals should continue to pie'erv e m the whole course of 
their live® We do not advocate any policy of sulking The Congress always 
talks of passive lcsistance if the} find something they can t get entuely to then 
ow n satisfaction I do not think that in politics and public life this policy of 
sulking is really desirable What I would like to urge is, do ) our best, try your 
liaidest to achieve yom ends If you do not succeed, trv again, but tor the 
moment reconcile yourself to join fate It is not the first time that everybody 
succeeds You may have to try very often Just now, foi mstmee, we have 
been told that one attempt at our making a constitution failed, therefore cveiy 
similar attempt is bound to fail But histoiy tells us that otbei countnes lnve 
tried to work out their own constitutions tor s e \ e ral years and several com 
mittees and commissions hav e sat m ordei to hammei out a propei constitution 
We have suggested this time a conference composed ot certain memlei s for 
hammering out our constitution I do hope that y ou w ill consulci that this is 
a sane path It is only in this manner that we shall be able to hammer out a 
proper constitution for ourselv es Constitution making is not presumably a 
job which any Tom, Dick 01 Hairy will be ible to achieve It i» a job leqmrong 
knowledge, evpeuence and farmne«s as well as sanity and a large amount ot work 
is required I hope that the suggestion that w e have ni ide to constitute a 
committee by election from various sources will appeal to other political bodies 
in this country I know that we shall not probably find a place in it or, it at 
all, we may find a place for only one or tw o of u« But it does not matter 
whether we aie personally on that committee or not But w e know that the 
only successful way of achieving our end toi framm? a constitution accord mg 
to our desires is by «ome such method, not by getting 200 million people to 
vote for a constituent assembly They do not know what they are voting for 
That is not the way m wlncli constitutions are made and vve do not wish to 
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National Liberal Federation of India 

TWENTY-FIRST SESSION 
RESOLUTIONS 

The Liberal Parly’s Losses 

(a) Tho National Liberal Federation of India records with sorrow 

the death of Kumar Rajendra Singh of Lucknow, a former 
Minuter in the U P Government who was a prominent 
member of the Liberal Party and rendered meritorious 
services to the country The Federation offers its deep 
sympathy to the members of the bereaved family 

(b) The Federation records with sorrow the deaths of Mr A V 

Patwardhan a foundation member of the Servants of India 
Society, who specially interested himself in the question of 
Indian states. Sir Hormosji Dinshaw who was a member of the 
party ever since its foundation and a great philanthropist , 
Mr S S Persba a member of the Tclugu community of 
Bombay , and Dr Sir Nuseiwanp H Choksey of Bombay, 
all of whom were staunch Liberals and rendered valued sen ices 
to the country The Federation offers its most sincere sympathy 
to the members of the bereaved family 

International War 

The Federation strongh condemns the policy of aggression followed 
by the totalitarian states against smaller or weaker states and sympathizes 
With the victims The Federation considers that Britain and France are 
fighting Germany in the cause of democracy and freedom and feels that 
Indian sympathies are on the side of democratic nations and that the whole of 
India wishes that their efforts Will be crowned with success 

The Federation appeals to all Indians to give their support to the cause 
for which the democracies are fighting 

The Federation is convinced that the larger interests of India are bound 
up with the defeat of Nazism and the success of the cause of democracy and 
freedom At the same tune in order to enable India to put forth its 
wholehearted support the imagination of the people should be captured by 
a change in the attitude of the British Government regarding the future of 
India 

Viceroy’s Statement 

The National Liberal Federation of India having fully considered the 
statement issued by His Excellency the Vicerov and subsequent official 
statements, hoth m Eng’and and India is strongly of opinion that they are 
quite unsatisfactory inasmuch ns they 
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National Liberal Federation of India 
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The Liberal Parly’s Losses 

(<) The National Liberal Federation of India records with sorrow 
the death of Kumar Rajcndra Singh of Lucknow a former 
Minister m the U P Go\ eminent who was a prominent 
member of the Liberal Part} and rendered meritorious 
"err ices to the country The Federation offers its deep 
sympathy to the members of the bereaved family 
{t>) The Federation records with sorrow the deaths of Mr \ I 
Patwardhan a foundation member of the Servants of India 
Society who specially interested himself in the question of 
Indian states Sir Hormosji Dmshaw who was a member of the 
pirty ever since its foundation and a great philanthropist 
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all of whom were staunch Liberals and rendered valued services 
to the country The Federation offers its most sincere sympathy 
to the members of the bereaved familv 

International War 

The Federation strongh condemns the policy of aggression followed 
by the totalitarian states against smaller or weaker states and sympathizes 
ivith the victims The Federation considers that Britain and France are 
fighting Germany in the cause of democracy and freedom and feels that 
Indian sympathies are on the side of democratic nations and that the whole of 
India wishes that their efforts will be crowned with success 

The Federation appeals to all Indians to give their support to the cause 
for which the democracies are fighting 

The Federation is convinced that the larger interests of India are bound 
With the defeat of Nazism and the success of the cause of democracy and 
freedom At the same time in order to enable India to put forth its 
wholehearted support the imagination of the people should be captured by 
a change in the attitude of the British Government regarding the future of 
India 

Viceroy s Stalemcnl 

The National Liberal Federation of India having fully considered the 
statement issued by His Excellency the Viceroy and subsequent official 
statements both m England and India is strongly of opinion that they are 
quite unsatisfactory inasmuch as they 
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{<■<) do not go be> ond the position taken up m 1917 and imply the- 
postponement of the advent of Dominion Status to an indefinite 
and distant future and do not envisage its achievement Within 
a definite period m the near future ; 

(A) leave the centre irresponsible as it is at present , 

( r ) give the minority communities a virtual \ eto on future constitu* 
tional progress , 

(d) make the admission of a larger Indian element into the 

Viceroy's Executive Council conditional on the settlement of 
the communal problem m the provinces, although this was not 
a condition precedent to the establishment of Federation 
under the Government of India Act, 1935 , 

(e) ignore the urgent need for the rapid nationalization of the 

defence forces in all their branches 

(2) The Consultative Committee as proposed by the Viceroy, the object 
of which was to Win Indian support in the prosecution of war, could bo no 
substitute for responsibility at the centre and therefore failed to appeal 
to the people 

Dominion Stains 

This Federation stroDgly urges (1) that the Government of India Act of 
1935 should be so amended 

(//) as to provide for the establishment of complete responsible 
government in tho provinces and on a federal basis at the 
centre so that India may automatically become a Dominion 
within the meaning of the Balfour Declaration of 1920 and of 
the Statute of Westminster on the conclusion of the war , and 
(f>) as to secure to the subjects of States, the right of election of 
State representatives 

(Z) That in the meanwhile immediate steps should be taken to 
nationalize the army so as to enable India to shoulder the responsibility of 
Dominion Status 

Framing ol Future Constitution tor India 

The Liberal Federation is strongly of opinion that the future constitu- 
tion of India should be framed by Indians themselves but considers that the 
idea' of the proposed constituent a cg embly is impracticable and is likely t o 
r etard our pr o gres s ^ 

the Federation therefore suggests that ya copforencj be convened in 
India by His Majesty’s Government for framing the constitution and that it 
should be composed of 

(1) the representatives of elected members of Provincial and Central 
Legislatures in British India elected on the basis of proportional represent- 
ation, 

the representatives ol elected members of legislatures of Indian- 

States, 
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(3) the rulers of major States or their ministers invited by the Viceroy 
and the representatn es of other Princes elected, by the Chamber of Princes, 

(4) representatives elected by landholder/ associations, associations 
representing trade and commerce and associations representing agricultural 
and industrial labour, 

and (5) a certain number of the members of the Conference to be nominated 
by the Viceroy to represent such interests and views as may otherwise go 
unrepresented 


Defence 

1 The National Liberal Federation strongly protests against the 
decision of His Majesty’s Government (a) to give an extended meamng to 
Indian defence by making India share without her consent in the responsibility 
of defending Singapore and Egypt although no such responsibility has been 
laid on the shoulders of any of the Dominions vitally interested in the defence 
of these places, ( b ) to treat one tenth of the army in India virtually as an 
Imperial Reser\c for utilization outside India in defence of British possessions 
between Egypt and Singapore, and (c) to make India liable for the payment 
of the maintenance charges of this reserve even when it is employed m 
defence of these possessions 

2 In spite of the heavy burden of military expenditure borne by the 
country since the inception of the British rule, the Government have utterly 
failed in their duty to equip the country adequately for defensive purposes 
The Federation reiterates its demand for (a) the rapid nationalization of the 
defence forces of India involving the replacement of British troops and the 
Royal Air Force by Indian land and air forces and the substitution of 
Indian for European officers m the army, navy and air forces of the conn 
try, (b) the redistribution of the existing defence expenditure so as to provide 
more money for the rapid development of the Indian air force, the 
organization of defence against air raids which has been rendered essential 
by the changed international situation, the Federation regretting that 
no steps have been taken in this direction and that the measures taken 
to train Indian pilots are extremely inadequate specially as compared 
with those taken in some of the Dominions (c) the removal of provincial 
and class restrictions regarding recruitment to the army (d) a wide 
expansion, wherever possible on a compulsory basis, of the University 
Training Corp3 and the selection of cadets from the corps for admis- 
sion to the Indian Military Academy, (e) the introduction of military 
drill and the estabhshment of cadet corps m schools in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Shea Committee, (/) a much wider extension 
of the Indian territorial force and (p) the taking of all necessary steps to 
make the people of this country more self reliant in the matter of defence 
and to make India self sufficient so far as possible m regard to the produc- 
tion of war materials 

Separation ol the Executive Irom the Judiciary 

The National Liberal Federation places on record its great disappoint- 
ment at and protest against the manner in which provincial Governments 
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(«) do not go beyond the position taken up jji 1917 anil impl} the 
postponement of the athent of Dominion Status to an indefinite 
and distant future and do not envisage its achievement Within 
a definite period in the near future , 

{&) leave the centre irresponsible as it is at present , 

(e) give to the minority communities a v irtual veto on future constitu- 
tion'll progress , 

(d) make the admission of a larger Indian clement into the 
Viceroy’s JXecutne Council conditional on the settlement of 
the communal problem m the prov inccs, although this was not 
a condition precedent to the establishment of Federation 
under the Government of India Act, 1935 , 

(<•) ignore the urgent need for the rapid nationalization of the 
defence forces in all their branches 

(2) The Consultative Committee as proposed by the Viceroy, the object 
of which was to Win Indian support in the prosecution of war, could bo no 
substitute for responsibility at the centre and therefore failed to appeal 
to the people 

Dominion Stales 

This Federation stronglj urges (1) that the Government of India let of 
1935 should be so amended 

(tt) ns to provide for the establishment of complete responsible 
government m the provinces and on a federal basis at the 
centre so that India may automatical!) become a Dominion 
within the meaning of the Balfour Declaration of 1920 and of 
the Statute of Westminster on the conclusion of the war , and 
(/) as to secure to the subjects of State? the right of election of 
State representatives 

(2) That in the meanwhile immediate steps should be taken to 
nationalize the army so as to enable India to shoulder the resjionsibihty of 
Dominion Status 

framing ol Inlure Censlllullon lor India 

The Liberal Federation is stiongl) ol opinion that the future constitu- 
tion of India should be framed bj Indians themselves but considers that the 

idea- of the proposed constituent a^cro bh is impracticable and is likely to 
retard our pr ocess 

the Federation therefore -uggests that ^a conference be convened m 
India by His Majesty s Government for framing the constitution and that it 
should be composed of 

(1) the representauv os of elected members of Provincial and Central 
Legislatures in Bnti«h India elected on the basis of proportional represent- 
ation, 

(2) the Tcpre«cntntiv cs of elected members of legislatures of Indian- 
State**, 



( 95 ) 


(3) the rulers of major States or their ministers invited hy the Viceroy 
and the representati\es of other Princes elected by the Chamber of Princes 

(4) representatives elected by landholder!’ associations, associations 
representing trade and commerce and associations representing agricultural 
and industrial labour, 

and (5) a certain number of the members of the Conference to be nominated 
by the Viceroy to represent such interests and views as may otherwise go 
unrepresented 

Defence 

1 The National Liberal Federation strongly protests against the 
decision of His Majesty s Government («) to give an extended meamng to 
Indian defence by making India share without her consent in the responsibility 
of defending Singapore and Egypt although no such responsibility has been 
laid on the shoulders of any of the Dominions vitally interested m the defence 
of these places, (A) to treat one tenth of the army in India virtually as an 
Imperial Reserve for utilization outside India m defence of British possessions 
between Egjpt and Singapore, and (c) to make India liable for the payment 
of the maintenance charges of this reserve even when it is employed m 
defence of these possessions 

2 In spite of the heavy burden of military expenditure borne by the 
country since the inception of the British rule, the Government have utterly 
failed in their duty to equip the country adequately for defensive purposes 
The Federation reiterates its demand for (a) the rapid nationalization of the 
defence forces of India involving the replacement of British troops and the 
Royal Air Force by Indian land and air forces and the substitution of 
Indian for European officers m the army, navy and air forces oE the coun 
try, (b) the redistribution of the existing defence expenditure so as to provide 
more money for the rapid development of the Indian air force the 
organization of defence against air raids which has been rendered essential 
by the rhanged international situation, the Federation regretting that 
no steps have been taken in this direction and that the measures taken 
to tram Indian pilots are extremely inadequate specially as compared 
With those taken in some of the Dominions ( c ) the removal of provincial 
and class restrictions regarding recruitment to the army (d) a wide 
expansion, wherever possible on a compulsory basis, of the University 
Training Corps and the selection of cadets from the corps for admis 
sion to the Indian Military Academy, (e) the introduction of military 
drill and the establishment of cadet corps in schools in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Shea Committee (/) a much wider extension 
of the Indian territorial force and (g) the taking of all necessary steps to 
make the people of this country more self reliant m the matter ol defence 
and to make India self sufficient so far as possible in regard to the produc- 
tion of war materials 

Separation o! the Executive from the Judiciary 

The National Liberal Federation places on record its great disappoint- 
ment at and protest against the manner in which provincial Governments 
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including Congre«s Ministries lm e filled to earn out separation of the 
executive frpm the jndiciarj 

It considers tlie reform urgently necessary ind urges that eomprohen 
8ivc schemes separating the two functions be carried into effect as carl) as 
possible 

Rdorm In the Indian States 

(«) The National Liberal Federation of India w elcomes the steps 
taken b) some Indian Princes to associate tlieir subjects 
Wit h tbe administration of their states 
(l) The Federation reaffirms its complete sympathy w ith tlie 
natural and legitimate aspirations of the people of Indian 
states for civil and political liberties 
(r) The Federation trusts that the rulers of states Will realize in 
their own interest that with the working of responsible 
gov eminent in the prov inces it is no longer possible for them 
to continue to administer their states on the existing lines 
flic Federation therefore urges the rulers to concede to their 
subjects without any further dolaj the right of security of 
person and proper tj liberty of speech and of the press, 
freedom of association an independent judiciarj and to 
initiate adequate measures for the establishment of responsible 
government 

Rural Economic Development 

The National Liberal Federation advocates measures to secure 

( i) the relief of agricultural indebtedness and the adoption of 
in azures to check further fragmentation and facilitate the 
consolidation of agricultural holding* 

(/) the embodiment m legislative enactments of the mam pnn 
ciples of land revenue assessment m provinces where tins has 
not been done 

( ) substantial aid m the development of industries big and 
small alii e 

( I) a fiscal and monetary pohej v\ hollv in the interests of the 
countrj 

(r) legislation for the more adequate protection of the 1 vbounu 0 
classes 1 oth in urban and rural areas 
(/) the earl) introduction of free and compulsory elementary 
education for both bojs and g ri« 

(,/) -id equate provision for medical relief and the promotion of 
public health particularly in rural areas 

Indians Overseas 

t f /Ion — 1 The National I ibcrvl b edcration stronglv j roUsts a n ain«fc 
the Cevlon Gov ernment s pohrv of discrimination against Indians and their 
decision 

(r) to <h«im-a anl rq»atnut«. In Jims uiqloud m Government 
departments since April I, 1*134, 
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(b) to retrench Indian employees of more than five but less than 
ten yearn of service on a racial basis if they do not voluntarily 
retire by the end of 1939 

2 The Federation fully supports the decision of the Government of 
India to prohibit the emigrat on of Indian labour to Ceylon and urges it to 
take necessary measures t j secure justice to the Indian community 

South Africa — This Federation expresses its indignation and resent 
mcnt at the continued ill treatment of Indians in South Africa and the 
policy of segregation embodied in tbe Asiatic Land and Trading Act although 
there was no proof that Indians were violating any of the existing statutes, or 
were reporting to illegal practices and although the Union Government have 
undertaken under the Cape Town Agreement to treat the Indian community 
as an integral part of the population of the Union of South Africa and to take 
Bteps to raise their position 

Fiji r-Thi3 Federation draws the attention of the Government of India 
to the grievances of the Indians of Fiji as stated m the reso'ution passed at 
the All Fiji Indian Conference in November, 1938, and urges it to press His 
Majesty’s Government to agree to the appointment of an Agent to the 
Government o! India m Fiji which m the opinion oi this Federation is 
necessary to develop better understanding between the Government of 
India and the Government of Fiji and to enhance the status of the Indian 
commun ty The war should not be allowed to stand in the way of the 
satisfaction of this demand which ought to have been agreed to, long ago, 
by His Majesty’s Government 

Malaya — The Liberal Federation appreciates the action taken by the 
Government of India in stopping assisted emigration to Malaya as a protest 
against the reduction of the wages of Indian labourers employed on plantations 
by the p'anters and urges it to prohibit all emigration of labour, whether 
assisted or unassisted, as has been done in the case of Ceylon, in order to 
protect the rights of Indian labour 

The Federation further impresses on the Government of India the need 
for taking steps to secure the rights of the Indian community in Malava both 
m order to vmdicate Indian self respect and to raise the status of India 

Indian Consular Service 1 

(«) In the interests of safeguarding the rights of Indians living 
n other parts of the British Empire as well as m foreign 
countries, the National Liberal Federation of India is of 
opinion that an Indian Consular Service should be developed 
on the lines adopted by tbe Domimons 
(6) Pending the development of such a Consular Service, the 
Federation urges the admis ion of Indians into the British 
Diplomatic and Consular Corps from which Indians ba\ e been 
so far scrupulously excluded 

War and Industrial Development 

The National Liberal Federation urges the Government of India to 
take steps to encourage and develop all such industries as can be expanded or 
established on n sound basis during the war or are necessary in tbe larger 
interests of the country 



